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/1.1 
TREA1MEllT OF SURFACE 

Say if the surfaces are flaked, bruised or growx!, or a canbination of these, 
e . g . an adze may have front and bevel ground, back and sides bruised. Note any traces 
of sawing. 

SPECIAL FEAl\IRES 

There are a number of special features which should be mentioned i f they occur. 
Some are listed below as ex&qlles of the sort of thing that may occur. Anything that 
seems t o be \lllusual or not cove red elsewhere in the description should be drawn anJ 
described. 

Some special features are : ornamented poll, e.g. 1 spiral, 
2 spirals ; 'eyebr ONS' ; series of notches· c:n si<le e<lges; and 
drilled hole at butt end, parti cularly on green.stone adz.es . 

OTIIER FEAl\llES 

The abOYe are probably the most iq>ortant in describing an a<lz.e, and should all 
be dealt with if possible . Below are mentioned other features worth noting if the 
recorder has sufficient time. · 

BEVEL: State if the surface of the beYel i a. straight, curved or convex. State 
if the bevel is continuous with the back, or if there is a · line' of demarcation or r i <lae 
where they meet. · 

CUTTING EOOE: State if the cutting eqe is strai'ght, cuned, oblique. Note 
the condition of the cutting edge, e.g. aharp or blunt • 

SHOULDER: If the butt is reduced on the front, note whether the line of the 
shoulder is straight or cuned • 

PROFILE: The dnwing should be adequate, but if a _drawing ia not gi-Yen the 
following should be.noted: -

If the butt of the adze is not dilferentiated, state if the front and back of 
the adz;e are straight, concue, cou-Yex, or irregular longitudinally. 

If tbe butt of the adze is differentiated, state i{ there is an angle between 
butt and blade on front; state if back is s traight, conca"Ye, conYex cir irregular; and 
if front of blade is straight or con-Yex. 

·Note also projections or ridges on shoulder but_t or poll. 

A GUIDE TO THE DESCRIPTION OF FISHHOOKS 

C.D. SMAIT 

The basic elements of tbe book are shown, almg with some descripti-Ye term , in 
fig. 1. There are two limbs, the SHANK limb and the POINT limb, connected at the 
bot tan of the book by the BEND • The two essential elements are the point TIP, on 
which the fish is caught (in roat types of hook}, ud t.M ahank HEAD , by llhich the 
hook is attached to the line. 
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Figure I. llfE BASIC TERMINOLOGY OF THE FISHHOOK 
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GENERAL SHAPE 

The hook may be in ~'E PIECE(fig.2) or in 1'\0 PIECES (fig.3 ). A 1W'.) Pm:E 
book nay be joined at the BEND to gi•e two units, the SHANK and the R>INT, of 
more or less equal proportions. The two pieces of the 1WO PIECE hook llBY be 
unequal with the smaller unit, the separate POINT TIP, attached to a SHANK~/ 
PO!l'\! unit, a S~~/BEN) unit(fig.3b) or only a SHANl:(fig.3s) . 

The SHAl\'K Limb: 
This item has three parts - a HF.AC, limb and ~E (fig.l). The 

HEAD has a top, an inner and an outer surface. The limb has an upper and lower 
portion, an inner and outer surface, The BASE has a bottom and an inner and 
outer surface . 

The SHANK limb may be S'IRAIGIT (fig.2e,3r ) , or OJRVED (fig. 2c,3s), or 
A.l'G;l.AR. The curvature may be INWARD (fig.2h,3q) er a.rrwARD. It may be SLIGHT 
(fig . 2d ,3a) or ~ (fi g . 2f,3q ) . 

The SHANK limb may be of uniform width along i t s l ength (fi g. 2n) or may 
taper slight l y (fig. 2e ) or strongly (fig.3a) . 

The SHANK limb may have a cross-section of QliAIR6.i"'iGlll.AR (fi g.3 t ), 1Rl· 
ANGJUR (fig. 3r) , SE\U-CIRCl.ll.AR (fig. 3s), CIRQ.JLAR (fig.2n), OVAL , etc. s hape. 
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12.3 

The SHANIC limb intended for use as a lure may be shaped in imitatioo of 
a sma 11 fish (fig. 3r), or have a lining of paua she 11 on the inner aurface {fig. 
3s.), and so on. 

The SHANK 1 imb may poasess BARB.5 on the upper / inner aurfac e (fig.2k), 
outer/ lower surface, etc . or it may be t.JNBARBED. 

The SHANK 1 imb may possess other features such as 1\NCBS, decoration in the 
form of a mask or serrations, etc. 

The shank HEAD may be in line with the shank limb or may be D'O.RVED (fig. 
2!) or OUJ'Q..'RVED (iig.2D) • 



IV,. 
The abank HEAD may poaseH l'ClOIES on t.he inner or out.er a urfaee (fig.2d). 

GimVES on the side, or IJ\035 of a simple (fig.2n), elabcrate Cfig.21), S111all 
(fig.2j ), large, elo11gate (fig.3t), etc. nature, on the side (fi g.2m) or inner • 
or outer surface. · · 

The shank 1"SE (in 1WJ PIECE boob) may be 1.MA(E) oc FACED, to facilitate 
joining to the rest of ·the hook", on the sides, on the inner surface or ·the 
bottom, depending on whether the POINI' TIP is joined by an overlap (fig.3q), 
butt against (fig.Jr), is recessed into (fig. 3a) or penetrates through (fig.3t). 

The shank BASE (in 'TWO PIECE hooks) may possess ae111e provision for sec
uring the lashing by KN'.ES, NOICHES , PERFCllA'Ilc:riS, etc. 

-------===-----=====- .... 
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The BEN): 

This item has an inner and an outer surface. I! may be UR\IID (fig. 
2k) or A1G.11..AR(fig.2j), it may be of the same width as (fig.2n ), wider than 
(fig.2k) or narrower than the shank. It -y bear J'<OICHF.S, KNCeS, etc. on the 
outer surface. 

The BEN) (in 'RO PIECE hooks) -y be ltiFACEl, FAClD (fig.3b), etc. as 
for the shank base. 

The POINT Ut.E AK> POINT TIP: 

Thia item baa a TIP, limb and base (fig.I). 
The TIP has an inner and outer surface and a point. The Ut.13 has an inner and 
outer surface, an upper and lower portion. The BA.SE has a.n 1nne r and outer 
surface and a bottom (in 110 PIEO: boob). 

The POINI' limb -y be S'IRAIGIT(fig.2l,3a) or OJfMD - INWARD (fig,2m,3b), 
oortAll> (fig.2j ), SLIWILY (fig.2h) or STRlG..Y (fig 2d) - or ANGUIAR. 

The POINT limb -y be of uniform width (fig.2i) or tapered slightly 
(fig.2h) or strongly. 

The KUNI' limb aay be of OVAL, CIHll.AR, etc. cross-section. 

The POINI' 1 illb .. y be longer than, equal to (fig. 2a) or shorter than {fig. 
2f) the shank. 

The POINT limb -y be parallel to (fig.2~) or at an angle t!) (fig.2n) the 
shank. 

1he POINI' 1 ilib -y be 1HWHD or BAIUlD on the inner or outer surface , in the 
upper or lORr portim of the limb • 

The POINI' limb may be serrated or otherwise ornamented m its outer surface. 

The TIP and POINT TIP may be in line with the POINT limb, it may be IN
ClJWEI) (fig.2h) or CX1ICURVED(fig.3s), slightly (fig.3k) or strongly (fig.2g,3d), 
or it may be ~. inwards (fig.3c,e) or outwards . 

The TIP and POINI' TIP may be tHWHD (fig.2b, 3k) or BARBED on the imier 
(fi g.2k) or outer (fig.3a,e) surface. 

The TIP a_nd POINI' TIP -y be serrated (fig. 3a) or otherwise ornamented. 

lhe BASE (of the POINr TIP especially) may be in line with (fig.3i ,j), 
curYe inwards (fig.3s) or outwards, slightly (fig.3k) or strongly (fig. 3m,o), 
or be a.ngled to the limb. 

The BASE may be UNFACE:> but pointed (fig.3f,g,h,), flattened (fig.3a,e), 
rounded, etc., or it may be FACED m the · inner surface (fig.3r ), bottoa (fig. -
3k), etc. 

The BASE may hue N0I0IF.S (fig.3a,m) or l:N:BS (fig.3o) cm the outer sur• 
face, or be PERFCl\A'IED (Ji&.3s), etc. to secure the lashing. 
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The~ of MANUFACIURE: 

'Jbe PRIMARY stage in the manufacture of the hook is the preparation of the BLAN: 
or tab of material to the approximate outline of the hook, or part of the hook, 
it is desired to make (fig.4a,b). 'Ibis may be done by flaking, sawing or 'cut
ting', grinding, etc. 

1be SECXt\DARY stag~. in Ol\'E PIECE hooks only, is the removal of the central pert 
of the BlANI: by drilling · (fig. 4g), drilling aroun<l a CI>RE (fig.4c), chipping 
(fig.4d) grin<ling :(fig.4e) or by sawing in from the upper edge (fig.4f). 

The nNU. stage i, the ahaping and polishing of the almost complete book or hook 
part (fig.4h). 

The M.4 'IERIALS of IW«JFACilft:: 

Hooks or book parts •Y be made from B:lNE of human, bird (especially moa), dog, 
seal, whale, etc. origin; from TEEnl of <log, seal, etc; from SHELL, especially 
paua and Cookia sulcata; from~; from Sl'CJilE, including greenstone; and fI'OGI 
w:TAL. 

DJ\AWING a nSHtm;: 

By far the simplest and most universal metho<l of Jr.awing the hook is to lay 
it on a sheet of paper and trace around it with a pencil. 'Ibis can be done 

• satisfactorily with all but the Yery largest hooks • 
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A GUIDE TO THE DESCRIPTiOM OF FLAKE TOOLS 

P. 8ATllERCOL£ 

lllTRODUCTIOll 

Flake tools and their method of manufacture have been inaclequately studied in 
New l.ealand, and the Artifact Recor<l Form could become a valuable means of providing 
an initial record of well provenanced exa~les. They can vary gre.atly in detail, and 
it ia difficult to draw up a list of deacriptive term to cover every possible feature 
which a specimen aiaht possess. In this guide, which is prorisional only, the ellflb· 
aais baa been place<! on tl\oae features which are generally present on artifacta of 
this class. 

It ia baaed on the critical discussions held at the extended A.G.M., and on 
further discussion by .nembera of an Adult Education claaa subsequently organised in 
Jlmedin. 

RAW MATERIAL 

1hough not exclusively used, siliceous rocks are particularly suitable for the 
11BDufacture of flake tools, a.s they are bard, and yet can be fractured along a plane 
of segmentation whose positior. can usually be controlled by the !mapper. 'Quaruite' 
chalcedony, obsidian, flint and 'jaaperoid' rocks are among those exploited in New 




