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Pumice Yr.ls abu..1d.ant throu&_::>ut tr.e cl~posit 2.lld pa.rtici..:.. -J.~ 
c::>ncentrations wor e n ot ed on top of the cultur"-1 s erie s a t the base 
of the section and on t op of the lowest l ayer in this series. At 
this date , hoviever, Dr Wellman's interest in punice was not known 
a nd beyond n oting its occurrence nothing f'urthe r was done . 

By the following season, h owev er, ( 1958- 59) , the group was 
aware of Dr Wellman ' s work and interest ed in the implications of 
his "black" pumice hypothesis (discussed by Roger Gr een in this 
Newsletter) . · I n view of the c ommon occurrence of pumice in the 
Opit o deposits, it TI<:ts decided to cut a small section a djacent to 
the 1957-58 site with the sp~cific purpose of collecting pumice at 
all levels of t he section. The . t es t section thus excavated was 
t aken down into the underlying b each deposits and ro.s subsequently 
extended in s c ope • . Pumice was f ound at a ll l evel s , but. materia l 
t hat c ould be de scribed as "bla ck", or even "grey", a s oppose d t o 
"white " did n ot a ppea r below a certain l eve l in the s e quence , 
s tratigraphically the upper half of the sand layers dividing the 
two main cultural h orizons a t the base of t he deposits . From this 
point up, hor..ever, "black" pumice occurred freely with white punice. 

A small exca va tion was simultaneously conducted at a sand-hill 
site further ~st a l ong Opito Bay, \?'her e moa bone 1-ias again found 
in considero.ble quantity . 

A NEW SITE AT OPITO by R. H. Parker 

During the last f ew days 'Jt' the Auckland University Archaeol og
ical Socie t y ' s dig in the Mercury Bay area l a st suminer, a small 
party was detached to t est a n ew site in the. i"les t ern part of Opito 
Bay. The site is a ridge rising a.br1,1ptly from the small flood 
pl ain of t he Otruna Str eam a nd lying immedi::i.t cly t o the south of the 
fore dunes . 

It uus runon g these dune s t hat, during the scc son of 1957-58, 
the Socioty C2.rried 'oU-t a three - day "rescue " d i g on a Moa- huntcr 
working f l oor. 

The t esting of the neu site nns undertclccn partly from the con
s i deration that any occupation the r e might be r el o.t cd t o that of the 
"fish h ook1

' floor and partl y in r esponse t o the insist e nce of the 
owner of the property, Mr R. A. Chapnan, who hn.d not ed :is character
istic of the ridge its unusually vigorous gro-rrth of grass, which he 
a ttributed to deep disturbance of the s oil, and its strikin g green- . 
ness,wh1ch he a ttribute d t o the presen ce of large qUD..ntitie s of 
deca yed shell in the nw.rkcdly a cid soil. 
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The :.:.ae availabl e m ::i r e otricted t o t::e ec;_-.ihalent of three 
full worL ~ g days a nd in this time , with the l a bour a V<?.ila ble, it 
was not possible t o do more than ca rry t wo 12 ft. squarEs down t o 
the "natural" . · A base line -was l ai d out a cross the ridg~ near its 
eastern extremity in a r egion where the surface showed irregular~ 
ities which it was thought might indicate underlying disturbance. 
In f act, the se irregularities wer e f ound t o have little r e l a tion 
t o the underlying structures . The t wo squares wer e l a id off to 
the eas t of the base line a t its northern and southern ends . 
The s oil conditions predicted by Mr Chapnan wer e complet ely ful
fille d . 

A provisional stratigraphy f or ·the site was est ablishe d on 
the basis of evidence from these squa.res . At t he moment it is 
possible t o distinguish t wo distinct and separate phases of occu- · 
pation, with some indication that a n .. intermediate phase may be 
present a t l east on plrt of the sit e . The evidence available 
suggests that the occupltion of a t least one of the phases extends 
over several acr es . 

In the l owest l ev el t wo l ar ge r e ctangula r · pit s of · a hitherto 
unrecorde d type ~~re partia lly excava t ed a nd half sections a~ross 
t he fill were cut and recorded a t right angle s t o the long axis. of 
the pits. The pits were 3-4 f eet in depth and about six f eet in 
width. The t otal l ength in each ca s e is probably not l ess __ thail 
10- 12 f eet . In b oth pits there is a sh::i.llow oval depression near 
the northern Wall which, in each ca se, shore traces of firing • 
I n the northern pit a short "buttress" extends into the' pit from 
the ·western wall. There is ' no c orresponding "buttress 11 against 
the opposite wall, and since the t op ·of the "buttress" i s s everal 
inches l ovrer than the edge of the pit and its upper s urfa ce s~ems 
t o be c ompacted as if by treading , it seems possible that it is · 
s ome farm of stepped entrance rather than a true buttress . The 
great er part is, ·hmvever, still buried in the baulk and its true 
n ature cannot be ·de t e rmined a t present~ 

In the l evel :immediately above this , the course of a shall ow 
.dra in uas trac e d f or several f eet . This drain, in i:nrt of its 
course , cuts a cross the f i ll of the northern pit and its stra ti
graphical position ns l ·ater than a t l east sOire phases of the firs t 
occupation s eems secure. This is confmred by a disturbance , cut 
from the same l ayer, which is eithe r the corne r of a l a t er pit or 
a very l a rge pos t hol e cut into the fill of t he large northern pit. 

Waste fla kes ana/or fragments of worked s t one wer e r ecovered 
from a ll occupn.tions layers a nd a r ectangula r s t one knife of good 
quality v.us f ound in the l ovier part of the fill of the northern 
pit: 1.t.r~ 1.::cs of wood j n n. ' Jry bad sta t e of pres ervati on w r e on 
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i..~1e floor Of t i1c V )1' cb.e::·r! p:i:~ . 

The po tentia l of t he s i t e s eems t o lie chiefly in ·-
( 1) the existence of s tructure s · of a n UlLU~ual type in a stra ti:... 

. it-aphical context; 
( 2) the f a ct that tm site is yielding artefacts in close, though 

· not in clear primary, association iii.th· the s~ructures; 
(3) the r easonable probability that the occupation of t~e 

s i te wa s prol onge d and that the lovrest level of occupation 
will prove t o be early in date . This is suggested by 
t.ro factor s : the pits arc filled t o the ir t ops u:i. th 
spoil and over the V1h<?l e site a s8:nd blanke t uith .well
devcl opcd soil profile s:imilar t o that at Sc.rnh' s Gully_ 
obliterates all subsoil dis turbance ; · 

(l~) ·the possibili ty that under local s oil conditions vrood~n 
objects ma y ·be a t l east partia lly pre s erved. 

The Societ y plan s t o continue its t es t ing of t he s ite du: : 
t he May Va ca tion . 

l~ SURVEY OF SITES ALONG THE CORCMANDEL COAST by Roger G~een ' 

I ntroduction: 
While the problems of North Isla nd a rchaeology are :rre.-ny, they 

all s~art cith a oosic neces s tty: th2.t is, the l oC'.lti on of site s 
capable of yield.ing ·the neces sary infqnna tion . The most suc cess
ful solution t o. t his problem is ·the survey of a r e gion '7hich pre
vious archaeol ogical r e s earch indicates should contain sites with 
t he needed infonrntion. · My inte nt ion is t o shou that intensive 
T10rk in a r e stricted r egion selecte~ f or it~ pot entia l con yie ld 
vn.luable r e sults . As such, this is a ple a f or other members of 
t he a ssocia tion t o underfa.ke similar proje cts, ma.king their r esults 
avnilable through the nculy :!-nstitute d site r Gcarding program. 

The s itGs discussed bGlow a r e number ed; de s cribed nnd will be 
f iled in acc ordance yJith the a ssoqiation's r ec ording s cheme . Thus , 
the details of each site and-its l ocation are available t o all · 
members f or t he purposes of l egitimate res earch. Location here, 
h ov.ever, is given only with r e spect to major harbours , bea ches, or 
nearby · settle~nts . One site , N 44/2, ms ::mbs equcntly been 
1:nvcsti@lt ed mare f ully, e..nd a de t a iled r eport on that will be 
forthcaning . 

The Surve y: 
Archaeol ogical r e search pointed t o the east cco.st of the · 

Cororuanool Penins ula ns c:;::: reei on likel y t o cont~in s ites in t he 
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