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A Record of the FISHING PAS on the TIDAL ESTUARY of the IANGANUI RIVER 

by M.J.G.Smart 

The ~aj ority of t he s e fi s hing pa Ye r e adjacent to the river, c ons tructed 
Tithout earthvor~s or f or t i fi ca tions a nd occupied only during the suc~er 

f ish i ng season . In the case of the \/anganui kiver t hi s s e a s on e xte nded f r oc: 
t he end of ~ove rJb e r to ~tar ch , Dur r ng t h i s pe ri od fl eets of canoes left 11 t. 
d11y li gh t fo r the tri ba l f i sh ing g r ou nds o f f t he coa st, returning to the riv e r 
ngain e t dus..: . fish no t r equi r ed fo r t. he i o:ned i a t e needs of the pa Ye re sp li •, 
a nti hung on the d r y i ng racks . These dr y i ng r acks Yere a fe a ture of all the · 
ri ve r s i de vill nge s t o ~h ich r e f e re nc e ha s been ma de in the ear l y dia ri es nnd 
r e cor d s r el a ti ug to t h i s area . 

In cost co.ses t.he l oca tion a ud i cien ti t y of t.l1e s ites we r e obtained I r ol!I 
l ocal :.iaori i nfo r nnn t s and pub li shed refer ence s by e nrl y vi s it.ors . The sites 
we r e then vi s i t.ed and chec!<ed in the fiel d and an o?f f ort rue.de to locate any 
~ate r ia l e vi dence ori g i nat i ng f r om t he si t es . fo r k has be en carried out ove r 
a f~ i rl y e~tended pe ri od • 

.:'ro~ressive s"tt l eJJen t on both bRnl<s of the rive r, c ou p l ed wi th thick 
deposits of flood s i l t, I.ave a l most ent ir e ly destr oyed m1rny s i tes vhose 
locin io1 !.r.s been obtained f r o•n some of the oli1.er Maori r esidents of tl:e 
11ren . In cr.ses .here no visili l e tr t1 ces of the !!ite re'llain, tbe in fo r malio • 
i s listed l1ere to e!lsur e that the r eco r d is as fu ll t1s poss i b l e. 

P .. U.UU; Tr.is i~ t.he aa:1e given to t.he Eel\verd pa situated on the .Souto Spit 
of the iau!';anui river. It «c.s the f ish i ng vi ll age of Patapu , a 

Ngapatokotoko chief living at \iaipakur a ~·h ich vas a l aq~e areo. of lnnd belolt 
the present to7ns~ip of Upokongaro . 

K.\L11lAIU.:r1l.\RA : rhis :res the rivers1tie pa of 'i i reciu te Teur i, t.he l\gati 
ru...-:1aretoa chief who introduced chr i st i a ni ty to the \'aai:;nn111 

district in 1S3b • .t:Yidence of this pa could be traced some year s ago but 
so.nil er•>s i on hns n;n obliterated all s i gns of enrthlforks . Ileing on the 
con.st11.l route 1ucl• used by \:aori tribes 11'heo trnve ll in~ up and down t.he CQO.Ft, 
tnis pa vas fortified. fhe information oo this s i te came f r om Mr . ~iremu te 
T:iur i, a ;;rand son of Ji re au te Taur i I , of Pu ti!<i . 

TE '.l'AHI PUNA : !'erhaps the !'mal lest of the fishing vi ll ages 1 this si t e ya:o; 
situated adjc.cent to a spring of f r esh wate r f l oYi ng f r om the 

lo1ie r s l opes of t he cliff of Le.ndguard Dl uff. It hnd been occupi ed fo r 11 

coni=i1!er:i.ble ti ~1e prior to the advent of J::uropean settl e r s . I t was the si t.e 
of t! e ·w rilPr Qf a tr a di og p'l.rty fro~ Kl\ pi t i 1 s li1nd on the 14th. Jnnul\ry lb.i l . 

1-.GO'.\GOHAU : .~itu.1te•I about. 20yds. fr om the river bank on a small flat, t.l.e 
locality ~11~ she ltered fro" the prevai l ing •ind on I.he seA'>'n r d 

s ide liy the hi~h cliffs of Landguard Bluff. This yas the fishing v i l l~ge of 
To;>in(II) and 1'nh111111 ruroa , brothers of l'ehi Turoa vho was a pnrRmount chief 
ol' t.lte 'len~l\tmi Jli\'er from 1~15-U:,,15 , The :nee ting house of th i s pa, a l tho11;;h 
lrr!.,\~{npp . -!Ot t.. by 20ft.) , "'a~ unn<lorued lfith cnrvin!!; . .lhe naLic oft.he pa 
O'(lS d>!rh·ed t'ro·1 it.~ "!ie l te re<.i posit.ion, ~~i;ongohe.u cienuing "a i;as ping; for oir" 
or "lc.c!c of "ind" . this tuforu1e.tion ,.as given by the l ate !Ir . ,H r emu t e rauri . 
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OTAANE: Thia fishing village ·was situated on the southern bank of the 

ll'anganui Uher where the Awa<rua Creek discharges. Due to a heavy ':' 
depoeit of silt in this area n actual sur face evidence of this site is now 
visible • 

.1WARUA: Situated on the creek of the same name, this village was one of some 
importance and one of the places visited by the Governor George Grey 

during his stay at langanui in 1846 . 

TOPI TOPI: •rbis small pa is marked in an early map by \Yy ld. The actual site 
was approximately 5 chains to the north of Putikiwharanui ~· No 

further records exist of this site other than in the records of the late Mr . 
\Hr emu te Tauri. 

WlL\.K.UlARU: 'fhi s site was situated on a low terrace to the left of the main 
south road out of ~anganui, adjacent to the Topi Topi pa . A 

meeting house of the same name existed on this s ite unti l the early 1880 's. 

TE PA.KU: This was the pa of the Me te Kingi fs.mi ly of Putiki where their 
meeting house, of the same name, i< tands today. It is situated on 

the ri ght-hand side of Kemp Street which g ives access to the present 
Putikiwharanui pa. 

KtmIARAPANA: Thia pa waa situated on the high ridge of l and at the southern • 
end of Durie Hill and overlooking the extensive river flats of 

Putikiwharanui. The accompanying sketch i s r econs tructed from an 1865 
photograph which clearly shovs the earthworks of the pa. The Kev. Henry 
Williams mentions thi s pa in his diary.of the 14th. December, 1839 . f 

N 

11/J// 
WHAREKAKAHO: The actual site of this pa was established during excavation 

work on a low sandy ridge running parallel to the river, near to 
the present Imaly Freezing Works . An examination reve a led a large quantity of 
cooking stones and three small sections of (unidentified) worked bone. Also 
aca ttered over the higher area of the ridge were sev era 1 sma 11 heaps of 1 pi pi ' 
shells(AmphiaeRma ci.ustrale). The proximity of this site to the l a r ge area 
of swamp known to the ~aoris as Kokohuia provided a permanent supply of thatch-
material in the form of toitoi leaves and stems(kakaho), raupo, etc. • 
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TE AHITUATINI: Thia, the most important o! the fishing pas on the right bank 

of the river estuary, occupied a considerable area ot a high 
sandy hill within 100 yards of the riverbank. Te A.bituatini was a populous 
pa when the first European ~issionaries arrived in the district. It was here 
that chri stiani ty was preached to the \fonganui River .Uaoris by liremu te Tauri 
I in the year 1838. I n. the burial register of Putikiwharanui Church, frequent 
mention i s made by the Rev. Richard Taylor of burials conducted on this site. 
During the levelling of this area fn 1910 a number of &laori artefacts were 
uncovered and l ater presented to the Wanganui Museum. Tvo human skulls were 
recovered at the same time . No evidence is now visible of any earthworks but 
the situation i s a comm~nding one. 

TE ONE B.EK.E: The existence of this pa has long been knoTil to many members of 
the local tribes but its exact location bad not previously been 

exactly defined . Some years ago an umu about 3 feet below ground surface, 
together wit~ shell fragment, charcoal and oven stones, was uncovered. It was 
at this pa tha t an at t empt was made in 1838, by two visiting Ngati Ruanui 
christia;. Maoris , to introduce the gospel to the ltanganui tribes. 

PAK.OTORE: This riverside pa occupied a large portion of the sandy shore of 
the riv er, opposite the high cliff face of Taumataaute. This pa 

was often referred to by the Rev. Richard Taylor io his writings and be was 
to see it grow, vith the advent of the European settlers to the distri ct, to 
be a village of considerable size supporting a summertime population of s ome 
200-300 Maoris . Produce of the orchards and gardens of t he up-riTer pas was 
traded here t o the inhabit ants of langanui. 
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