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Gppt1; 

Alt.bough toum in lqwa HJIU'&ted br sterile, or neer sterile sand 
depoei t., there i• a sllilari t)' betwen the artitacta ot all ~era which 
tends to iDdicate a similar social pattern. Photograph DD.7 illuatratea 
the CotmlOD design thell8 Vhicb J'Ull8 through the range Of bone chisels • The 
adae, ot a t,'pe which is uncomaon in the North Island, la al.so illustrated 
in photograph no.8. The beYel show no sign ot usage, and it is liJcelT 
that the beYel gr1M1ng wu completed el ther in the rlcini t7, or the 
h-.d l:rought there tor tlJrtber proceaa1ng. 

A REPORT OF FURTHER FIELDWCliX I! THE WAICANtJI DISTRICT 

Colin D. Smart and M.J .G. Smart 

The following brief report describes additional aite aurny and re
cording in the Wanganui district, carried oat br the authors in J~ 
1963. This SU?"V91' atenda the area covered in 1960-61-62, the results ot 
which have alreadJ' been described (Hewa1etter 5:170-184: Sept 162), and 
tOI'llS pert ot a JmCh larger p:oject which includes the recardi.ng of arch
aeological and historical sites, the collection or local tradition and 
historical records, excavation at selected sites and tha a.nal.)'9is of tha 
archaeological evidence in apeci.fic aampl.e areaa. 

In addition to the usual techniques or field r ecording, a grant f'rom 
the National Historic Places Trust made possible the aerial reconnaissance 
ot a large part of the recordi.ng area aa well aa the aerial photograpey or 
a large number ot sites. We are extrea84 gratetul. to the Trust for the 
new perspectin thia grant made possible. To Mr' Foster, MLm.atry of W'orks, 
Wangamd, ve are indebted for the uae ot the standard aerial photographs, 
and 'to tha three pilots or the Wangana:l Aero Club vbo fiev ua ~ some ex
tremel;r rough country to obtain record.a ot iDaccessible sites, ve are most 
gratet'ul.. 

The area in vhich recording bas been concentrated so tar is shown in 
the accompanying map. It extends along the W'angam.d coast f'rom WaTerl7 to 
Turakina, a distance of about 35 miles, and ia limited to the coastal lOll
lands tor the llOSt pert, although surTeya in the W'aitotara, Wangamd and 
Wangaebn ri Tel' ftlley11 CIU'l"1' the recorded area t\zrther 1Dland - up to 
15 .Uee. 

Site surnya during Janual"1' 1963 vere concentrated in the area. frOll 
la1 Ivi to Wanganui, in the lover Wanga.m:U river n.ll.97, and in the 
nll.97 ot the Wanga.ebn R1 ver. Aerial reconnaissance and photograpb;T, 
however, e0Tel'8d maeh of the larger area. f'roa Waverl7 to Wangaebn and 
SOiie distance inland. 
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RECORDING THE SITES: 

/'1orfc-n 

The site survey proceeded in three stages - location of sites 1 re
cording and description or sites, and the collection or additional tradit
ional and historical evidence connected with the sites. 

Si ta Locatiog: 

The primary method of ai te location vas that oi' stereo- inspection of 
the standard 1°'.lllS of vertical aerial photographs . This method had been 
used in the previous survey of the Wai totara-Nu.lcurnaru area 1 and bad proved 
to be rapid, thorough and co.pable of providing detuled descriptiv9 inform
ation. (ll!ll!sletter 5 :173 Sept •62). The areas covered by this technique 
are considered as "intenaivei,- surveyed" and likei,- to provide only a few 
additional sites if inspected thoroughl3' in the field. The open grassland 
characteristic of this aree. provides the uaxi:mun exposure or field evidence 
and must be considered a factor of rl tal i mport!lnCe in the success of thi3 
method of site location and recording . The aerial photographs used in this 
survey were taken during 1942 and 1943 and provide records of many sites 
which are no longer so well preserved or have since been destroyed entirely. 

Sites on the aerial photograph3 were easil3' located on the aerial 
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Mosaic aheeta (N.i . M.S.3) and fl-om these grid rei'ereocee oan be obtained. 
The set of aerial mosaics used in this stIM"e7' (13 sheeta) remain aa a perm
anent record in the care or M.J .G. Smart aa local representative or the 
National Historic Pl.a.cu Trust to provide an overall bue map !or the larger 
project or site recol'ding. 

In addition to the location or sites by aerial photograph inspection, 
all available manuscript and J:Ublished records vere searched tor references 
to site locations. This provided a nucber of nev si tea, espeoi~ out
side the area s covered by the aerial photographs available. Other sites 
vere located through local informants 1 by !ield inspection and fl-0111 the 
air. 

Site Recording and Description: 

As already noted, details of description and sketch mape or the sites 
and t heir surroundings, could be obtained f'rom the aerial photographs. To 
these vere added the information obtained from field visi ta to the sites 
by the authors or by informants. Nearl3' all sites possessed some descript
ive inf'ormation and maey have been described in deta11. 

With t he grant made available by the Trust it vas possible to under
take the aerial photography or a selected range or sites. Selection wa 
based on several !actors including geographical distribution, varieties or 
evidence, degree of preservation and traditional or historical importance. 
Five separate nights made in the evening or ear17 lllOl'Ding, to a total ot 
six hours, provided black and vhi te 1 and soae colour 1 recirds or sites 
f'rom Waverl3' to Wangaetm. 

Tradi tioll!ll. and Historicu Inrormatiop: 

To the descriptive information it has been possible to add a number 
of site names and related traditional or hietorical evidence , much of vhich 
had been collected by M.J .G. Smart aver a period or several years. Wi th 
this information the emphasis has been placed on evidence vhich can pro
vide soce form of relative or absolute dating of the sites, or vhicb in
dicates the relationships between sites or their original function, so 
that 8Jla178ia and interpretation or the field evidence is more possible. 

THE SITE aromps: 

ill r ecords are compiled vi thin the syetem of the N .z .A .J.. Site Re
cording Scheme 1 and 1dll be filed accordingly. F.ach site recorded possess
es the reference information required by the scheme and nearly all have 
descriptive i nfor?t&tion including sketch plans and photographs. The llla.Ster 
plan on vhich all site l ocations are recorded is maintained bT M.J .G.S:nart 
in •..,r&n8anui . A. conplete set of records is at present being checked prior 
to beine entered into the Recording Scheme f iles in \langanui and \Wellington , 
vhile additional material i n t he f orm of photographs, field notes, tradi t
ional and historical notes etc. which are too specialised or too expensive 
to duplicate are held bT the authors. 
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RE3ULTS OF THE SITE SURVEY: 

A total of 93 nev si tea vere added to the records already compiled for 
the Nukumaru..Wai totara area, bringing the overall number of sites recorded 
in the Wanganui district so far, to over 400. Within the areas intenaively 
examined (covered by aerial photograph inspection as \leU as in the field}, 
a run range or field evidences have been recorded. In an effort to 
ansver specific problems of distribution, variations of form interrelation
ships, etc., several aspects or the survey received special attention: 

Sites of the Maori Ware: 

Nearly all the sites connected \Ii.th the Maori Wars in the 
Wanganui district have nov been traced and examined. A number 
of these bave been destroyed or badly damaged, but the remain
ing sites , almost exclusively redoubts or furopean construction 
show considerable variety in design and construction and vill 
provide an interesting study or this local, histrolcal period. 
IJ.ttle S\U"face evidence remaina or the several interesting sites 
built by the Maoris during this same period. 

Pa Sites s 

Site r ecords f'rom the Nukumaru..Waitotara area have already 
demonstrated the inadequacy of the conventional system of class
itying pe. sites. In constructing a more real.is tic system for 
pe. site description and analysis, a considerable number or nev 
examples have been examined in detail. The vider coverage of 
the recent survey bas shO\IIl regional differences in pe. construct
ion vhich can nCN be added to those changes through time revealed 
in earlier surveys. The range of topographical situations in 
vhich pe. sites have nov been recorded is large enough to allov 
tor the study of its effects upon pa construction in some detail. 

Distribution of Sites: 

Both vide range and detailed distribution studies are DOii 

possible, Conclusions discussed .in the earlier report (Nevs -
1.illfil: 5 :183 Sept '62), bave been confirmed and extended· vi th 
the additional materia1. ¥.ore detailed and accurate distrib ut
ion patterns are now recognisable, and inter-relationships more 
easily seGn. 

Al though several areas vi thin the Wanganui district remain largely un
investigated, and the existing coverage is not. uniformly thorough, the 
vealth of available evidence vill provide much of value . The later pre
history or the district is becoming increasingly clear, while several as 
pects of the methodology of field work and interpretation have been stud
ied and clarified. So much detailed information is available at t he pres
ent time tbat 1 t vill not be possible to prepare it all for publication in 
the immediate i'uttn"e. Rat.her, it is hoped t hat by examning various as
pects of the \/Ork in detail, now it \/ill be possible to prepe.re the larger 
stud;r vitb less effort at a later date. 




