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A SECOND ARCHAIC SITE NEAR HAWE!iA? 

by D. I. Robinaon /7/ 
Four miles south along the coast from the IUINGONGORO River lie t•o fresh Yater 

spring-fed lakes, OKOllAE and li'HITIAi.'IGA. These lakea drain to the sea by seepage 
over a deep papa layer Yhich is overlaid by sand dune or sand/clay build up. It is 
on these sand dunes lying betYeen the lakes and the 200 foot high coastal cliffs that 
evidence of a Moa eating community have been found. The site has been recorded in 
the site recording scheme as Nl29/l04. 

The relative closeness of this site to that recorded by A. G. Buist at the 
iAINGONGORO ia noteworthy. Reference to the accompanying map •ill also shoY the 
relative proximity of the find- spot of the archaic adze (Duff 4A} oYned by llr Reeve s 
of HsYera, and referred to elseYhere in this issue. The find-spot is on the ri ght 
bank of the Tangahoe River on sandhills close to the mouth. 

At this stage insufficient investigation has been done to shoY Yhether the site 
bad any lengthy archaic occupa. ti on, indeed any archaic occupation at a 11; or Yhe th e r 
it was of a transitory "camp" nature. In later times the area •as occupied by the 
H.UIUA llAPU of the TANGAHOE tribe. 

~loat of th0 evidence has been located in Yind bloYn areas in the aandhills, 
Yhere bangi a containing burnt ~Joa bone fragments ha Ye been exposed. Fort.uni\ t.e ly, 
some fragments are sufficiently large for positiYe identification (by Ron Scarlett 
•hen he Yisited the site in 1961). Materials so far r ecovered from eroded or 
exposed areas are as follo•s:-

Moa bone fragments {burnt) 

lhole ~loa bones (very decayed) 

Charcoal sand mixture containing grease 

! lb 

2 

2 lb 

Large obsidian flake kniYea 5 

Small obsidian flake kniYea 70 

Core atones of obsidian 11 

Waste flakes of obsidian 174 

Chert flake knife (small) 1 

Chert Yaste chips 4 

Chips off adzes or other polished s tone 
tools {all grey•acke) 21 

Large chip of grey baked argillitc Yhich 
could be a small adze "rough-out" 1 

As the major part of this material has been recovered from the sand and clay 
"natural bed" beloY sl\ndhills, items from all strata are mixed. It is likely there
fore that the flakes of polished stone and some of the obsidian could deriYe from 
later occupations, although it ia certain that the hangia are at the loYest leYel. 

Continuing erosion of the sea cliffs make an early excaYation necesaary on a 
scale sufficient to establish definitely:-

(a) the authenticity of the site as one where Moa consumpti on took 
place, Yhetber by archaic people or Classie Maoris; 

(b} the extent and atratigr&ph1 ot the occupation if posaible • 



11Z. 

/ 
( 
j 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

i 

~ 
ct: . 
ltJ 
~-lo, 

~ 

::t: ~ 
' 

"'II) 
~ 

~ 
0\ ~ 
~ 

' 
ltJ' 
~ 
........ 
\/)~ 

... 

" " ' ~ 
} 

~ 
~ 

'41 

• 

.. 




