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150 . 
operntions. 

This brief outline stresses the i nf'.doquate n8.ture of the 
party ' s ;-10rk but ::'. r e turn visit i n Nov ember , 1959 uill enabl e 
furthe r :;:.nd more de t n.iled v1ork t o b e done . It i s hoped to 
locc.t e furthe r s i tes c.nd mCke n. r e- exnmin"tion of ~l these 
li st ed here . 

A SUMMli.RY OF FIELD 1\RCH!..EOLOGY FROM THE ?>011ITI\1:0i·i l·Il .) ~1.r · GHOT1 ' -- -- ~-
BY S. DAVIS. 

_!llus. Pl .:-tt es 2 end 3. 

i7ork on the Tucor c1i ng of sitos in t he ~~·cllinGton District 
hc.s been goi ng on r(;gul~;.rly s ince t he begi nning of 1959. 
All y:ork hc.s bec.;r: done in the neck- ends, n.nc-: on nc'1r ly eve ry 
S::-.turc"kiy or Sunday n smn.11 pnrty hc.s been slo-.lly \"/orking its 
·.1f'.y nr ound p a r t of t he ble[\k 't'ollington cof'.stline , hc.ving 
r e c or ded by Scptc~ber some 35 sites. The Group numbers nbout 
c. dozen people , '.•ho hnve -:-mrke d -.n. t h gr e:'.lt enthusia sm, concen­
t rating its r cc or G.ing on t he f'.. r cc. ~.rounC::. t '1e ?oriruz. Hc.rbour . 

Fortun.:-,t e ly mo.ny of t ho s i tes i n t his district hnve been 
describeG in vc.rious peri odicc.ls. Much of 7elli ngt on c.nd 
the ne i ghbouring c on.s'tline hc.s b een uell doc unented by Elsdon 
Best in ::-. seric..s of pnpers nnd m.'1.ps , ".ncl ·.-1e :uve locat ed mcny 
of our s ites t hr ough consultntion ·.:ith his 1:1.tem t ure . One 
notable pc.per , "Poriruo.. Md They ;.-ho SettlccJ It" , give s n. ya rd 
by yo.rd account of one side of t he Poriruc. ~~rbour, and h.."s 
been of i ne stimable vc.l uc in loc"ting sitef , from the ubiquit-
ous midden t o the p n... · · ·· 

Sites r ecorded this yco.;.: i ::iclude p n s:i . .;es , t erraced h.iJ.l 
s ites , mi ddens , isoln.t cd pi t s , :Lnd n burial n.r eno 

!:_/ .. SIT:.~. ?n s ites r.re not 11'...lI:lcrous i n -1; ,10 Porirun district , 
und t od...'\y there i s l itLlc evi&cr.ce of f or.ified n.r cc.s . Best 
h'\s suggest ed thr. t the nc.tiv~c t ool: refug_. i n t he bush Y:hen 
c,tt ackcd, .:-.nc1 thi s mc.y be n possibl e.: exp] ::'.nC.ti on of the f'ew· p n , 

,.. ~ur::cthc-..' ~·1iih the di:'ficulty cf c ;..ittini; f\,-~tific.:i.tions in t he 
hn;~J Y,'c.;liirigton :i.·o~k. 



16. 
fille f irst lar~e site recorded this yec..r, in J unuc.ry, \7D.S t he 

p o. sit e o.t M..-:kc.r a (N. 160/1) s ome miles south from the Porirua 
Ha rbour. It is o. heo.dlcnd po. in nn e xcell ent sto.t c of preserv-
a tion. A sketch plan of it is reproduced elsC11herc in t his issue 
and illustr--.tes t he trnnsvc rse ditch n hich, ·.Ti t h the s teep scarp , 
f orms the mo.in defence of the stronghold. The t errc..ces and line 
of small deep pi ts thc.t run p o.r=-.llel t o the Q. tch e.re shown. 

Anothe r pn recor ded no.s the small headland p a north of 
Tit.'.l.hi Bay , lmm-r, according t o Best , a s Te-P n- o-Kapo (N. 16o/ 25) . 
I t is no-.7 much eroded, but a trnsvcrse ditch 8.cross the neck of 
lend thd joins the p8. to the; mainl c.nd is still in evidence , Y.d. th 
a steep bo.nk some 6 ' high. . The o.rco. ·:Ti thin the pn i s small ,. 
mea suring some. 88 ' x 94 ' , '.:ith only one clc:1.rly defined t e r ro.ce. 
Covercc1 ·.TI. th scrub teeny , thi s smo.11 pc. sho::1s no sign of pi ts or 
f'urthc r t e rro.cing. 

A historic po. si t e , not ye t r e c orded, lies under the English 
Church c t P o.uc.tnhcnui , n.t the heo.d of the cc.stern ~nn of the 
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Porirua Hc-.rbour. It wc..s built ~y Tc Ro.ngi ho.en.tc.. in 1846, but 
is no;-, <'.lmost t otuly dostroycd. I nvcstig.'.ltion by the Group sho•.:ed • 
tha t only c.. f~~ sh.~ilow trenches no~ exist , in t he fi eld behind 
the church. 

VILL!.G2: SITES. Tcrr:-..ced hill s i t cs , -:?hich are possi b l y village 
sites, c.r c numerous a r ound the Porirua H'"'rbour , and sevcml on t he 
\7estcrn c.flT\ of t ho h c..rbour hr-.vc been recorded. They are mostly 
simil:- r i n type , situ'· t ... d n. f c....-1 f eet ~bovc s ea l evel, on the 
gently sloµiog snurs t h '"' t surround the h:-..rb our. Most of then 
c onsi s t of sev crtl terr~ccs running tr~sverscly across t ho s·;ur, 
·;rj_ th occ".sion::J small pl o.tforrns <'.n d semi- circulnr tcrru.ccs on the 
s t eep er slopes. In t-.-10 cases , i:;ell d .. fined pits o.re present on 
the t~n.Qces. · . One sit e , (N. 160/20) re.s t;-,·:o well preserved pi t s 
Yrith r~sed rims , each on f'. diff erent tcrruce. In several c~.ses 

mi ddens h:--.v e been f oun d high on t he t e rr::i.ces , of t en spilling dmm 
the s i de of the spur. 18.l the t e rrn ccd s ites recorded ar ound 
Poriruc.. eomm".nd excellent views over the h.~rbour . They shov no 
evidence todc,y of' def ensive earth;-mrks , ti though it is quite 

p os-.sible th~t ptllis~ding might h::tve been used. 

Also on the west er n ".rm of t he h:--.rb our '.TC rec or ded n series 
of much nenther ed pits (N. 160/19) , nppcnri ng a s sh.'\llow depressions 
on n gr~ssy fl~t just north of the village site of Te Neke. The 
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position \lOuld be ideal for settlement' or for cul t i v r.tions ' 
c.s it i s shel t ercd from the cold. southerlies. 

A smrtll terr~ced sit e (N. 16o/1 5) , TICS rec orded on the 
southern shore of the c:-st er n r.rm of the hr.rbour . It c on-
sisted of three nell defined t e rrnces on the shcl t ercd sic"le of 
". gully, ~d :::. further tc:;.~r.cc c..ssoci "..t ed ni t h :- l 'lr ge p:i;t cut 
into the side of the hill . Midc~en mr>..t crir.1 ~~r-.s founc1 spilling 
dmm t he hill some 30 ' c.bove SC". lc...vc.l. 

UnrccordcC:. "S yet , "- complic-:.t cd D"..ttern of shr'..llow 
terr~ces cxistG ::-.round t he slopes of 1.lt. Coope:r , ".t t he en­
tr· nce to the Foriru:'. Hrrbour. Th~y seem t o be p" rt of c.n 
cxtct' si vc c.rec. of cul ti v ti.on , probr'.bly :-_; tr.ched t o t he 
ville.gos on the shores of t he h"..rbour. 

ISOLl 'l'ED FITS. - Isol".t ed pit s seem to occur occ~sion~ly in 
this clidrict , ':'.. r ect".neuJ. "r pit being recorded belo·.: Kt . Cooper, 
meo.suri ng 27 1 x 11 1 cut into the; bc.se of the hill ·.-,her e it 
r<.;nchcd the bertch. .". fe~turc of t his pi t (N. 160/21) w:"'..s t he 
m'.lrkcd rc..i sed rim on the sef'::.-:-trd side. _'.lso, on t he s t eep 
rid.gc of' hill s running north from Cf,;h..'1.riu B--.y , jus t p:-.st Smith ' s 
Bc..y , t -.-·o :Pi t s , ·,7hi.ch nppen.reC. ".S rectc.ngul ".r C:.eprcssions \7ere 
recorded (N. 16o/4) . They col'1l!l:-.nded excelknt viei7s south 
to M:-.k--.rr. P~ r..nd the M"rlboroufh Sounds , o.nd north tc }.frmn. 
Isl "..nd. L".ck of' time on this pc- rticul ".r expedi ti.on p r evented 
invcsti[,".tion of r<.;portcc. tcrr".CC;S close by , so it is possibl e 
t h:-..t these pits in."..y be p:-.rt of :-.. more complex sit e . 

MIDDEl'TS. - Looking b :-.ck ov0r the files of si t o record f orms , 
one c.::-.n sec th--.t the Group l'l".s rGeorcicC: more midci.cns thc.n c.ny 
other type of site. llicldens C'..rc p:"'..rt icul".rly nllf!':c r ous :'.round 
the Poriru<:'.. H::-rbour , r.nd t he shell fish th:-~t ~".kc up most of 
the mid.dens must h--.ve been e<"\sily obt".in".blc from t he muclflo.t s 
"..Ild rocl<s. ·17i thin the midG.cns V" i·ic tics of shell h:cve been 
found, but rr.r ely much bone . The shell most fr1.,,ouently found 
in r.ti.dd.cns i s the Tu--.ngi (Chione s tutchburyi) , nhilst the Pip i 
(l.Jrrphic"'..esmn nustr~.le) is r'..lso f ound in l r.rgc qunnti ties. In 
the sh'llloTI e--.stcrn "rm of t he h-- r bour the 'i'~tiko or Mud Sn--.il 
(J..mphibol:c crenr'.t" )".re found in grcr'.t nur.bcrs , :md "re ··1cll 
rcprL.sentcC. in the midt:t:ns there; ·,;hilst shells such 2.s the 
Pr-.u.". ( Hnlict~s iris) o..nd the Lt '"'l.t :· (Lunell" sm.--.rr..gcln)n.re f ound 
,n the rocks on thu ; estcrn ".nn of the h".rhour ".nd :..ppc.".r c.lso 
in miGcens thvrc . 
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The Group c ttcr.ipts t o G.!k".lyse the c ontent s of shell middens 

in the field, a l though D.Ily difficult identific~.tions n.rc \7illingly 
done by the Museum St£'.ff. We hn.ve found tha t our lists of shells 
from middens o.ppco..r me"..gre by comp~rison uith the lists published 
by Elsdon Best, nnd c~ only c onclude that much more of t he middens 
must have been visible in his dny, or that he excavo.t cd f or his 
mo.tcrinl. 

lfo rove records of five middens on the west ern £'.rm of the har ­
bour, most of t hem being close t o the bench under the t e rra c e d 
hillside s . The en.stern :'..rm shous n much greater concentr.'.'..tion of 
midden mr-.teri nl , vri th tvm l .'..\r ge middens recorded on the southern 
shore, ruid t welve on the north- enstern shore. One cc.n ".lmost trc.c c. 
a c ontinuous line of shells from the Horokii:li Vo.llcy t o the K .. "..h~'lo 
Stre:c.~. The se middens o.re c.:11 exposed in the rond cuttings, nnd 
in sevcr:::.l C.'.'..Ses c.rc up to 6o ' in l ength. One group of f our middens 
supp1.i es ['.h tlmost c ontinuous line of mic,.Cl.en mn.tcrfo.l for over 200 ' . 
This c oncentr.tion is on t he bench b eloYr vvhn.t Best records o.s b e ing 
the "Eo.rthY:orks Po.", but y;hich no;-,r n.ppe.::i.rs to be c overed by t he ruin 
of an Army c nr pr'-rk. 

:B\lrther middens have been investignted c.t Pneko.ko.riki, 11here 
t\10 gren. t heo.ps of Pipi (Amp hide Sll\1'. o.ustro.le )1·mre mpped. Middens 
hn.ve b een visited in the r~n.ikr.nnc nr en., nhich is noted for the 
va st heo.ps of midc1en mc.tcritl still exposed on the so.ndhills behind 
the bc~.ch. Severtl of these middens hr-.ve r ecently been recorded 
nnd n.r c of p ['.rticul.'.'..r interest, n.s they nr e t he only middens so f£'.r 
t ha t hnve yielded artefccts on the surface, "'.. smnll fl clced chisel 
Ql1d n l nr ge flnked knife being p i cked up there in 1958. 

Middens hn.ve tlso been recorded n.t Orrhnriu Bny, o.nd o.t Smith' s 
no.y . 

BURU.L AREt. . - A record h".S been made of nn interesting group of 
stone r.iounds i n Pclliser Bay (N. 168, 169/1 . They ncrc sca tter e d 
over a b oulder strcvm bench "..t t he mouth of one of the l ::u-gcr rive rs 
in the Bny . Exco.vo.tions by Dr. T.T. Barrow in 1958 yielded o. 
crouch burio.l from unde rn0.'.'..th one mould. ~'hen r ecording during 
East e r , 1959, the l nr ges t r emcining mound mcnsurcd 23 ' x 13 ' . 

PMIBM!.T:. FORT. - The crumbling ruins of the old f ort a t P :-..rclll!!.t n. , 
built b ct'.7cen 1846-47 :.>.t the or cler of Si r Geor ge Grey , nttr"-cted 
the o..ttcntion of the Gr oup one '.Ti n t e r r..ft 0rnoon. Follo-.1ing 
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consul t r'..tions \Ii t h t he N"tionc.l Hist oric Plac e s Trus t, nnd the 
Ngc..ti- Ton Domnin Bon.r d, the Group ~ere given a s m.."..11 gr~.nt r..nd 
ask ed t o clenr the ruins s o thc.t they could b e turfed nnd n com-
memoro. ti ve pla que erec t ed.. The re ho.s been a lot of work 
i nvol v ed i n thi s p r oject, and u s ye t it is only hnlf compl eted, 
f o r ~c have ha d to move tons of t he b ench boulders tha t wer e 
p c.rt of the original c onst ruction . The locc.l inh."..bi t nnts think 
t h.'lt no n r c building c. mot or C"ltlp ( t ht-r e i s one planned f or t rot 
c.r ea) but n i t hin a. f c;,7 \:ie ek s i::e s hould be able t o c onf ound them 
vli.th n cc.r cf'ull y cl eared s ite. 

A vc.st mnount of recor ding r emc.ins t o be done in the 
\·:cllingt on dis trict, but c. good s t ['_rt h~s b een m.."..dc thi s year . 
\!c a r c f ortunr..t c t o hc..ve hc.d duri ng t he ycc:.r the expe rt c.dvice 
nvnilc.ble ['.t t he Dominion Mu seum, ~he re the Conchol ogy, 
Ichthyol ogy , .'.'l'l~ Vc r t cbrc.t c Zool ogy Dep a.rtmchts have been mos t 
helpful in identifying mD..t crin.1 collect ed during rec ording. 
1:\'e h.."..v e c.lso hnd much he l p from l ocal lnnC.ovmc rs and cn t husi:-.sts , 
who h:-..ve l ed u s t o s i t c s, '.'..S y;ell l".s c ontributing m"..t <.;ricl t o 
t he MusellLl colluctions. 

The mc..ps t h "..t illus t TI>.t c t his " rticle nere clrai;m by Miss 
v:·. Mumfo r d . The Phot ogr[>_phs are by Mr. Frc.nk O 'Lc~ry. 

'.-.'ORK IN THE -::1.IRJ.RJ:PJ. . by K. Cairns . 

"The Hist ory of the l!"..ir n r c.p n Maoris" i s s t eadily be ing 
rec orded. f.fte r gat hering I\..fcrenCC'S f or some ycD.rS , t he 
fi0l d c hecking of sites is p r ogres s i ng Ymll , o.nd during the 
yea.r much of the c or.st l i no hc.s been cov ered. E:Kpod.i tions with 
locnl enthus i c.sts h t'..V C been most successful, and t heir kno\7-
l edge of i mportnnt s ite s most usef ul. 

Furthermore l ocnl col lecti ons hnve been ex...'Llilincd C'.nd 
:cecor ded, nnd ev ery ender:vou r has b een made to secure t he c:xnct 
locality of c.rt efacts r ecor ded. I t is hoped ultim~tcly t o 
c ov e r t he ~re~ f roCT Pnlliser Bc.y nort h t o t he Mnna~ntu Rive r , and 
".l t hou gh t he :!_)rogromr.ie is nm.b i t ous , p r ogress t o clD.te i s en-
cour c.ging.,, f , nunbcr of i nl ['..nd settl ement ~rcns hc..vc b een 
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