
































328 IAN SMITH AND BROOKE TUCKER 

The intention of this research is to yield information concerning the prehistory 
of Su 'ena. This site, located on the island of Uki in the Southeast Solomon 
Islands, was excavated in 1972 under the auspices of R. C. Green. Radiocarbon 
dates have placed the site at circa 1450 AD. Detail of the excavation will be 
provided in conjunction with information regarding the stratigraphy and 
chronology. The site will also be placed in a temporal perspective within the 
prehistory of island Melanesia. 

The focus of the analysis will be on a component of the archaeological fauna! 
assemblage, the fishbone. A laboratory analysis of this material will help to give 
an insight into the subsistence systems and contribute to an understanding of 
prehistoric Su ena fishing practices. 

The place of the site in a regional perspective will also be carefully exam ined 
through a comparison of material recovered from nearby islands with that found 
on Uki. All of the above factors will be compiled to create the best possible 
scenario for the occupation history of Su 'ena. 

Van Wijk. Rachael. 1999. Feasts and Fasts. BA (Hons) dissertation. 
Anthropology Department, University of Otago. 91 pp, I appendix. 

A 1997 article by Cooper and McLaren demonstrated that the dietary patterns 
of the nineteenth century explorers· diets underwent three stages of 
development. Initially they relied heavily on bought provisions. but as bush 
skills improved more native food was exploited. As mounted expeditions 
became a viable option. the explorers once again returned to a diet relying on 
European provisions. 

This dissertation demonstrates that exp lorers in New Zealand did not undergo 
the same stages of development, despite developing similar culinary traditions 
that drew on their common British heritage. The discrepanc~ is due to 
differences between the two colonies in terms of environment and landscape. 
and the degree of cross-cultural interaction between the colonists and the 
indigenous people. The diets differed most in their exploitation of native foods. 
Differences in diets seen throughout New Zealand may be attributable to a 
number of causes. Environmental differences. the density of the Maori 
population and the state of relations between them and the local Pakeha. the 
reason for the journey and its financial backing. the length of the trip. and 
final!) their mode of travel. are all contributing factors. 
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Walsh, Rebeca. 2000. Moa Hunting at Anapai. BA (Hons) dissertation, 
Anthropology Department, University of Otago. 42 pp, 2 figures, 3 tables, 4 
appendices. 

Anapai is the only moa-bearing midden in northwest Tasman Bay. The aim of 
this dissertation is to investigate whether the moa remains at Anapai are likely 
to have derived from localised hunting, and whether the palaeoenvironrnent of 
the site is likely to have supported moa populations. 

The Anapai moa remains (Canterbury Museum assemblage) with the exception 
of six unidentifiable fragments, are all from the leg region of the moa. This 
suggests the possible importation of the haunches only. The species 
Anomalopteryx didiformis was positively identified by Worthy at the site, while 
two other individuals were indistinguishable between Anomalopteryx 
didiformis, Megalaptetyx didinus, and Emeus crassus respectively. 

Reconstruction of the surrounding environment suggests that Anamalopteryx 
didiformis could have been supported by the vegetation of the area. It is 
proposed that this region was not "teeming" with moa, but in fact had very 
little. This is evidenced by Ar.apai (MHI 3) and numbers of individuals 
identified mother Tasman Bay contexts (eastern Tasinan Bay sites). Research 
by Anderson on the windward and leeward provinces in New Zealand provides 
some background to an understanding ofmoa species distr;bution. Tasman Bay 
is located in the windward province where big game populations were small. 
This suggests that the moa remains from Anapai were most likely to have 
derived from opportunistic hunting. The remains suggest that only the lower leg 
body parts were brought to the site, with the kill probably occurring in a 
localised context. 

Watson, Katharine. 2000. Land of Plenty: Butchery Patterns and Meat 
Supply in Nineteenth Century New Zealand. MA thesis, Anthropology 
Department, University of Otago. 179 pp, 50 figures, 59 tables. 

Historical archaeology in New Zealand, while yielding much fauna! material, 
has done little with these remains beyond assess what was being consumed at 
a particular site. The methodology used to do this varies between site reports 
and is invariably not discussed in detail in the report. This focus on 
consumption ignores the potential uses to which fauna) remains can be put, as 
demonstrated by work undertaken in the United States and Britain. Key foci in 
these countries include status. ethnicity, changes in the economy, agriculture 
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and colonial adaptation. Using eight assemblages from sites throughout New 
Zealand. analysis was undertaken using a standardised methodology in an 
endeavour to reveal something about patterns of meat consumption in 
nineteenth century New Zealand. The comparative approach used showed that 
the date a site was occupied and its location were the most important factors 
underlying the composition of the assemblage. There was some variation 
associated with site type, but not to the same extent. Documentary sources from 
Central Otago were analysed in detail to elucidate information on the 
network(s) of meat supply operating in nineteenth century New Zealand. The 
evidence gathered in the course of this work indicates that the meat component 
of the British settlers ' diet changed with settlement in New Zealand, albeit not 
to the same extent as the diet of the British who settled in the United States in 
earlier centuries. The extent and nature of the changes experienced related to the 
class of the settler and when they sett led. 

Wheadon, Christopher. 1999. New Zealand Zooarchaeology: a Review of 
Current Methods. BA (Hons) dissertation, Anthropology Department, 
University ofOtago. 96 pp. 

Zooarchaeology is an important area of archaeological research. The extinct 
flightless moa was found in stratigraphic association with stone tool in 1843. 
The work of Lyell and Lubbock meant that such finds were rigorously studied. 
Zooarchaeology followed developments e lsewhere. From the 1960s New 
Zealand zooarchaeology was providing input into zooarchaeological theory 
(e.g. Davidson I 964a, I 964b; Ambrose 1963). By the late 1980s this active 
participation had decreased markedly. At this point New Zealand 
zooarchaeology began to fall behind. Thus changes now need to be made to our 
zooarchaeological methods: there needs to be standardisation in the analysis of 
zooarchaeological methods; smaller screen sizes need to be used; analysis of 
ske letal frequencies must be improved: taphonomic analysis must be used. This 
dissertation adresses these issues. 

Wilkinson, Aaron. 1999. Networks, Sourcing, and Social Organisation: an 
Assessment of Bronze Age Thai Trade and Exchange. BA (Hons) 
dissertation. Anthropology Department. University of Otago. 67pp. 

This paper assesses Bronze Age Thai trade and exchange and also the role of 
trade and exchange in the rise of Thai social complexity. The Bronze Age in 
Thailand is period around I 000 years in length, with initial casting beginning 
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in the vicinity of 1500 BC. This period is followed by major social changes 
following the introduction of iron metallurgy. 

A significant portion of this paper deals with theoretical discussion of trade and 
social models, with the aim to provide a base for Thai related discussion. Also 
included is an outline of Thai prehistoric excavations, beginning with the inland 
cave sites up until the Bronze Age period. 

This paper outlines what we know of Bronze Age Thai trade and exchange. Due 
to a limited number of major excavations, and a lack of provenance studies on 
exotic materials, discussion on Bronze Age Thai trade and exchange remains 
restricted. Knowledge of trade and exchange is restricted to a recognition rather 
than any absolute understanding of artefact movements or site relationships. 
There is a need for large scale excavation and artefact provenance studies 
before any further assessment can be made. 

Wilson, Amanda. 1999. Stone Tool Production at Cat's Eye Point. MA 
thesis, Anthropology Department, University of Otago. 180 pp, 44 figures, 27 
tables, 3 appendices. 

This thesis examines a lithe assemblage from Cats Eye Point (J42/4), Kakanui, 
North Otago, New Zealand. This Archaic site was excavated during 1996 and 
1997 and the lithic assemblage was collected from 4lm2 excavated during these 
two seasons. Previous studies of lithic material from New Zealand and the 
Pacific are reviewed to indicate the range of information that can be gained 
from lithic analysis. Themes of research in the North Otago region are also 
examined to place Cat's Eye Point into its regional context. 

This thesis had three main areas of investigation. The first involved a 
descriptive and technological analysis of the debitage using mass flake analysis 
(MEA) and individual flake analysis (IF A). Formal artefacts, such as 
harnmerstones, blanks, and preforms, were also examined. Secondly, spatial 
analysis was used to determine if the lithic assemblage could be used to infer 
intra-site activity areas. This was conducted by analysing macro- (flakes larger 
than 3rnm) and micro debitage (flakes less than 3mm) by examining the range 
of material types. The third area of investigation examined debitage recovered 
from 6.4mm ( 1/4 inch) and 3.2mm (1 /8 inch) sieves to determine if any 
sign ificant technological information was gained by debitage from the 3.2mm 
sieve. 
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The conclusions of this study indicate that there were two methods of basalt 
cobble reduction at Cat's Eye Point for adze production. Adze production at 
Cats Eye Point was opportunistic and the non-local material curated. The results 
of the debitage analysis indicate that the entire sequence of adze manufacture 
did not occur in the excavated area of Cat's Eye Point and initial cobble 
reduction probably occurred on the adjacent beach where the cobbles are found 
today. Consequently, coastal rock outcrops, even without evidence of associated 
debitage, must be viewed as potential sources ofrock for stone tool manufacture 
unless detennined otherwise. The spatial analysis detected two activity areas 
and a disposal area at Cats Eye Point. The analysis of the 6.4rnm and 3.2rnm 
debitage found that no significant technological infonnation was gained by 
examining the smaller flakes. 

Wylie, Simon. 1999. Reconstructing Prehistoric Fishing Strategies: Test 
Case from Moloka' I, Hawaii. BA (Hons) dissertation, Anthropology 
Department, University of Otago. I 05 pp, 14 figures, 23 tables, I appendix. 

The ecological approach to studying prehistoric fishing integrates ecological, 
ethnographic/ethnohistoric, archaeozoological and material culture data to 
reconstruct fishing strategies. This approach was employed to detenn ine the late 
prehistoric fishing practices used along a stretch of coastline near Hinanalua, 
north-west Molokai, Hawaiian Islands. The basic data set for this reconstruction 
was an assemblage of 6.4rnm identified fish bone recovered from several sites 
in the area as part of the H inanalua Project. 

The first major objective of this dissertation was to use this assemblage to 
illustrate the application and relevance of the ecological approach. The second 
principal aim was to use the assemblage to assess the significance of a select ion 
of methodological issues that can potentially distort the accuracy of fi shing 
strategy reconstruct ions produced by the ecological approach. These issues 
included: the existence of different methods for calculating the Minimum 
Number of Ind ividuals (MN!); general quantification biases of d ifferential 
preservation and the use of different numbers of elements for identification; and 
the problem of the taxonomic level of identification. Finally, the assemblage 
was used to test whether variation, in tenns of taxonomic abundance, range and 
size, existed in the fish bone recovered from sites with different functions, 
namely between residential and religious sites, and if so , what effect it may 
have on fishing strategy reconstruction. 

With regards 10 the first objective, it was found that the holistic narure of the 
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ecological approach makes it a thorough and effective method for 
reconstructing prehistoric fi shing strategies. Secondly, it was determined that 
the different methods of calculating MN Is and the use of different numbers of 
elements for identification may have no significant effect on rank order 
taxonomic abundance, which has important implications for inter-study 
comparisons of fish bone assemblages and fishing strategy reconstructions. 
However it was concluded that differential preservation might be an important 
bias in quantification and that the taxonomic level of identification has a 
profound influence upon the accuracy of fishing strategy reconstructions: 
further attention to and testing of these issues is required. Thirdly, it was 
demonstrated that differences do exist between fish bone assemblages from sites 
of different function, but it was cautioned that these might be just as much a 
factor of the methodological issues investigated above as of functional 
variation. 

However the most salient finding of this dissertation was that all of the aspects 
of fishing strategy reconstruction tested above interact and so each of these 
issues should be thoroughly investigated and tested before making firm 
conclusions about prehistoric fishing practices. 


