
 

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is made available by The New Zealand 
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons 

Attribution‐NonCommercial‐ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‐nc‐sa/4.0/. 



6,. 

food prepar. t ion over a consid0rc..ble periode 

11.N JJtCH/.IC TYPE OF .Mi.ORI HEI- TIKI FROM THE ,-~AIR!1Rh.P.A EAST co.-.s T 

by T. Bnrro.-1. 

Illus. Pla t e 1 . Mr-.p ref . Paho.oa N. 1 66 ( 271 1 29) 

Mr. R. H. Brought on of Masterton r ecently p l r- c cd on dcposi t 
·.:i th the Dominion Euseum n smo.ll tiki \;hi c h he discovered (lipril, 
1957)imb cdc1cd in surface sand on t he floor of .'.'. ·::ind- eroded hollm-; 
in dune ab out n rrd.lc sout h of Honeycomb Rock lighthouse, and 
apnr o:xir.£ .. tely 400 y:lr dn :f'rcm the shoreline . The front :cnd b ack 
vic\7s of this tiki ( Plc.te 1) in(i.,...r .. t e th~t the sped.me!'l is rc
~rknble i n bot h fo rm and rn.~tcr;~lo 

F i rst r of erenc c to l1Iro Brourl''.;on 1 ::; c1isco•;crJ D.T)pO:lr.:..d in a 
'7cllington nC'7,-;papcr ( r;,-eni.n~_Pont , 6/5/57) under the caption "Bo.by 
tiki p roves a puzzle - Unique find on the \hri.rarapu coo.st . ·' The 
report ~so suggest ed t iiat t he m['.tcrial mirpt be tronic:il clnm 
( triclncno.) but I ·,-,as u rw .. ble t o reconcile t h i s '.:i t h the phot ogr ap!'l 
appearing ·.-,ith the e rticle \7hi ch nhor:-cd unur;uli but clcc.rly Maori 
·.:o-rkrn..".nship. Ls I •~.s o-.-crscn::..; "..t t he time of t he W.scovcry it 
Hr> .. s not possible t o invcstign.t e thf' find innnec' .. ic:~tcly , bu t soo.1 o.ft0r 
my re t urn t o Ne•. : Zenb .. ncl I:~o Broughton visi te cl. the Dominicn ~:.:".fleu..1 
·::i th t he LiJsi.:., dcposi ted ~-n :i.n , 1~..., '"'"' 11 c:·d; 0;1, -'lnd kin<lly invi tcd 
me t o v,isit the sit.; o of ti:~ C15.scovery. l ri .r11r..n;n, 1959 , ·:d th Mr~ 
Kci. th C::i.i!'ns I · ;isi tea. ~-'.r ~ B::.-0t..[_;r:t..on r-.t Gl c.nbu:::-n , nh8n it v. "..:... 
possibl0 t o tmvcl i.1 c~r:r;:~---Y s~ ... th, to the l ccE'.t i on d..;:fined l'..h vc. 
Arin.r t fru.n the benci.:..t of' gcne ... · .. Ll. 00,; :-Vf'..tions in t he :~c6ic;:i , it 
' .. -.s pc ss:.hlc to es·~ ... '.blish the v: s t~·:1cc of f:r·:>. i;:no:-it..:: of' ir-"Hl l:.or~ 
uherc the til--i ;:ns discovered, ;;h : .. c'. conj i:.rrr.c.J. bcyL'~cl r-.;:::.:::---nn."ble 
dot·~t, th!:'..t the :-rtifaet ~ms i," ::>rim-=-.ry ::i.nsoc:.[· . .-c:.o'1 7.-:i '~1-i a l:;u...-iaJ.. 

·:~::.th r of0rencc t o ~ -:ie ma tcrin.l of rr::mufo.cture .• '.;his '::a:.; po:: ·_ -
t ively i dcn'vificl.t. 113• :0!'. r , I:~ L.:ll ~ ;: t h·.:: Do-:0.ni on Ht.::::ewn n.s l "..r £e 
dog cockle ( Glyc;vmcris Jn~ ..i.ct .:::t· to) . 'I'l '! BoJ lens Col lccti.:m yic"!..:'.."'cl 
-b.~ ... o si..r!lJ.,l c orrirJncr_-'!':-g frOJ 1 Cs.J.ie 1." 1..;_n_ ,·~n Dio~(!n cut f.!"am t b.e ::c.~ e 
t :-:rc of shell ::L'1r1 i 0v .:!al-i.::G ·',he · .rrr-.:.n11 

• •i.si-o::.::: c1 t.i: ~ J2..:-~· 'I: ... ;_:-
11 gn1i1.0 is due ~,o ·1;h:J p ronounce ... L r .;:';..'.'ll ::. ib::. rf ti~, lc-.rg.J dog cock2.o 
-::!-'icr r-i.v0 ~.i.sc -':c -~-- ~~i:- ·-:'.'..·'J.- : .. ..:.~" i c~_:- . .,;c}i :---~,-. . '. n cl.er.,...,y 
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o.efi ncd even Hhcn t he surfnc i s ground f l a t c..nd polished. 

Dimensions of the Br ought on tilci , a r e 50rrnn. x 25 mm. x 6 mm. 
The shell m~teric.l limits t he size , but no doubt c ontributes t o 
the simplicity of fo . Finely inci sed lines defining mouth 
and a single finger :1.re present , but '-'enthcring h'ls en~scc1 ot her 
surfa ce det~ils. The absence of a c onventional suspensi on hol e 
a t the hco.d suggest s that the tiki -.;c .. s norn invert ed, -.-.i. t h sus
p ension cord pass ing bct:ecn the legs. J. bone tiki of unusuul 
style in the ~u.nganui Museum has o. suspensi on hol e similarly 
p l aced. The; Broughton t iki has lost a. small frngment f rom be-
fa7een the f eet, but it is c l c;--· th.."..t >.'hen t he specime n -r,-as in
t a ct, this col.ld have been the: method of suspc.ns i on. 

'l'hc most s triking fc~ture of the Broughtr:m _!iki is its 
['.r d1c.ic s tylco In form it i s n!r.re r cl<':tcd t o Mc.r ouesnn stone 
hei-ti]d. th~n t o tne conventi onQl nephrite f erns of cla ssic 
~-..:tori culturco 'i.'hc e~n-licst nc;o1r.Lte f or:ns ~ ? lay t he upright 
head nnd b[,lc.r1cecl stc.nce (sec frnutispi ec'J to Dr . H. D. Skinner 1 s 
~he Moori Hei- tik}._, Otngo J"us• ' ;J!1'1 boo. let No~ 1, 19l1-6) , conse qu ent
ly ·.-.i. th rcfer<.:ncc t o the I-~"..rquc.san c:::o. :ple s, n.nd t h"' -.-:ooQ. sculp
ture of T:::..l1iti , r:::! r..n.y n::- ... •un1.; thc-.. t tho i.::t:,d gr_t posture '.:-:-.s yfidely 
used in the hUMn.n i mnr;cs of early 1borie culture., It is not 
poss ible t o determine. the c hronological ~gc of the Broughton 
tiki ,but it \!t. s eithc~ made c.t o. ve ry 1.;c.rly period ( ~s the fr<C.g
mcntory st~te of the ~ssociated burial suggests) , or by D.. cro.fts
m;_m ·::orking n t c.. c omp r c.tivcl y l i.-.. te p crioJ. ·. ithin the traditions 
cf n. l ocal M:-.nri culture mnr;rJ nc J i, 1 :-re" _, une r c loctl con
c.i'dons, n.nc"'.. the <.b:Jo:r·_ption o:l n\J".r i:1fluencc::.., ·.;r ou eht such fn.r-
·c:--c" ri.ng change in the c.rt i..; "l;it:: c !1\'1n-~ic)nE~ 

The photog.1.·'.':phs r eproduc"d on l?l ntc 1 ~ ·'P i prepa red by Mr o 
X- r ..::. .. ~~ 0 1 Lcc.r:- .. .'hc"'.;ogr ;>:ie:, i'c:- _r.ic n l(u.:;::n.:.· 1. 

---~-- --- -- -------- ----

, ~c.: thut t he J.::..socic..tior. : s cchcrne for site r.~eorclinr; is 
r0 .• :c or l ess e~~;:-_bJ.ishcd, l ~t ' s tuke n loo~~ nt it' ::; early his tory 
so thf'.t t he e:'i'orts of the 0riginal nrchi t ccts can be propc..rly 

.. lp~r;. :;:. · .. t cd. 
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