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PORTABLE ARTEFACTS AND ANTMAL REMAINS

Only a very small number of portable artefacts were found during the excavations
and none of these were in primary association - this is they were found among the
infilling of pits etc., and not in a situation which would lead to the conclusion that
they had any significant connection with the place whers they were discovered. Those &
artefacts found included a small highly-polished adze (fig. 9a), in square G.27 in the
disturbed soil above the occupation deposits, and also in the same square the pumice
dish (figz. 9d) which came from the fill of pit XIX. Three varied examples of an
ambiguous form of artefact, one of which is showmn in fig. 9b, were discovered.
srchaeologists have classified such objects as sinkers or phalluses but whatever their
function or functions they appear to be so universal that they can be of little archae-
ological value at present.

o

There were also some 160 flakes of obsidian distributed throughout the site.
Their maximum density appears to be about 2.4 per aguare foot, compared with 276 per
square foot at the Kauri Point Swamp.

Fire-stones were collected from each square and weighed. A Diagram (£ig. Tv)
has been prepared to show their weight along the profile of the sguares in row H. The
only comvensations made in this diagram are the doubling of the weight of stone from
the half squares. It is apparent that the weight of stones per square is fairly uniform
except in the case of the square with the large fire-pit VIII and the cooking area and
bank. This latter may reflect the possibility of the bank being built up c¢f spoil taken
from a previous cooking area.

The faunal evidence has not so far been studied and only a few general observa-
tions will be advanced here. There is a large shell midden at the foot of the cliffs -
upon which the site stands and there have been others in the past surrounding the site
on the plateau and spilling down its north-western face. However, these have been
extensively quarried for various purposes during the past ninety years, but sufficient
remains of many for them to be relccated upon aerial photcgraphs. Within the site the ¥
largestdeposit of sghells is found as a core to tke inner bank, where they are almost
certairly seccndarily deposited. Elsewhere there are small deposits, particularly in
some ol the postholes where is often concentrated a single species of animal. One
interesting collection consisted of a large number of cockles that had been dumped,
unopened, into the fill of & pit. All the vertebrate remains so far recovered are in
secondary deposits: they appear to irclude a few widely dispersed human bones and
guite numerous remains of rats. Some of the rat remains consisted of almost completely
articulzated skeletons, indicating that whole carcases had become incorporated in the

roceas of rit filling.

DISCUSSION

It is reasonable to conclude that the latest occupation, represented by phase
five, is that referred to in the historical accounts. On tLe other hand, the area
excavated is only a small fraction of the totzl, and the western area, in particular,
has not yet been studied at all. In view of the apparent incompleteness of the fort-
ifications of that area and the absence of any artefacts suggesting European contacts
in the eastern area, it seems advisable to withold identifying this occupaticn with that
of Whznake.

While a preliminary report is clearly not the place for conclusions, there is .
already sufficient evidence for evaluation and comparison with otker excavations. Of
primary interest is the interpretation to be placed upon assermblages of rits and for
this question the starting point is the propesal made by Parker that two parallel
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gtreams — called by him Archaic A and Archaic B = may be distinguished. Archaic A is
characterised by rectangular pits with "buttresses" in their walls, associated with
undersround store-pits. Archaic B possesses plain rectangular pits and relatively
smaller "bin-pits". The evidence suggests that both A and B were the products of
pecple sharing the common assemblage of Archaic, Eastern Polynesian artefacts, but
whose earthwork structures were mutually exclusive (Parker 1962:224).

This distinction between Archaic A and B has been demonstrated at the two
widely separated sites of Kumara Kaiamo and Skippers Ridge, while the presence of a
buttressed pit early in an occupation sequence has been suggested by the author for
a third and equally distant site of Mt. Boskill (Shawcross 1962:81) (for location of
these sites see inset to fig. 1). However, *he preliminary reports on Kauri Point de
not support the separate identities of Archaic A and D assemblages for in period 2
there are rectangular pits, some with buttresses and these are apparently associated
with "bin-pits" (Golson 1961:21), while at Kauri Point N53-54/6 there are rectangular
pits, without buttresses but associated with underground pits, (Green 13563:151) a
pattern which is repeated in phase 2 at Ongari. Thus the Kauri Point Peninsula
provides two different combinations, but both distinct from the arrangements proposed
by Parker. Such a conclusion, so far from invalidating study based upon pits, rather
serves; to sxphasize the need for considerably more work upon a problem whose sxistence
was virtually unknown four years ago.

On the other hand, a feature which now appears to be occurring with some
rejularity in the excavation of pa sites is a changeover in the characteristics of
occupaticn. In the early phases at Kauri Point, Kumara Kaiamo, Sarah's Gully Pa
(Birks 1250:15) and now Ongari, the rectangular pit, in a variety of forms, is
creloninant, whersas in the later phases postholes cut into a levelled surface occur
in luarge numbers within the defences. It is reasonable to suggest, though as yet
impossible to demonstrate, that at Kumara Kaiamo and Ongari, at least, this occurred
during the nineteenth century. If this is the case there may well have been a striking
and zeneral architectural change going on within pa sites. If pits, or at least some
pits, a3 suggested by Golson (Golson 1361:21) were houses, the change would be from
undarground houses, within the defended area, to above ground houses. But, if pits
were used for storage as, it appears, was Elsdon Best's assumption, and as has recently
been re—sxamined by Groube there is an even more distinctive change from relatively
limited and transient evidence for dwellings, associated with extensive underground
food storage and within the area of the defences, to a far more intensive and permanent
form of settlement, as is shown by the density of postholes, indicating timber framed
cuses, and cooking area debris at Ongari and by Shortlands reference to the commumity
living within the pa. Which interprstation of pits best fits the Ongari evidence is
3till an open guestion, particularly as it seams possible that the excavations have so
far only uncovared specialized areas which may have shifted to different parts of the
sites in different occupation rhases.

One final point: the Historical account indicates that Ongari was turned into
a cultivation area after its abandonment. If this practice was general it may contain
the explanation for earlier fortifications being levelled and pits being filled. This
would be a logical procedure if, as is possible, the buman occupation reintroduced some
vital source of fertility into the soil.
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A COASTAL SECTION BELOW THE PA SITE AT ONGARE POINT

by J.C. Schofield.

Mr, F.W. Shawcross, Anthropology Dept. University of Auckland drew my attention
to the following section during the Baster Holidays. He thought there may be some
evidence for past sea-level change. Although the exposures were not suitable for such
evidence better exposurcs aight be had as quarrying for shell grit continues. The
following is a rather hurried description of the section as exposed 30/3/64.

Layer 1 (Top) (1' plus) midden with clayey matrix. Contact 1/2 sharp irregular.

er 2 (6') Mixed lumps of "clays" derived from old soils and from man-associated
clay-zlomerates' - individual fragments up to 1' plus. Lenses of midden are present -
tyre A with clay matrix and appears disturbed; type B has charcoal, is free of matrix
and is not disturbed. Contact 2/3 sharp and irregular.

er 3 (1" = 4") Grey midden with much burnt broken shell. No clay matrix.
ntact 3/4 sharp and almost horizontal. Duz through at one place by shallow pan-like
pit filled with layer 3.

Layer 4 (0 - 2") fine clay-glomerate. Contact 4/5 sharp regular.
Layer 5 (0 = 4") compare 3 Contact 5/6 sharp regular.

Layer 6 (0 = 2") a five-foot long lens of brown-grey clay with fine horizontal bedding,
rare charcoal fragments and worm casts. Contact 6/7 sharp and almost horizontsl.

Layer 7 (5" - 9") sandy midden with much broken shell, lenses of whole shell, clay
fragments, charcoal common, grey pumice pebbles at base. Contact 7/8 sharp horizontal.

Layer 8 (1'9") "midden" or storm-ridge of clean whole shell, no matrix, charcoal
moderately common. Contact 8/9 sharp and horizontal.

ar (1'3" plus) Mainly broken shell with sandy matrix. Probably beach. Top about
1" above high tide level.

Notes

None of the contacts showed any evidence of great time intervals between
deposition of the layers. The material of layer 2 may have been deliberately dumped
in place - certainly the middens of type B were placed in this manner without any further
transportation - or the bulk of the material may have 3lid down the steep slope on the
ocean side of the Pa, being deliberately thrown there by the Maories; or perhaps this





