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The second phase is represented b1 a far greater number of pits, aligned 
::orth·J:;ast by South·\7est, and the interesting, underground pit. This group 
consists of pits I I , III, V, VI and X (cut into V), and also XII, XV and XXVII. 

The third phase discloses a rather more open plan also aligned North- ·ast by 
South·\'i'lst. The pi ts which t o this phase XI and its satellite XIII and also • 
the large fire pit VIII. Another f ea ture which may be provisionall1 assigned to thia 

is structure XVIII, which, while appearing to be a pit, has features which suggests 
that it was in fact a defensive ditch . 

The fourth phase is represented b1 pits once more in a North-West by South-East 
alignment and consists of pi ts I, IV, VII and XIV. At this point the stratigraphic 
relationship between pit VII, the fire pit VIII from the preceeding phase, and ita 
predecessor, pit VI, may be demonstrated in t he section (fig. 8) 

H 17 

Sea/• _,0 
__ ,l __ __ f' FIG.8. 

The fifth phase of occupation may, in fact, fall into two parts . It is 
represented by the construction of t he double bank and ditch system which now stands 
and the verJ extensive deposits of occupation debris, the majority of fire pita and 
timber str..ictures. The defensive system has been cut into and imposed upon structures 
of tte previous four phases . The site appears to have been entirely levelled at this 
time , .• d no pi ts have been found in association with it, On the other hand there are 
numerous fire pits , as previously mentioned, lying in the lee of the bank (fig. 4) and 
seen in the section (fig. 7a) . ContemporaX'J' with these tire pita are the poatboles 
( sl!own on fig. 4) , which were dug into the surface of the levelled a.rea and indicate 
the presence of timber s truct ures . While there is no evidence for a break in t he 
occupation it was of sufficient length to leave extensive evidence tor ooolcing and for 
reconstruction of build.ings . 

As a conclusion to this section it may be said that there i s a clearly marked 
change in the character of the occupations between phases four and five. 
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PORTABLE ARTEFACTS Alm Ai.'mo!.AL REMAINS 

Onl y a very small number of portable artefacts were found during the excavation• 
and none of these were in primary association - this is they were found aDX>ng the 
infilling of pits etc., and not in a situation which would l ead to the conclusion that 
they had any significant conne ction with the place where they were discovered. Those ~ 
a rtefacts f ound included a small highly-polished adze (fig. 9a) , in square G.27 in the 
disturbed soi l above the occupation deposits , and also in the same square the pumice 
dish (fi g . 9d) which came from the fill of pit XIX. Three varied examples of an 
ambi guous form of artefact, one of which i s shown in fig. 9b, were discovered. ~ 
Archaeologist s have classified such obj e cts as sinkers or phalluses but whatever their 
f unction or functions they appear to be so unive r sal that they can be of little srcha~ 
ol ogical value at present. 

There were also some 160 flakes of o~sidian distributed throughout th~ site . 
The i r maximum density a ppears to be about 2.4 per square f oot, compared with 276 per 
square f oot a t the Kauri Point Swamp. 

Fir e- stones were collected from each square and weighed. A Diagram (fig. 7b) 
has been prepared to show their weight along the profile of the squares in row H. The 
only compensations ms.de in this diagr am are the doubling of the weight of stone f r om 
t he half squares. It is apparent that the weight of stones per square is fai r ly uniform 
except in t he ca se of the square with the large fire - pit VIII and the cooking area and 
ban k. This l3tter may reflect the possibility of t he bank being built up cf spoil t3ken 
f r om a pr evious cooking a rea. 

The fauna l evidence has not so far been studied and only a few general observa
t ions will be advanced here . There is a l a rge shell midden at the foot of the cliffs 
upon which t:ie si te stands and there have been othe rs in the past surrounding t he site 
on t he pl~teau and spilling down its north-wes tern face. However, these have been 
exter.sively quarried for various purposes during the past ni net y years, but sufficient 
remains of many f o "." them to be r elocated upon a erial photogr aphs. Within the site the 
11:.rgest deposit o~ she :!.ls is foun:i as a core to t l:.e inner bank, where t hey are almost 
ce1·ta i r.ly s econdarily deposited. Elsewher e the r e are small deposits, part icularly in 
some of the po atboles whe r e is often concentrated a s ingle species of animal. One 
inte res tin6 col l ection consisted of a large nucber of cockl es that had been dumped, 
unopened , L~to t l:.e fil l o~ a pit. All t he vertebr ate re~ains so far recovered are in 
oeconc~~y depoaits: t hey appear t o i~clude a few wijely dispersed hUlilall bones and 
;u! t e numerous r emains of r a t s . Some of t he rat remains consisted of almost completely 
.,;r t i cuJ "ted skel eton:;, indicatinff that whole carcas es had become incorpora t ed in t he 
pr ocess of pi i f illing. 

DISCUS5I011 

I t i s reasonable to conclude that tbs latest occupation , represented by phase 
five , is tha t referred to in t ~e historical accounts. On the other hand, the area 
excavated is only a small f r action of the total, and the western area, in particular, 
has not yet been studied at all. In view of the apparent incompleteness of the f ort
ificat i ons of t hat area and t he absence of al'\Y a rtefacts suggesting European contacts 
in the eas t ern a rea, it seems advisable t o W'ithold identifying this occupation with that 
of Whanake. 

While a preliminar y report is clearly not th~ place for conclus:on s , there is 
already sufficient evidence for evaLiati on and comparison with otl:.er excavations. Of 
primary interest is the interpretation to be plsced upon ~ssemblages of pits and for 
this question the starting point is the pr oposal i:cade by Pa rker that two p!lrall el 
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streams - called by him Archaic A and Archaic B - m8J be distinguished . Archaic A is 
characterised by rectangular pi ts ri th "buttresses" in their walls, associated with 
under~round store- yits. Archaic B possesses plain rectllllgular pits and relatively 
Slll£1ller "bin-pits". The evidence suggests that both A and B ware the products of 
people ~harill6 tbs coci::on assemblage of Archaic, Eastern Polynesian artefacts , but 
whooe earthwork structures were mutually exclusive (Parker 1962:224). 

This d:stinction between Archaic A and B bas been demonstrated at the two 
widel;r separated sites of Kw:iara Kaiaco and Skippers Ridge, while the pres-.nce of a 
buttre3sed pit early in an occ~pation sequence bas been suggested by the author for 
a third !md e~uall;r distant site of Mt. Roskill (Sha· .. cross 1962:81) (for location ot 
these sites see inset to fig. 1). H~ever, :he preliminary reports on !Cauri Point do 
not support t~e separate identities of Archaic A and B assemblages for in period 2 
there are rectanisular pits, some with buttresses and these are apparently associated 
with "bin-pi ts" ( Oohon 1961: 21) 1 while at Kauri Point N53- 54/6 there are rectangular 
pits, 'Hitt.out buttresses but associated with underground pits, (Gree.'l 1963:151) a 
pattern ~hich is repeated in phase 2 at Ongari. Thus the !Cauri Point Peninsula 
provides two different combinations , but both diztinct from the arrall6ements proposed 
by P'lrker. Such a conclusion, so far from inv;;lidating study based upon pi ts, rather 
serveJ to e~phasize the need for considerably m.lre work upon a problem wbose existence 
·.,:is vi rt\ully unknown four years ago . 

On the other hand , a feature which now appears to be occurring with soce 
re~"'.llarit;r in the excavation of.£! sites is a ch;ingeover in the characteristics of 
oc:~paticn . I n t~e early phases at Kauri Point, Kumara Kaiaco 1 Sarah's Gully Pa 
(Birk.; :;S):l9) and now Ongari, the rectangular pit , in a variety of forms , is 
;·re 0!ocoinant , wLereas in the later phases pootbohs c:.it into a levelled surface occur 
i n :~c); ~..mbers within the defences. It is reasonable to suggest, though as yet 
i~;ossible to demonstrate, ti:J.at at Kum3ra Kaiama and Ongari, at least, this occurred 
.:ur:.n~ th' ninet,enth century . If this is t!le case there may well have been a striking 
~nl ~e~ersl arcl:.itectural change going on within I:!. sites . I! pits, or at l east some 
pit3 1 33 suc;~ested by Golson (Golson 1961:21) were houses, the change would be from 
u.,~~rtSI"ound houses , within the defended area, to above ground houses. But, if pits 
weL·e i;sed for storage as, it appears, 1•as Elsdon Best's assumption, and as bas recently 
bee~ re- examine1 ty Groube there ic an even more distinctive cha.'lge from relatively 
limited and transient evidence for dwellill6s, associated with extensive underground 
food storage and within the area of the defences, to a far more intensive and permanent 
for::: of settlement, as is shown by the density of postholes, indicating timber framed 
'1-..13"'" • a."ld cooking area debris at Ongari and by Shortlands reference to the co=.mity 
living within the~· Which interpretation of pits best fits the Ongari evidence is 
3till an open ~uestion, particularly as it seams possible that the excavations have so 
far only uncovered specialized areas which may have sl:.ifted to different parts at the 
sites in different occupation phases . 

One final point: the Historical account indicates that 0118ari was turned into 
a cul tivation area after its abandonment. If this practice was general it may contain 
the explan;ition for earlier fortifications bein& levelled and pits being filled. Tb.is 
would be a logical procedure if, as is possible, the human occupation reintroduced some 
vital source of fertility into the soil . 

• . 
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A COASTAL SEOI'IO?l BELOW THE PA SITE AT ONGARE POI NT 

by J . C. Schofield . 

!Jr. F.J. Shawcross, Anthropology Dept. University of Auckland drew 111;,Y" attention 
to the following section during t he Easter Holidays. He thought there may be some 
evidence for past sea-level change . Although the exposures wer e not suit able for such 
evidence better e~posurea mi.;ht be had as quar ry ing for shell grit continues. The 
following is a rather hurried description of the section as exposed 30/3/64. 

Layer 1 (Top) (l' plu3) midden with clayey matrix. Contact 1/ 2 sharp irregular. 

Lay!ll' 2 (6 ' ) l!ixed lumps of "ch.ya" derived from old soils and from can- associated 
1clay-glomerates ' - individual fragments up to 11 plus . Lenses of midcen are present -
type A with clay matrix and appears disturbed; type B has charcoal , is free of matrix 
and is not disturbed. Contact 2/3 sharp and irreBUlar . 

~er 3 (l " - 4") Grey midden with much burnt broken shell. No clay matrix. 
ntact 3/4 sharp ani almost horizonhl. Duo through at one place by shallow pan- like 

pit filled with layer 3. 
Layer 4 (0 - 211 ) fine clay-glomerate . Contact 4/5 sharp re~lar. 

Layer 5 ( 0 - 4") compare 3 Con tact 5/ 6 sharp regular. 

Layer 6 ( 0 - 2") a five-foot long lens of brown-grey clay with fine horizontal bedding, 
rare charcoal fraoments and wor~ casts. Contact 6/7 sharp and almost horizontal. 

Layer 7 (5" - 9") sandy midden with much broken shell, lenses of whole shell, clay 
fragments, charcoal common, grey pumice pebbles at base. Contact 7/8 sharp horizontal. 

Layer 8 (1'9") "midden" or stol'lil-rid&e of clean whole shell, no matr ix, charcoal 
llX)derately OOl!lllon . Contact 8/9 sharp and horizontal • 

.Le,yer 9 (l '3" plus) Mainly broken shell with sandy matrix. Probably beach. Top about 
l' above high tiie level. 

None of t he contact s showed any evidence of great t ime intervals between 
deposi t ion of the layers . The material of layer 2 may have been deliberately dumped 
in place - cer tainly the middens of type B were placed in this manner without any further 
transport ation - or t he bulk of the material may have slid down the steep slope on the 
ocean aide of t he ?a , being de liberately thrown there by the Maories; or perhaps this 
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