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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN IDRTH OTAGO: 
This cleals brie fly w:i~th · a rchaeol ogical sites between 
Kahanui a nd Shag P oi~t on which s ome investigati on has 
been done r ecentlyo Onl y on e , tha t of' Te Rak a - a - Hinea t ea, 
exhi bits surf'o.ce f eatur es o r earthworks, an d othe r s a r e 
covered by up t o seven f'eet o r earth o r soil. This poi nt 
makes r e c ognition, an d in some c a ses investigat ion, 
d.if'f'icul to 

Mo.t a Kaea - Shag Point ( S. 146/424201). 1 A small . Unfortff'ied 
s ite on the Shag Po int Peninsula , it was used ma inly as a 
workshop f'o r preparing sandst one f'rom a ·nea rby qua r-ry-, ··-and 
a s a fishing ca mp. Althcu gh Maoris g r ew po t a t oes in the 
vicinity as l a te as 1845 , ma t e rial f'rom Ma t a Kaea shows 
n o sign of' European influence~ The co - op e r a tion of' the 
Crown Land s Department was obtaine d t o bring a stop t o 
Je spolia tion result ing f'rom r emov a l of turf f or use on 
bowlin g g reens, but l a ck o f' l ab our h o.s pre vent e d excav a 
tions during the l a st 20 months. Most of' the a rtifa cts 
tha t h ave been obt ained came f'rom a clif'f' -t op midden area; 
much l es s work ed mat e rial being f o und e lsewhe re on the 
si t e . 

Sa n dstone from the l ocality h9. s been f oun:l on c oast a l 
si t es up t o 20 mil e s n o rth a.µd _a t l e a st 30 mile~ so~th of 
Shag Point, and in many c ase-s· was used. for cutting g reen-

stDne. File s and cutters which are ver y a bundant on 
Mat a Kaea , have in many c a ses be en shaped v ery carefull y. 
Two n on-utility specime ns a r e P3- rticula rly well ma de , 
be ing shaped a s a b a rra coutta- h ook shank and a s mall h og
b a cke d adze respective ly. Bo th one - piece and composite 
h ooks were use d f or fishing thcu gh points of the latt e r 
(usually b a rbed) f a r outnumbe r the f o rmer. Apparentr ·y--·· · · 
s ol e l y Ngai Tahu occupa tion. 

1. Map r e f erence s hereafter are to 8146 unl es s o the rw.ise ·, 
s t a t e cl. · 

Ka tiki Bea ch Sa ndhills - Ka tiki (445305). Severa l buria ls 
were f o und he r e some de c aue s ago by Ha rt, Tevio t dal c and 
othe r s . Ske l e t a l rema in s and mi dden mat e ria l ar e s till 
f ound but mo st h as been wincl - rUsturbed. Moo. b ones in 
as soci 'lti on with 0~01.lp'.lti '.)nal mat e ria l nr e appar ently sub
f' o ssil , o. r.. - buri FJ J-: ~ _)p co. r t :::; be Ngai Tahu. 
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Waima t a itai Mouth - Kat iki (447306) 0 This is a small 
Moa- hunter hunting and fishing camp, but there a r e two 

·· na rrow occupationa l stra t a of inde t e rmina t e age above 
the ma in deposito The main ite ms of inte r est obtained 
from limited excavations a r e ba rbed points of c omposite 
fi sh-hooks and bones of Aptirnis.. Ero s ion is t aking 
pl a ce a t a high r a t e am if it continues little will be 
l eft of t he site i n a few years. 

Black Sandy Bax - Ka tiki (4533 06). Ve ry similar t o 
Katiki Beach Sandhills with bo th buri als and mi ddeno 

Te Raka-a -Hineatea - Ka tiki (457300). A l a r ge t e rraced 
pa of the Ngai Tahu, occupied probabl y about t he 
mi ddl e of the e i ghteenth cent ury (no 014 da t e has ye t 
been obta ined). Althou gh the re a r e no defensive walls 
or di tches vi sibl e , the site is almos t surrounded by 
steep cliffs to the sea which woul d afford good 
protection. There ar e two fresh wat e r springs on the 
siteo 

Build ings were constructed of dr essed Tota r a slabs 
having an ave r age section of 8" x 1-!" o One of 
particular inte r est wa s about 12 ' 6 11 x 8 ' 6" in inte rnal 
dimensions and oonta ined t wo r e ctangula r stone fire 
pl ace s. All the stubs of the uprights which mar led the 
walls and the centre pole were cha r red a f ew inche s 
bel ow· present ground l e ve l. Appar ently t h i s and other 
buildings on the site were burnt down. 
Artifact s include adzes, chisels, pendant s, e tc. , of 
nephrite , crushers and pounders for haematite, and bone 
fish-hooks ; all typical of the per iod. 
North Beach - Katiki Point (~58307) . Probabl y a small 
Moa-hunte r camp ove rla in by a l a t e r site, the l a tte r .. 
possibly a continuation Of' Te Rak a- a - Hinea t ea. 

Moer~. The r e a r e 3 or 4 c onnected site s h e r e (455327, 
452347, 443345), one of which wa s occupi ed until abo~t 
1900. Be ca use of continued Maori occupation, and t he 
nume rous buria l s (in some cases ad j ace n t t o whar e s ites), 
no excav ation has been done h e re by the Write r. 
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!fampdeI1;. Be t ween MoerJ.ki and Hampden is one small Moa - Hunter ·! 
camp s ite (421384) ani at Hampden itself is anothe r (404365)0 . 
About ~ mil e inl and i s an a r ea of middens and evens and a 
number of l a t e r period adzes h ave been found. 

Wai anakarua Bluff. Three small surfa ce sites (442442, 
4§0455, 449458), one CTf whi ch is possi b l e Moa-hunte r. ~ 

Wai anakarua Rive r Mouth (448472) . An important Moa- hunte r .~ 
camp site fro m which a- numbe r of artifact s have been ob t ained'. 
afte r pl ough ingo : 

TAI RUA2 

Archaeol ogical excavations a t t h i s r e centl y dis covered Moa- ~ 
hunt e r camp s ite h ave revealed cultural ma t e ria l of consid- : 
e rable interest. Al though about half the site hus been 
disturbed by cultivati on and roadwork, it i s hoped tha t 
when the pr esent programme of excava ti on s by member s of the 
No rth Otago Scientific and Historical Socie t y under the 
direc tion of the Writer is compl e t ed much impo rtant dat a 
will be obtained. 
The coast r oad to Kakanui runs right across the site which 
is on a small fl at just south of Ta i Rua Po int. Pa r t of it 
lies on priva t e l a nd and the r es t on the r oadside under 
the cont r ol of the Wai tak i Cotmty Council. Only a f ew 
a cres in exte nt it is bounded on the east by t he sea and 
the north by a swamp. 
After p r el iminary investigations and survey, e xcava tio n 
was commenced a t t he beginning of 1958 . On occas ional 
Sa turdays throughai t t he year some 45 five-foo t squar es 
we r e wo rked (involving the handlin g of about 50 1Dns of 
so il) , from which 270 a rtifacts have been obtained. 
Over much of the site the r e are b e t ween 6 a~ 8 l ayers, 
the fourth, sixth a nd seventh being occupational. "Bel ow 
t his is an ancient beach and cont a i n ing oo me skel e t al 
r emains of seal s tha t d i ed naturall y. 
In one a r ea, n ea r a swamp, the occupational deposit is a 
Jensely packed l ayer of Moa l:Dnes. Heavie r bones of the 
l egs a r e well prese rved, but skulls, ne cks and pelvi s a r e 
usually very fragile , in the swamp itsel ~ most bones a r e 
ve r y simil a r in cons i stenc y to the muidy ro il in which 
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they are embedded. This makes the ir remova l a l most 
i mpossibl e , but l uckil y it i s not the ca se furtrer 
from the swamp, whe r e even tracheal rings lie in 
position a l ongside a rticulated necks and skull so 
Amongst the bones a re artifacts but they are more 
numero~s in certa i n a r eas of she ll mi dden. Spec i e s 
of Moa so f a r di scove r ed a r e Euryapte r yx gravi s and 
Pa chyornis el e phantopus (Scarlet de t . ) -a t a r a tio of 
3: 1. 

The majorit y of a rtifa ct s a r e of Moa b one, t hough othe r 
bird and whal e bone was al so used . Chise lling of bone 

_(in the prepar ation of hooks, et cG ) was · done to a 
gre a t e r extent he r e t han on most othe r .sites i n thi s 
a r ea, but the mor e usual methods of working (cutting, 
drilling, grinding) we r e a l so used. 

One of the commonest a r tif a cts f ound in the depos it is 
a sub-circul a r spall of g r eywacke, used for cutting and 
scraping fl esh from bone s. Referring t o these f :ro m the 
Raka i a Mouth (Cante rbury) site , Julius v on Haast 
suggested that they be called "Teshoa" , a North 
American Indi an name f or a s i mil a r flake (Trans.N. Z. 
Inst~, Vol. 7, 91 - 98). Although perhaps not strictly 
correct, I have f ound it convenient to adopt this n ame 
:for Mao ri s pecimens. 

It is yet r a ther earl y to dr aw any definite conclusions, 
but it does appear that the inhabitants of Tai Rua we r e 
mainly occupi ed with hunting and fi shin g. The r e i s 
little evidence of buildings o r of t ools such as adzes 
tha t coul d be used in preparing timber. 

Investigations a r e continuing a s time permits~ 
M. M. T. 

FIRST-AID I N THE FIELD : . 
Reade rs of Wheeler's 'Archaeol ogy .from the Ea rth ' may well 
be s ome what dismayed by t he l en gthy baggage-tra in of 
specialists and t he ir equipment which , he insists, should 
accompa ny an e xcavation. No - one wi t h any prof essi on t o 
compet ence would dispute h i s a rguments - too of t en . 
excava tions have suffered fr om l a ck of specia l ist l a bour , 
but it is eoually true tha t oft e n l ack of money and 
personne l meke such l avish provis i os i rnpossible a It is 
an i mportant point for 12.i scussi e n w!le t her a Ei t P- of 




