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CONCLUSION:

We found that these methods of recording had several advantages, Firstly,
it was easy to keep track of all the finds, prepare provisional lists of
distributions, and ensure that no dross was retained. Secondly, the con-
stant check prevented any undue accumulation of “unprocessed” finds,
especially faunal material. Thirdly, and most important, these procedures,
though basically simple, were found to be capable of flexible modification
to fit the various needs of the excevation as it progressed., Overall, they
encouraged a disciplined apprcach to recording which matched that required
in the actual digging, and they will of course be reviewed and modified as
necessary.

Finally, there were a mumber of other, more unexpected benefits. As teams
took pride in the detail of their work, the team leader was better equipped
to contributs suggestions to the regular reviews of digging progress held
for all members of the excavation. These reviews took place both on the
site, where mainly stratigraphical problems were discussed, and in the even-
ings at the camp. The lattar sessions were concerred primarily with dis-
cussions on the finds, including specialist comtributions on artefacts,
faunal remains and sc on, and were designed to improve the general knowledge
of the excavators about the whole site. It was found that this wider
appreciation was especially valwable in connsction with our dealings with
the gereral public, when students were asked to act as guides for groups of
visitors and were expected to know the details of the various operations
being undertaken. Furthermore, the visitors, seeing the nature of the

recording employed as a ratter of routins, appreciated more readily that
excavation was not simply a process of digging.
Beference:
Mackay, S. and Trotter, M.M., 1961, "Pa a Te Wera, Huriaws Peninsula,
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In its latest report on site preservation, the scheduled site committee of
Council has drawn attention to the value of adult education elasses in
archaeology. This note discusses sors developments in this field in Otago
in recent years, whers a schems has evolved with the full co-cpsration of
ths Adult Education Department, University of Otago. Adult Education
Classes in archaeology have been held in the FProvince for a good many years
notably those run by Mr, L, Lockerbie, and several people drawn into this
scheme received their introduction to the subject under his guidance. The



main difficulty attending success in adult education work, I think, is how
to hit on means of extending it beyond the introductory level, espscially
as ore cannot control, except perhaps indirectly, the numbter and quality
of enrolments in each session, One way of dealing with this difficulty is
here considered.

While working at Birmingham City Mussum between 1954 ard 1958, I was drawn
into an adult education schemes where small arckasclogical groups ware
created in towns in the West Midlards by carefully plann2d weekend schools
and winter courses, the aim baing to recruit tha students for the excavat-
ion of Roman sites, often on thalr cwn doorstep. This schomz related to a
research project being undertalsn on a shesstring by a rember of Birmingham
University, vho was interested in the congusst of the Wsst lMidlands bty the
Romans in the first Century A,D., The students did not rezent being used in
this way. All excavations were undertaken with deliteration, and even the
lsast expert felt that to wheel a barrow on Saturday afterzoons was at least
a small contribution to the sclution of a problem significant for local
history.

The success of this scheme suggested that sorething similar might usafully
be developed in Ctugo, and in recent yoars an attempt has besn made to plan
the annual winter courses into an intagrated sequence, invelvirg a prograsss-
ive specialisation for continuing students, while new members were groundasd
in first principles in introductory classes. On two cccasions, also, we
have organised fieldwork training schools during the sucnmer, run by the
Ctago Anthropological Society in association with the Adult Eduveation
Department. It has been fortumate that the winter courses could be held at
the Otago Museum, where, with the permission of the Museum Trust Boerd,
suitable lecturing facilities were available, and teaching material of all
deseriptions could bs borrowed from the relevant collections,

This schems really began in 1960 with & simple course in gersaral Polynesian
archaeology. It was intended to follow this up with another the follcwing
yoar on the archaeology of New Zealand, with soms simple fieldwork included
in the syllabus, This was wise, because most of the members had only a hazy
knowledge of recent developments in New Zealand archasology and lacked ex-
perience in systematic fieldwork, while an understanding of methods of
archasological interpretaticn was quite absent.

In 1961, therefore, five lecturers, each possessing soms experience of
difference aspects of field archaeology, providsd a course which began with
an examination of the methods of site recording, and passed to a review of
excavation techniques and ways of analysing finds., The twslve sessions were
obviously too limited to allow for the inclusion of much detail, but the
course did involve three visits to local sites, and we also discussed the
effectivensss of the Artefact Recording Scheme, previously considered at
the N.Z.A.A. extended A.G.,M. in June of that year.



In the following January, the first summer training school was held, at
Tai Rua (Bridge Point), Otago, This was designed to give some first hard
excavation experience at a coastel dune site, so common in the district,
where previous work, mainly by Mr. M.M. Trotter, had indicated rich arte-
factural and faunal remains as well as structural evidence., This excavat-
ion was not without its mistakes. Digging in sand requires tight control,
particularly when dealing with postholes, and we soon realised that it was
necessary to improve our recording procedures. Similarly, we took steps to
increase facilities for student participation in the identification of
finde and the analysis of results, particularly by encouraging the students
to work on the materisl after the excavation, although at the time labora-
tory space at the Otago Museum was very restricted. Finally although this
was not readily apparent until about half way through the following winter
course, there emerged a very real need to extend our overall knowledge of
local prehistory, particularly in the coastal area,

In the winter of 1962, therefore, while the processing of material from the
previcus excavation was undsr way, a course was held reviewing the reliable
evidence of local prehistory. Our biggest difficulties, of course, were
that well provenanced finds were remarkably few and published evidence
limited, The course finished just before the holding of the N.Z.A.A.
Christchurch Conference, and it had already been mooted that we should mext
turn our attention to sites possessing obvious structural evidence, and per-
haps begin the excavation of one of these., The wvaluwe of the excavation of
such sites was obvious from the papers of Green, Parker and Groube at the
Conference, with their emphasis on the study of evidence which revealsd a
sequence of culture change., It was not surprising therefore, that our next
summer school should take place at Karitame, where, on the Huriawa Peninsu-
la, was at least one pa site with marked surface features.

This type of site, having postholes in clay and artificial build-up of
terraces and defence works, was quite nsw to almost all of us, Excavat-
ions were slow, and recording methods extensively modified from those used
praviously, with an emphasis on the decentralisation of responsibility to
team-leaders (See Article by Gathercole and Knight, 1964), Probably, we
could have excavated more quickly, and so left fewer problems for investig-
ating in subsequent seasons, Certainly, it has nos becoms clear that the
pattern of activity which emphasises fieldwork training rather than re-
ssarch per ge needs to be modified, end the Karitane excavation planmed for
January, 1984, will be an explicitly research operation rumn by the
Anthropological Society alome, and not organised as a training school,

Indeed, the pattern of adult education classes in the winter of 1983 itself
foreshadowed this development. With more tutors availatble, it was possible
to operate more widely and at the same time run two courses at the Otago
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Museum: the first was an introduction to Oceanic archaeology, the second

a series of advanced classes which analysed the publishsd reports of recent
excavations in tropical Polynesia, and discussed the use of non-archaeologi-
cal evidence as an aid to archaeological interpretation.

Outside Dunedin, a short course in Polynesian Anthropology was held at
Oamaru, leading to the formation of a small, informal group to carry out .
site-recording, which has not yet been greatly developed in Otago or South-
land, There have been a mumber of wery encouraging activities in the latter
area, however, where a whistle-stop lecture tour by Mr., D,R, Simmons was
followed, at Labour Weekend, by a school in gemsral archasological
prineciples run by Mr, L,M, Groube, This was most successful, and led
directly to the formation of the Southland Archasological Society, and the
organisation of an excavation, in January, 1964, at a quarry site near
Riverton.

Complementing these activities, the Anthropology Department plans to carry
out a survey of sites in Central Otago over the next few years, Taken as
a whole, this means that there is now some prospect of establishing a more
exact and comprehensive knowledge of the archasoclogical potential of
Murihiku,

What has been achieved? Firstly, there is now a group of about a dozen
well trained excavators based on Duntdin and double that number possessing
som® excavation experience at mre than one type of site, Secondly, there
is a more widespread appreciation of the importance of archasoclogical
theory, and the need to matech field work with reading and organised dis-
cussion, partly through the medium of adult education classes, On the
other hand, our preoccupation with techniquas and mathods at the expense of
research into specific and clearly stated archaeclogical problems has led
to difficulties which will take some time to overcome., Wa are as yot in no
position to gemeralise from our conclusions, even in terms of the local
area, partly because at no one excavated site have we yot answered satis-
factorily the questions posed by both surface and subterra. mnean evidence.
This has inhibited the publication of results, even in provisional form in
the Newsletter, and made us unduly cautious in the formulation of those
conclusions. On the othar hand, our practice of following up excavations
with lengthy periods of detailed work on the finds, in which numbers of our
excavators take part, enables us to decide what our pext objectives are,
and plan the following round of excavations in ways to achieve them, From
our experience, this several sided activity can provide many satisfactions
to persons brought into archaeology through the adult education movement,
bacause these individuals are thereby involved at first-hand in creative
work of a kind widely removed from thsir day-to-day existence.





