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ARCHAEOLCGI IN FIJI 

J .:a . P:tltar 

drch:l-:iology i n Fiji has gatr..ared impetus during tc~ last e ighteen months 
a'l:i nf."1 that ths objactives are !Xl\"8 clearly un1.Jrstood and publicised, 
t h:ire has been a c orrespor:ding i n cr ease in support fro:n people i n various 
p:i.rts of Fiji . Prior to this - ap~rt fro:n Gifford ' s pioneer excavatio~ 
a::".d l 2ur:i Tho~pson's records from southsr n Lau , th~ only substantial field 
~o:-k l:.\d been that of an adninistrative official ;.ir . A.L . Parke . Over a 
p.griod of several J3ars, l~r. Parke located m.any f o:-tifie d sites in the 
n:?·.ra region, most of whid1 Yare those c ·:mveniently described as ring-ditch 
forts. Hi s valu~bls ,.,,,~!!: has teen extsn'.ied by the Fiji Museum 
.\rchMological Survey v:1ich ser.-es as a r:eans of ur.i ting scattered and 
spo:-adic atteopts by i n'.iividual s workinz alona ar.d vithout speci alis t hel p . 
M~i! lled on the 1lew Zeab::d Si ta Recordi.ng Sche:r.9 1 tlH survey contains 
files into 'Jhich i s entered all i nfor-...:ition f ro organised field work, 
individual reports ar..d literary refer ences. 

Si ta mobers are based on a ~ombination of code f o;:- tb11 µLrticula r i s land 
a nd the mmber of the r elevant rap abet i n the 1 : 501 000 ser ie s which is 
t he only one on a suitable scale ai::d with a erid v'.1ich will eventually 
co-.-ar Fiji . To giva a n e:o1!1ple , Gifford 's Si te 20 a t Si gatoks. becomes 
Site VL 16/1 or Viti Lavu, Sh:iet 16 , SitG 1 . Thi::i i s easily folloJed as 
th3 1 :50,0CO ser ies runs in sets ar.d i n thi s e::m~ple is e nt itled Viti Ievu, 
consistin,:t of 20 sh'3ets in all >rhi.ch co-ror not only Vi ti Levu but t.M 
s:i.t;illite islands as \~ell. Each S9t receh-es a n i nit.ia.l code and i s lruxis 
not yet co-rered by the saries are provisioll9.ll y cod<.:d by i s lam rui.me and 
s 1t9s nL.:Jt3red consecutivel y . As th9 c ! p ser1ee i s e~tsnded, t he 
provision..tl num't.ers vill be repJ,aced by porc:u:snt f ile nu:::ibers dependent 
on t.':;i ?'..!lr.J of the set in 'Whi ch the y fall. To aid quick sorting in t he 
fil'2:: , each category of sitG has a distinctive colour box at the top of 
e a ch envalope , e . g ~ blu3 for caves and red for r inJ-dltch s ites. The 
rr.etho:i is unsophisticated but ~it is adeqMt~ at thi!l st.'.lga of Fijian 
archaeology and, ~orao~'er, it is cap:i.bl e of extension to f ur ther 
categories or sub-cat9gories . 

'S::cava~tons have been stai· tad at cevaral plnces . A r.io\md with in a ring­
ditch a t Nasinu, quit~ close to Su7a , pro-;ldsd a t r 2inin,s ftl'Ound for 
?foz3= a 3sist::mts and t'e>.:::-al h'3l pers. Pc,;t-holes W·) :..,j r ;,·,-aaled in tvo 
sqi.•:::.1·eo> , sc- :i fiv'3 thou~):d sherds \1tir:J obtJ.l.ined, o;n st<:i;:·J adze and 
a::?t!:~r ston a.rtifnct .r ~rJ t 1:l9 only .n.:m-p~tt~ry r;..l;.:r ~al s or not.a . 
Prilli:ii rui.ry work on tb.s :ih3rda aho:1a L"is.t l ess than 1:, verv decorated ruxi 
of this t ot a l ab:>ut r .:llf a doze n -;;e ra r at!:.9r yo;rn c:·0ss- :."alief sherds, 
si::lilar to t hcsa fo~i b;.t Giffard in uhat h•~ cs.lled his Early Peri.od . The 
!:lour.d e.t ?lasi nu ::illc-..nd st'1!;aS of lA. teral extensi on t ri th build-up probably 
taken frc;n els~ · ·[ '3re which accounts f or cross-relief vue cl ose to tb9 
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surface. Tba remainder or the pottery consisted of jars with outfiaring 
lips and plain bodies although there vere sMrda s-..iggestive of vat.er 
vessels rather than cooking vessels. 

More significant excavatio!l3 vere started at Karobo about mlf vay betwen 
Suva and the site at Sigatoka vhich has been the subject of discussion 
elsevhere. Karobo revealed both cross-relief and tlat-bottomd dish9s ar 
trays, hitherto only knO'm from the dunes at Sigatoka. Since tha n, tvo 
other sites near Sigatoka have been located v'.aich shov evidence of flat­
bottolll9d dishes. Th9 south coast of Viti Levu may vell. hold tll'9 key for 
ti» solution or vhat is up to na.r. regarded as an enignatic item in the 
pottery assemblage. 

The Sigatoka Valley is the object or a l~ng teri;i survey by t.~3 Fiji 
MuseUill. From quite close to the sea to arrar fifty miles inland tr.ere are 
distinctive archaeological features. Tha mo3t rel!IB.rkable are circular 
mounds linked by causevays to other mounds, sometimes r:arely tvin units 
but in several sites forming complex systems of interlinked a:ounds. Each 
mound has four causeways vhich j oin it to the neighbouring mounds and in 
one site the aerial photograph shO'..rs that this techniqua forms vell-defined 
access vays through and across tbs sort ground comprising the site. 
Together vi th these l~d mounds there are also stone faced oMs, mounds 
of earth only aJXl mounds of atone !ao~ c07ered by la,srs or earth. Some 
or these mounds ba.ve shalla.r ditches aroum th9m. There are also tarrace 
syste111S and ridge forts in the upper valley and several colll!llUllities still 
making pottery. With all these featlll'9s, it is readily appreciated vh:r 
the Sigatoka Valley bas been chosen as the region deserv.1.ng Museum 
priority. 

During the vet season when extremely heavy rain sl0'.1s dor..rn field vork, it 
vas decided to work throu~ the very good coverage of aerial photographs 
taken at 8000 rt., in order to locate and plot sites on tm 1:50,000 
serlas. l-lost of this work he.a been undertaken with the SP3cific aim of 
plotting the distribution of ring-ditch fortifications on the vindYard side 
or Viti Levu and ultimately exteming i t to the intel'i!l'3diate and dry zones 
to see (a) what overall pattern vas elll9rging (b) vhere the greatest local 
density or sites is (c) vh!!.t relation ring-ditch fortifications had to 
topography and (d) significant collll'llon morphological factors or w!lat 
variants might be expected both vithin a single area and over the vhole 
region. Mr. Roos Du':>eral of G9ological Surwy has dom an extremely fine 
job of doing the initial rav plotting while the Fiji Museum is in th9 
process of working through the photographs again to pick up more sites and 
to plot in those already located by ground survey. To d9. te, 079r 600 ring­
di tch sites he.va bean plotted on the windvard si de of Viti Levu; no douot 
almost as ~ny again lie unseen in the bush along the ridges of the major 
river valleys. Tentative results suggest that the greatest density lies 
on the deltas and alluvial fla ta up the main r1 vars of the vindward side, 
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vi th a D:!U"lmd tapering off taJards the intettediate zones. There, the 
ring- ditcl:.ss are thinl1 represented llhile preliminary i nspecti on of dry 
ZOil~ areas shws a.n even l Ol.'er density a lthough river valley systeo s still 
provide evidence of activity. On Vanua Levu, vork bas been started by Hr. 
C43off ery Par!ler of Labasa on recor ding 14 n a tland and 28 hill forts in ~ 
Buca.iss.u Valley. A feature of the latter category of sites seecs to re 
the extensive cutting oi' supplementary oute r di tcl:e s vbere a ring-Ci tch 
occupi e s e. hill-top vith ridges falling avay from it. 

This vork beco:res import.ant vl:en ore considers the reports oi' ridge farts 
in t bs interior of Vi ti I.evu and on some of the ouUying islams such as 
Wakaya, some eight miles east of Oval.au. Eight of the Wakaya fortified 
sites have been m:lpped by Mr. Les Thomps on, a surveyor of the Lams De}Jart­
itent, Suva. Some of the complex sites mapped by him shw similarities to 
recenUy a pped si te s from Samoa and ir.deed, even to !lev Zealand examples. 
Mr. Thoi::pson 1s splendi d work bas been suppleuented by his own pottery 
collections frc;n the sites az:d by tho::e of schoolboys from levuka. The 
souther n part of the island is to be e:nunined by a H~eum party in May, 
1965 am by the ei:d of the year tl:e results of this project vill form the 
be.sis of the YJ.!j.3eum1s first archaeological publication. · 

Surface collections in Rotuma vere mde by Mr. J..L. Parl:IB during · a four 
month :!:tay; the se collections vere n:sinly shell and stone adzes vith some 
shell per.dants and ornamnts . Mr. Parke undertook limited excavations of 
a fev burials vi th pe:-tdssion of tbs Islar:d Council. In addition to 
skeletal ret:.ains, be brought back grave goods consisting or pearl shell 
breast amulets, pearl shell fisbiDg lure, reel orDall9nts and shell pendants. 
This iraterial is being prepired for p.iblication. 

A Fiji Museum Archae ological Expenditi on bas been vorking for ten veeks on 
.Katara, in t b solt.;bern Lau Group. Financad by r::s:me1 most generously 
provided by Bernice P. Bishop Museum, the arduous vork has been undertaken 
by Mr. Colin 3i::.srt. He has located distinctive terraced fortified sites on 
lirastoca bases, burial and occu~ation caves, coastal burial and occupation 
sites am iD one or t wo cases, quite deeply stratified sites vith relief 
pottery at lo.;er levels bave been found by test excavations . 

Work in 1965 uill concentr a te on consolidating t he prelimine.ry, vork vith as 
much activity as roosible v ithin t b9 limit s of fine.nee and personnel. 
Publications on ~!abyJ. er.d Kabara vill provide a summary of vhat is knO'..rn 
a t present about t·..ro regions of Fiji . They might , perhaps, demon:itrate 
t lui.t Fijian archaeology has jm:t a s much i n CO!lllton vi th Polynesia as it has 
v itb l~laresia . Ind9ed, a true understaooing of Polymsian prehist ory l!l'uit 
r;:ily, in part, on the stucy of archaeological project s undertaken in Fijl . 




