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ARCHAEOWGY IN THE WAIKATO AEA 

by 
Hans G. Pos, 

During the winter of 1963 a field day was held regularly every month to record. 
sites. It was decided t o work in the Te Akau district, as a number of farmers with one 
or lll)re sites on their farms were known t o club members, it was also found after the 
first field day that members enjoyed the walks and scenery of the coastal far.ns . Toe 
farmers showed great interest and ho spit alit y and went to much trouble pointing out 
sites on their own and neighbouring farms a nd driving parties in t heir landrover s to 
the more inaccessable places. During these visi ts there was ample oppor tunity t o keep 
a l ook out for a site which offered good scope for f'urther investig3tion during the 
sw:cmer months. Such a s ite was found on Kotare Rill. A start was made in the weekend. 
of 20.10.1963, on a trip organised by the Adult Educatio.n :;)epartment in cooperation with 
the 'llaikato Archaeological Gr oup. This weekend 1o'as highly s uccessful . Lectures on site 
and artefact r ecording and i:iap drawing were given by Roger Green ?.nd !.!iss Janet Davidson 
on the Saturday. The Sund~ wae spent on Kota re !lill nth plane-table and meaa uring 
tape. After a discussion with lir. Green it was decide d to :nake this Pa the fUture 
excavati on site for the Waikato Group. 
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N 55-9 Pit complex. 
N 55-10 Pit cO!lplex. 
N 55- 21 Ee rthworks -- "Ban "ln A Pa". 

K.otare Pa 1 N 55/8, Grid reference 399 508. 

location 

H•,....,. . 

t'ig. l. 

Kotare Hill is situated on the North side of the Raglan Harbour. (fig. l) 
It has extensive views over the surrounding rollin~ country and the harbour in the 
distance. The owner of the property is Kr. K.J. Tombleson who is very helpt'ul and very 
interested in the excavations on his farm. The hill which was known to old settlers as 
Pa Hill is more l ike a L-ahaped ridge (fig. 2). The highest point (525') carries a 
pipe trig. The Pa itself can be divided into two parts, both long and narrow, but each 
having its own defences. The site is mainly in grass, with some wing thil!J'tlea, a few 
gorse bushes and some light scrub, Mr. Harold Wilson, son of one of the first settlers 
in the district, who was born only a short distance from L>tare Hill 85 years ago, 
recall• that in bis early da;ra the hill was eurrounded b;y bush and the aides covered b7 
scrub. ){any pi ts were visible, but the llaoris had no history ot the Pa having been 
occupied. There are alao many other sites surrounding the hill, On'8'ii.th what loolca 
like a ditch and a bank shaped like a banana (and therefore christened the Banana Pa) 
preeents an enigma but future investigation will reveal whether this site is man made 
or one of Nature 1 s tricks played to oonfuse archaeologists. J:!anT pi ts can also be seen 
in the SUI'l'Ounding cou."ltry. 
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KOT ARE Nss/a 
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Descrintion 

The top part of the ~ (fig. 3) runs North-South and is defended on the North 
side by a bank, a ditch, and a bank, and on t he South side by a ditch and a bank. 
On the E01st side the hill f alls away steeply but on t he West it has a gentle slope . ;;; 
Seven pits can be s een and are duJ into what look3 l ike ve ry heavy clay. 
The lower Pa ( f ig. 4) runs East-west and is much better Jefended than the top . It has 
only one man-f::ade defence, a bank and a di t cb , a;>~roxi!!lately 100 feet to the 71est from 
the two big pi ts ( 1 and 2) . The s:ides of t~is put 3:-.? ba::-e lir:iastone and many post - ~ 
boles can be se ~r: in t he rock. iiut sites are loc;.te:i on t he east sida ar?d it l ooks as 
tho...:gb the entrance t o the :?a 7BS :;i t:.ia ted he::-g , as a kind of t rack has been carved 
through the limestone r ock . No 5hell middens have yet been found on the Pa - whiCJ i s 
surprising, as the di s tance fro= the harbour is not more t han a mile . 

The Excavat ion 

Pit 2: 

The f irs t excavation attempt on Kotara Pa was made in November 1963 and it 
1v:is decided to stdrt on Pit No . 2 ( f ig . 5). This pit showed up as a big depression 
with some gor s e ~rowing L'l and a round. it. After re!IIOving the turf it was soon 
discovered that the pit was cut into the sands tone and the fill bad f allen i n fro:n 
the built up sides and had been brought in by cattle and sheep . 

The pit is 22.' 10" x 8 ' and is 5' 811 deep. It has a single buttress or step 
on t he East side and two on the \'{"e s t. It bas an elaborate dr ain'ige system, with a 
5 inch hll to the two soak holes on the lowest pa::-t. The soak hole on the ll .E. side 
is fairly big and can t ake a great volume of wat er . The d r ains are approximately 
4 inche3 wide and deep, and nir e very easy to clean out as the root growth of gorse 
tad not penetrated into the s andstone but bad mattei into the dr3ina. 71bere the drain ~ 
f'lll s int-:> the U.E. so9k hole a nmall culvert had been dug through the sandstone. 
The ereat number of postboles L'lside the pit, present a puzzling feature. Uost of them 
~re of the 3aoe size, though one or two are s l ightl y bigger . The range of depth is 
be two en 15 and 24 i!lcbes. Postbole A is only 6 inches deep. As no partner to it was 
fou.'ld, it can be assuned tha t it was never used . Posthole B has a smal l s tep in it, 
but it may be tho;t it was st'.lrted sl i ghtly out of line. A very ·.vell pres erved post 
butt of rectangul:i.r shape ( 22 ' lon~ and 7-k" x 3" t hick) was dug out of C. It appears 
to be totara , but fur ther examin3tions will have to be carried out. 

The purpose of the four square pits in t he floor is not knovm. A very little 
~harcoal was found in D, but none ;·1as discovered in the others. It has be en suggested 
that ~·!:e?'e pit 2 is s ituated, there ~as originally a na t=al depression across the 
ri :i _;e ( see ?forth prof'ile) . ;. s i ru'..lar kind of dip i a found. ir: the S out h profile, but 
~hat one is much deeper , extendin,; into the f loor (E) which was levelled with a hard 
clay. .-'nother slight depr ession can be seen outside the pit on t he s l ope. The mekers 
of the pit aiisht have used this n~tural dip to tteir adv~nt~se- In the North profil e 
d i p ace a cass of t~n6led r oots, which have not beer. able to penetrate into the sand-
:;tone . No ::.rtef ac"'..,s or shells r1ere found in the fi!l . 
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The second pit to be excavated by the Waikato Group was Pit 1 (fig. 6) . Thie 

pit showed as a big depression in the ground, surrounded on three sides by an earth wall. 
Thia pit ilas also been dug out of the sandstone . It is of smaller dimensions being, ~ 
10 ' 10 " x e I and 5' 6" deep. There is a single buttress or s tep on both East and West 
sides . ;, sm=.ll dr ain runs aloi:.g t he four walls, with a four inch fall into a small ~ 
soak hole in the ::; .::::. corner . The C.r a ina.;e sys te::i in this ;,it was not made to hand.le 
a great volume of water. It C3n be asaw:ied t ha t .t he r ocf probabl y overhu.118 the ~ 
surrounding earthwalls so ttat pr ac t i cally no water could enter into the pit . 
Only three square posthol es were f ound, and t he se were d'~ sli~htly off centre. 

The most interestins feature of this pit is the stora0e r oom in the N.W. corner . 
It had be en dug out a t floor level aml a small wall had be en left to protect the inside 
!!g!!ins t water . There is no indication of its 11se. Tl:.ere is no evidence for a fire place, 
and no charcoal was found, nor were any artefacts found in t he fill, wcich had accumulated 
over t he year s in t his pit. 

Concl usi on 

1he excavation of Kotara Pa is a big undertaking for a small group, but in view 
of t he wor k done so f;u- 1 it appears that the pl ans of many interesting pits will find 
their v:~ into the "Newsletter". 

l.IAORI GUNFIGHTER3 ?~. 

by 
Alan Taylor. 

3hortly before the 'ilaika to 'Jar broke out , following '.ieneral Cameron ' s crossing a 
of t he hlangatawhiri Str eam on July 12th, ie?J, a Government agent viaited IhUlllatao Pa 
and several other ~aori settlements in the !.langere ~ea. And t he n~tives were asked t o 
t ake an oath of alle~iance t o the ~ueen. But they refused; one chief (Tamati Ngapora) 
saying that 'they could not forget that t hey were part of Waikato ' and 30 would have to 
' go and die 'Ni.th t heir f others and friends ' ( Gorst 1959: 245) . "/lhich they did: many 
los in6 their lives either at Ran~iriri or in the Hunua Ranges where they employed 
guerrilla tact i cs aeainst British and Colonial troops (Sinclair 19S9: 136) . Operating 
from large bush villages (Cowan 1933 : 55 ) the l!angere Maoris also built a nWtber of 
small fortified positions close to the ~opean lines of communication; one of which 
was recently di scovered close to the Hur.ua Falls . 

Situated about two miles from the f a lls (NZ?.!S N48:592-342) , the position is 
per.rectly preserved and i s a good example o.r a gunfighters £!! similar in form to those 
of Rangiriri and Orakau.(*) Excavated on a bush covered spur tnow a reserve) the forti
ficat ion consists of a central redoubt and tre~ches (see sketch). I n addition to the 
f!, two outlying gun- pits were observed situated just above a freshwater creek, that 
flows round the base of the eastern slopes of the apur, averaging 3 feet in depth and 
10 fest in width . 

Finally, no artefactual material was recovered and only three Sl!:all shell
middens, without associated "~ pi t s " or other evidence of occupation , wer e located 
close t o a fresh·water spring on t he 1011er, wes tern slopes of the site . 

(Mr. W.A. Taylor prepared the line drawings illustr~ting this paper. ) 




