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The Cbri•tchurch Conference also provided a much-needed remincer that the 
.t.eeociation could concern itself much l!Pre Vi.th research. Except for the 
production of the Nwsletter, it has tended to becoirs rather re::iote fro:n 
local activities, and because the Council only rarely receives accounts ot 
current !ieldvork, it is not often in a posiUon to assist in th~ pls.i:;ning or 
further wort. let, because it has the means to pool opinion, t he Council 
ought to be able to suggest not only methods but also a ims in local research 
which would be particularly valuable for the country as a vhole. 

This vould not mean the replacement of local initiative by outside direction. 
It vould avoid duplicati on of e ffort, and, by opening up the avanu.es of 
communication, could help to raise standards of exc~vation by constructive 
advice and criticism. 

The Council tar British Archaeology bas a nuinber of collll!littees which direct 
attenti on t o the research proble1113 of partic\:J.ar periods. 'rrnile such a formal. 
arrangement is hardly required here, there v ould s~era to te a case f or the 
Council to act in the same spirit. Sor.:e fields •.1hich sugg~st thecselvas are 
the collection or radiocarbo::i samples from na tiornlly significant sites; the 
co-ordination of the vork on obsidian dating, and the build-up of ~-0rs 
representative and reliable avifs.u.'18.l collections - Searle tt 1 s highly 
important list or the knOllll distribution of moe. gens::.-a could surely be filled 
out very rapidly in this vay . 

It ve can develop a more directional v.lev o! the ir;crediate future, tr.a problecs 
aired at the Christchurch Conferecce on the cultural succession have so~e 
cha.nee of solution. Moreover, the acceptance of the principle that ~hat 
matters is the relating of local intsre:i ts to national needs would enable us 
to tailor our strategy and tactics to the human resowces available. 

-oooOooo--. 

ASPECT AND PHASE ON SK.IPFER1S RIDGE (OPITO) .\ND 

KUMARA - KAIAP.O (~'UI) 

Abridged bf R.H. Parlcer 

In Nev Zea.laDd Archaeology the use o! typologies of portable artifacts to 
define cultural sequences has resulted in s. ce rtain circularity of argument • 
.1 giTen type 111W1t have originated either in Nev Zealand or out of it. Tte:-e 
a.re thua tvo necessary classes of types, vbicb if ve use the infre~nt finds 
to classify the components o! our sites, =t yield tvo necessary classes of 
sites:- •earlT' sites characterised bf the presence or artifacts of types 
videl7 distributed in Polynesia, s.nd 0 late" lites characterised by the 

.. 

• 

• 



• 

223 

preee.nce ot types originatinc in Bev Zealand. In this situation ti» finer 
and more precia• discri.llillation ot c:ul.tm'al parioda remains di!'ricult 1.! not 
impossible. 

'!\lo years ago Golson proposed an alternative procedure tor am.l.)'Sing t he 
archaeological erldence. · Thia paper ia an attempt to apply Col.son'• method­
oloa to the amlysis ot structural. nidence troa tvo sites videl7 separated 
in the North Ial&Ild. 

Ae l:aaic d&ta. tor the description ot cultural. seqoences etructura.l rridence 
baa three advantages Oftr tba •Tideoce ot portable a.rtitaeta:-

1. It 1e touiid direetlT related to tblt cnerall stratig:raph7. 

2. The earthwork structures or Nev Zeal&M sites exhibit a rlde 
ftriety' o! !Ol'IU vithiA UJ7 tunctiooal. category. 

3. Houses, store-Pita and torti.tieations are !rota tbefr nature 
likely to 1'9.tl.ect changes ill social. argalliaation. 

snm:tS RIDGI. 
Four occupational le"9ls were defined atratigraph1call7. Each pelded a 
c:haracteri:stic range 0£ structmee ot di8ti.nctiw types. 

Leyel IV: 

1. J. single ~ bell--.baped pit. CJ:ia) 
2. A. rather el.oagated •biD•' store pit. 

3. J. large !Wiiber ot owns ( ba.&.ngi) • 

Level ID: 
1. Three small bin-shaped pita. ill l.&cla!td the complex internal 

features tound b:r Golaon at Sarah's Ou.l.17 site. 

2. Three aballal eloogated pita (length to breadth s 2:.1 with central 
llDe ot post holes vi.th the end posts inset into the sbart va.lls • 

. These pita exhibited a close geceral. resemblance to certain pits 

Leyel I: 

found at Sarah's Gull7 by Gol.aon and Bi.rka. Thia suggests that t bis 
level is likely to berougbl.7 conteaporary vi th Gol.aon 1 s Sarah 1 s Gully 
site and l::anee vith the uppar layers or the Sarah'• Gully working 
noor and with la19r 4a of . Golaoa1 s Opit.o site. This auggoeatioa was 
strengthened by the fiDding in the till of one ot the pita on Skipper' s 
Ridge or tvo adH rotlgbouta of Du!f''a type 4A and om ot'"DuU''a tnie 3. 

- (see photo 1.) 

1. Four large and relati"9ly deep pU~ vith a length breadt!t ratio of 
3:2. These vere arratJg8d end to end i11 tvo pa.in with evidence that 
each pai.r bad formed a unit and bad been c09'9red vith a single root. 
Thl'9e ot the pi ta bad in each a si.ngle buttreaa protruding tram OllS or 
the long walls, and oiie pit in each pai.r contai.md a scoop hearth. 
Each pit con~d a sing.le pair ot-pqetholes held well back tn. the 
end Vall.a at each end. ( see photo 2.) · 



I. ~. flat rooted nc~ mmrp-oullli pita, oae opening dinctl7 
ott ... ot the larpr pita and tbe other tre. atanding and opening 
baa a -U aqmn pit. The door ot each had been titted vith a . 
woode4 fftm ncHaed illto tbe earth and the •W bad been protected 
fl'oa war b7 a li&bt lieu •t iato tbe earth acrosa the bottom ot the 
door. 

At the u. ot the ncaw.t.ion tMn -.a no known parallel tor •121' or these 
teat111"9•• I.eat J.utumn, hciwwr, OD Kt. Boaldll, the tragmenta..-y but reco¢s­
able ~ ot a battnaa pit vere locat.ed. On that alte it seemed llkel7 
that th1a-.. the earliest feature on the site, predating even the big squue 
pita vhich tbeaelwa resembled the a1JIU&r pita on .tt. Wellington cut in the 
period 1-d1atel7 attar the building o! the tirat terracea. 

s. !bnte -11 c.1rcalar pita about eipteen i.Dche• u cU..ameter and 
•ix 1Dch9• d9ep. 

On hie Opito varldng noor 1-d1atelJ' to the north or SJd.ppttr•a Ridge, Golson 
deti.Ded a etraUraPQ' vhich .-eu to correlate eign1.tica.nUy vi th .that on the 
ridge. !be !ol.lcwinc table repre•nta the probable relation.ship:-

SIIPl'Bll'S JlIDGB 

X..Wl III 

Lnel I 

KYHAM - D.IlKO. 

OPHO wtlllIIG 1LCXll S&R!H1S (]JI.LI 

Pita and later 
vorking tloor 

larlier working 
noar 

In all MftD oocnapat.ioa perioda ..re defi.Ded etrat.ign.Jlbicall7: 

Lenl I: 
1. 'f\ro el.m:apted relatiftl7 •Mllaw pita. n. om or these vhic!l vu 

ocmplet.lJ' excaw.ted bad a length-breadth ratio ot a little ::.ess 
than 2:1 and a centrai line ot poet boles vi.th the eod poet at the 
aoutbern end !met int.l the aharl vall. In these r-turea it closel7 
parallelatd the leftl III pita at Opito. (see photo S & 5 ) 

2. Pift bln-ehaped Jdta. These w.re eiallar iD abe to the Opito bins 
bat differed hoaa thea in that each pit had a alngl.e central. post hole. 

S. The presence ot a ftl"7 large post bole oa the outskirt.a of the settle-
•nt eugpata that the ei.t.e ma.7 haft been pal.11.aaded ~t this period. 

The paral.l.ia t.tueen Lnel I here and Le'f9l III 11t Opito are obviows vben 
allowance ia 8&de torr regional. di.tferencea. It 1a propoaed th~t the aaae:11bl­
ap• or thia tJPe aboald t. recogniaed aa a diatinct 1apect or earl7 Nev 
JeeleM C'Glt.111'8 &lld that proriaional.lJ' it ahoald b9 called •!ev Zealand 
J.roi.io •• 
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L!J!l II: 
1. lift tlat rooted, wx!ergromd, rectangular atructurea. Om pair ot 

these had a. dirldiDg wall pierced by a tlmml. aad the mre westerl y 
ot them opemd onto & noor thought to be tbe floor ot .. l.iTing 
house. The otbar ~ were bee atarcling and all t:.dly damaged by 
later occupational. dbturbaace. In no cue did it .... that tbe door 
bad been tramd "in vood. Tb9 dimoaiClll8 wre a1 mi Jar to tbgee ot the 
similar pita at Opito. ( ... photo S & ~ ) · 

2. Tbl tloor j1:iat referred to bad been the 'bue ot a relatiftlT deep pit 
the valls ot vhieh bad been almost entirely rel!Oftd-b7' later disturb­
ance. ~7 about ha.U' ot the tl.ocr vu- preeerred. n. root bad bee n 
carried on tvo posts placed on the centre li.m aad b9ld veil back fro::i 
the end val.la, and there vu present a shallow scoop hearth betveen 
the aoutbermioet poat and the 9CIUth wall ot the pit. It ,,.. not 
possible to ay whether or not_ a bat.treaa had been~ l'~ture .. 

S. To thia period belonged tba com.tnct.ion ot the ••ai."'9 earth platror.ii 
tor vhich at preeent ve haw m precia• p.rallela. 

The associ.ation ot living pita and store pi_ta and the general cbaracter ot both 
strongly suggests parallels betveea Lewl ll at Xumara-kaiamo and Lnel I at 
Skipper's Ridge. Tbe di.t'!erencea in detail are m.rlmd but on nei thar ai te did 
structures ot these types occur at a~ other laftl. and the erldeDC1t suggeab a 
1-ai c h.ouae unit wry di.t'terent ~ that tomxi in either Claaaic Maori or 
J.rcbaic B. Thia aeeaa to just.11'7 treating these uH11blapa aa another 
diati.Dct bpect and. prorlaionall.7 •.lrcbaic !• aeeu tbe moat cotmtDient name. 

Ln!l m: 
Iielded a doable lins ot large, deep and almost square pita similar 
in dimenaiou and general character to the deep 8q'1U'9 pita ot Ht. 
Wellington and Kt. Rosld.ll. Store pita ot t his kind dQ not tit veil 
into either tbe .lrchaic or Classic Maori, and om teela the7 should 
be tn&ted u a distillct .lapeet. The tact that one ot ti.a pita at 
luara-b.1uo contained a 2B adsa and that pi ta ot thia type a.re 
c~ u an earl7 feature on pa. vhioh are tnditioaall7 aeaoeiated 
with •n.ei- tribes suggests that thia rray in tact be an eulT Phase 
in the &mtlopment of Classic Maori. Por the tim being •r..r17 Maori" 
aeeu to be the .,at con-tenient ten tor it. ( see photo 6-8) 

Leyel v a.nd n : 
Vere Clasei.c Maori. in tbe t'uli eenee, Vith ditch and bank toriti cati on 
1:la store pita, houses or Classic Maori type am 2B ~-·~ 

l!y!l Vll: 
Could be dated· hiatori.cal.17 to the period 1868-76 and cocrtai.md the 
objects or European mam:itaeture that could be •%pected at this date. 
•I&ta Maori .. aeema to be tb9 .st ooln'81liaut tera to. dilaer,ibe the 
culture ot thia period-. 
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OPITO. 
(I) 

,, ,, 
(I) TWO ARCHAIC B TYPE HOUSE PITS IN FORt.GROUND . 

li.) 
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(2) PAIR OF BUTTRESS PITS . 



na URENUI 
(3) 

(3) ARCHAIC · ,;: HOU'SE . FLOOR CUT BY ARCHAIC • 8° PIT. 

(4.) 

.. 

(4) ASSOCIATED DEEP PITS WITH DIVIDING WALL . 



URE NU I 
(5) 

... 

(5) ARCHAtC •BH PIT. 

(6) 

(G) ''EARLY MAORI II PIT. 



(7) URENUI 

l7) LINE OF 
11

EARLY MAORi° PITS 

FROM EA8T. 

(8) E:'XCAVATI ON FROM WE ST ~ 
ARCH . ' /I\ IN FORE:GROUNO. 
SIN PITS ON RIGHT. 
C:.UTS ~E"ARLY MAOR( PITS MlODl.E. 
"EARLY MAOR1'' P1Ts, BACKGRouNd . 

(<ii>) 
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Oo ta. ·ft'iaiw at tba• tYO aitea it ..... pouibl.e, vban their ccmpomnta 
an defimcl atntip'apb1c•l17 alld cOllpll.J"8d to -terial from other sites, to 
reoophe at 1-at fiw diat.1Dct upecta o! earl7 Bev Zealand culture alld to 
arrup the• 1a an orderl7 alld hiatoricall7 signif'icant aequance. .From 
..... rai otber aitea ta.re 1a ilnedJ' aw.ilable nidance to extend this 
eeq119noe towuda oompletem ... 

A ~at u. Mqmnce •uae•ted bare vith t.hat pr'OpOMCl 117 Mr. Roger 
Clrffll &11g1eta ta. tollal1q eqg.Uoas:-

Parbr Green .1rt.1facta 

(Abeent.) S.tt.lemnt .lrchaic 

Arcba1c A .lrchaic lrcba1c 

Arcba1c 8 bper1.mntal J.rcbaic 

laur1 Point period 2 (not diacuaaed) n 
Great Milreal'J' Ialand 

EarlJ' Maori Pa Maori Claaaio Maori. 

Claeeio Maar1 Claaaic Maori Claaaic Maori 

Late Maori European Maori European J.rtilacta 
(ar Contact) iDcree.aing 

The carrelatioa ot tbeee at.ages seems aurprisingl.y clObe, even eml:arras si.rlgly 
close. Bather than a step b)' step correspondence we might expect to !ind the 
cultural Aspecy defimd bare deftloping through their own~ organisati on 
alld passing through the ecological~ defined b)' Mr. Green. I susplct 
that vhln w haft eDOUlh •terial to work on something lilm this vill prove 
to be the cue. 

(ldi ton Iota) 

'ftll9 tuo site• ccmpared iD B. l'arlmr'• paper vere tbe subject of detailed 
deacl'iption 1D earlier papen. 

Tbe Skipper' a Ridge aite (I ) ws deacribed at the Science Congress 1960 
and a brief report appears 1D the levslatter Vol. Ill Ho. 2. The site is on 
the Coromandel hnimula on the last Coast of the Borth Isl.and. 
The laara-Jr:a1uo Pa aita (1109/9) excavation vaa described 1D a paper at the 
Science Congreaa 1962 and a brief report appears 1D the Hevsletter Vol. IV No. 
'· tbe aite is Oil the West Coast at the Borth Island, north "l tb9 City of 
lev Pl.J'moath. tbe tall acnat.1.an reparta of both sites law ,et to be 
pcbliabad. 
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