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BO<X REVIEWS 

Corm;all, I . W. , 1958, Soils f or t he Archaeol ogist 
Phoenix House Ltd. , London, 50s net 

. In addressing his b ook t o the prof e ssional archaeologist, 
Cornwall is in the for~unate position of ooing an archaeologist 
suf'ficiently ver sed in the t echniques of pedol ogy ·(soil science ) 
to be able t o provide a union of the two disciplines . Because 
of this ba.ckgr-ound, a rchaeologist s not s o fortun~te as he , who 
seek the analysis of the soil as a part of their study of the 
stratigraphy of a sit e , fill find this a most useful book . 
Al though the na. ture of his subject makes many sections highly 
t echnica l , the book as a whol e is a s ource to which eny archae
ologist can turn •rith some confidence men faced cith pr obl ems 
t hat arc normally within the provenance of t he soil scientist . 
Upon consultation, he ~rill qu ickly gather the types o~ p~oblems 
that proper soil analysis can be expected t o solve , ,..,hat questions 
he must ask and ~>hat samples he must t ake t o get r esults . · Those 
in Neu Zealand should t '1ke s~cial notice of Cornwall's mention 
of the value of v olcanic ash sh mrers as ;·ride spread dating 
horizons . 

In many uays one of t he most important sectioris deals mth 
a series of preliminary t ests mich nearly any archaeol ogist m th 
a minimum of equ ipnent is capable of performing. These will not 
only provide answers t o many of his initial questions , but also 
detennine whethe r .furthe r investigation by a professional soil 
scientist is v.arranted, and, if so, along what lines it should 
pr oceed. Such preliminary oor k i s like ly t o enabl e the a rch
aeol ogist t o enlist t he services of a s.oil scientist more r eadily 
when he is mos t needed.· The gener al r eader, h owever, should be 
v.1arned t m t while many :r;nrts of the book a r e "1Cll within his means , 
other s require a f undamenta l knO\vl edge of geol ogy and chemistry as 
i,;cll as laborator y equipnent not necessar ily a t his disposal . 

Finally, a note might ilCll be a ppended t o Cornv.all ' s dis 
cussion of the act ivity of earthworms . For recent re-investig
a tions on the site of Dar rr.i.n' s or iginal t ests have disclosed that 
after the initial burial and rather rapid sinking of objects in 
t he soil , there is no f'urthcr movement downwar d . 

Roger Green 
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E:-adf or d , J ohn, Ancient Lrndscapes Studies in Field Archaeol ogy 
London; G·. ·Ben· ·an:a Sons Ltd., 1957, £4., 4. O. 

For thos e 1·mos-e intere st TI;· fidld .. a rchaeol ogy·, a~d especi all y 
those participating' in the site ·r ecording s cheme r ecently undert aken 
~y the association , . this is a b ook uorthy of attention . In a n on
t echnical l a nguage . t he case f or a nd the importance of aeria l 
ph otography in fie l d a r chaeol 0gy, particula rly for -surve ys of size 
abl e areas, is sta t ed in clear t e rms . At the s2!Ile time , one could 
not find bette r pra ctice in nhat t o l ook f or on aerial phot ographs 
a nd h ow t o interpret his findings than by vrorking ·his v:ray through 
i ts seventy-five fully explained plates ~ 

It has been sane t wenty- ei ght year s since _a major b ook was 
.r1evoted t o air archaeology and· in that time b ot h t he· s ubject of 
aerial phot ography and i t s applica tion in a rchaeol ogy have made 
great advance s . The up-to- date discussion in the ·first t y10 chap
t e rs of the aims , me t hods and plan of a tta ck of modern aerial 
·archaeol o gy .is thus most -rielcome , a nd of s ome conc ern t o fie l d 
archaeol ogis t s evcryvme r e . Using a n outstan ding series of phot o
~raphs , Br adfor d outli n es step by s t e p the t echnique s of a ir arch
neol ogy and the ccmprehensive nature of it s covern.ge . He l a ys 
s t r e ss an the f o.ct that technique has a dual purpos e , -serving not 
cnly a s a r esearch t ool ., but a l s o f orming a s eries of perma nent 
r ec or ds or documents containing c onsider abl e cvJ..dcnce , valu:tbl e in 
its own right . 

In later · chapte rs· the se points a r c illustrated by· a number of 
case examples from the Mediter ranean V10rld , pre viously studipd 
largely f r om the gr ound. For all those· who follow the prehistor y 
er history of this ar ea , the amount of new"inform3.tion about 
Peolithic settlement s , Etruscan cemet eries , Roman field syst ems 
a nd Classica l and Medieval t own planning ·will be of additional 
int e r est . 

Fran the vie,:point of s O!'!le , the book may be c onside r ed weak in 
t~e coverage of s~cific methodol ogy, but i t must be r emembered that 
such information is available in a number of good books and j ournal 
articles on aerial phot ography. It is r ather yd.th the scope and 
limitations of aerial phot ogr aphy in archaeol ogy that Br adford i s 
conc erned, and his r emarks in both directions a r c worthy of n ot e . 
One ca n only h ope that i t vr.i.11 c onvince sane in Ne•7 Zealand of t he 
great stor e of informa tion c ontained on their ovm aerial phot os 
and s t imulate them t o intensive work along similar lines . 

Unfortunat e ly, as vr.i.th most b ooks c ont aining a lar ge number of 
~xccllent plates , i ts c ost is h igh. Thus , it may be unwise t o 
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c onnnend its purchase by the a verage association membe1 ..: But it 
would be equally unwise t o for go this opportunity t o r ecommend t o 
a l l int er e sted in fie l d a rchaeol ogy t hat the y borrmv and r ead at 
l east the f irs t porti on of the book. 

Roger Green 

Ceram, C. W. , ~ Picture History of Archaeology, Thaznes and Hudson, 
195 , Engl ish price 36s. 

Wool e y , Sir Leonar d , Histor y Unearthed, Ernes t Benn , 195 , 42s . 

Two books of inter e st t o members have recentl y appeared i n 
New Zealand . The large r and more expensive (approx . 42s. ) is v.ell 
vrorth purchasing. Entitled "A Picture History of Archaeol ogy" and 
wr itten by c.w. Ceram of "Gods , Graves and Scholars" fame , its 350 
pages are crammed with 310 bla ck- and- white illustrations and 16 
full - page colour pla t es . In most cases each phot o has betv~en 
six lines and three- quarter s of a :p3.ge of good descriptive mater ial 
a bout each illustration . Clear , well- printed phot os and line 
drawings , rrany from manuscripts an d b ooks unavailable in New· 
Zealand , c ov er much of the f i e l d of archaeol ogy in the Mediterran
ean , the Mi ddle East, Central America a nd t he book concludes with 
a s ecti on on modern devel opnents . 

The illustr ative mat e r ial in ''History Unearthed" by Sir 
Leonard Wool e y (approx . 36s . ) is poor by comparison Yri.t h "A Picture 
History of Archaeol ogy" as most pl a t es a r e dull and l ack clarity. 
I t deals RQth e ighteen a rchaeol ogical excavations in all parts of 
the world , which have been selected t c show how scientific e xcav
ation has led t o important discoverie s of man 1 s early life. A 
good introduction of three pa.ges is given t o e a ch s ite and this is 
followed by three page s of phot os. The sites dealt ·with include : 
Nimrud, Troy and Mycenae , Maiden Castl e , The Fa yum and Oxyrhynchus , 
Anyang, Knos sos , Ur, Mohenjo- Dar o , Tutankhamun 1 s Tomb, J ericho , 
Arikamedu a n d Brahmagiri , Ras Shamra-Ugarit , Serindia I and II , 
Karatepe , Pi edras Negr as , The Frozen Tombs of Pazyryk and Sutton 
Hoo. 

The bibliography r ef ers t o t he main r eports published for 
each site . 

R. Br own 




