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expe rience . It woul d be pa rticul arl y useful if 
members m ul d publish r esults and any pr obl ems in 
t his Newsl ette r - which is an admirabl e medium for 
t he exchange of i deas. P. G. 

BOOK REVIE..YfS: 
J a pan Bef o r e Buddhi sm by J.E. Kidde r Jr. -

Thames & Hudson, London . 
This is a nothe r of the exce llent Ancient Peopl es ·and 
Places series , under the gene r a l editorship of Gl yn 
Daniel. The periods cove r ed a r e Paleol ithic and 
Mosolithic, Neolithic, Bronze -Iron and Protohistoric . 
The b o) k is illus tra t e d with 108 excellent pho t ogr aphs , 
65 line dr awing s a nd seven maps . 

It gives a ve r y good summary of wha t i s known of the 
life work a nd art of the peopl e who lived in J apan 
be~ore the coming of Buddhism. The l a t e r porti on, 
of course, cnn t o some extent be suppleme n t ed by 
lite r a ry r efe r ence s, but all that we know of the 
earlie r periods is from chance finds and a rchaeol ogical 
excavation, except f or a f ew r e f e r e nces in the ol de r 
Chinese lite r a ture . 

J apan, like many othe r i s l antls, was sub j e ct to 
c onsider able movements of peopl e in early times, an d 
the present J apane se peopl e, as i s indeed ev ident 
e ve n from phot ogr aphs, a r e de r ived from seve r a l 
d ifferen t e thnic stocks, who have all left behind in 
the earth the non- perishable t ool s, we apon s, o rnaments , 
po t s and h ouse - sites that t hey used, and the r emains of 
the v eget abl e and animal f ood tha t they a t e . The 
shallowne ss of many J apanese a rchaeo l ogical sit es 1s 
r ema rkable . 

Thi s book h as particular interest f o r those of us v.rho 
live in the Pacific a r ea , and is remarkabl y good vru ue 
a t t he price of 25/-. 

Two minor criticisms may be per mittedo The Author 9 like 
so many overseas a rchaeol ogists, confuses adzes an·d axe s 



Gordon Childe was a not abl e exception, but in a f ai rly 
exte nsive r eadin g of ·overseas a rchaeol og i cal ~o rk I have 
ga ined th e impress i on tha t we in New Zeal and a r e usual ly 
much more co nscious of the d i stinction t han o th e rs. The 
other:'. point i s tha t fig . 20 illus tra t es st.one 11 rice 
r eape r s" of t he ulu t ype of lmife - such obj; cts are no t 
unknown in New Ze a l a n d , with t wo t o thre e index d r i ll ed 
near the back edge, and t ho author stat es "The · ~oles, o f 
course , hel d l oose string s tha t could be screwed a r ound 
the rand. 11 Un.£ SS he has evidence, Which he has not 
published, tha t t his is so , it seems r easonable to suppose 
tha t, as e l sewhere, the hol es were the a t t a chme nt of wooden 
ha ndle s. 

La t e Saxon a nd Viking Art by T. U' Kendrick ~ Me ~huen, 
London. 

Those of us of Briti sh s t ock wi 11. probabl y .find t his bo o}F. 
on the a rt of our f o rbe a r s ' manusc.rip t ss crosses, ca rvings, 
e tc. ·, of inte r est. I t was published in · 1949 , but I had 
not seen it until r e cently. The line - d r awings a r e good -
the re· are · 21 of t hem, but t he 101 half- t one plate~, althru gh 
ade qua t e, are no t quite of the standa rd seen ·, for inst anc e , 

i n tre book r evievved a b ov e . . · . ·( 
. R. J •· S. , .. . . 

OONF~!iQllli..£2~!..~ASSO CIATION 

At the end of the v e r y successful Conference at.~otorm 
in Ma y , the Annual Gere r a l Meeting passed a r e commenda tion 
appr oving the .. principl e of hol ding Annua l Confe r ences in 
May. This r e comme ndation was ve ry fully discu ssed by the 
new Council .a·t a ·mee t i n g in Well ing t on in Jul y. Two 
questions were r a ised : 

a) was Ma y the most sui t able ti me f or a confe r ence? 

b) could the Associa tion aff ord bot h in money an d 
e ff ort the support of a ful l scal e confe r ence 
every year ? 

It ce rtainl y seemed that for mos t members, e sJB cial l y 
school - t eache r s, students and f a rme r s, the May school 
holidays const ituted by f Er t he most s o.tisfo.c t o ry period 
for the Confe r 8nce . Ye t for some p r ofe ssiona l members , 




