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BOCK P..EVIEi·:~ 

Glynn Sarra tt, Bellingsr.ausen, a visit t o Xew Zcaknd : 1820 . 
The Duw.ore . 'ress , 1979. 184 pp., 29 pl :i tes. $16 . 50 . 

In 1820 two Russi<~n s h i ps , the Vostok ~nd the :-'.irnvv , w~:l e r the cco­
mand of F . G. von Bellir.gshausen , ·spent eieht days in '~ueen C:i'"'::-lot te Scund , 
in the a rea visited by Cook so~e 50 year s previously . Cont.:.cts beb1cen 
Naori and Russian wer e ca utiously friendly . Trade took pl ~ce , and the 
Russia ns visited several 1".aori settlec:ents in the vicinity of Ship Cove 
and Waikawa Bay . Professor Barra t t's book draws t ogether .:.11 available 
evidence about the visit and par ticularly about the Naori inha'citants , ,,ho 
were· at that t ime still largely unaffec t ed by European ccntact , but shortly 
to be annihila ted by inter- t r ibal wa rs. 

Centr al to the b ook are trans la tions of five ~ussian acccunts of the 
vis it, by Bellingshausen hims elf, I.I-: . S:imonov (a str o:-,o::er) , P . i: . 
Novos.il' sky (i:idshipr-an) , N .A. Galkin (sur geon) , and Y. Zir.cl yov ( l e:>.ding 
seaman). Of these , or. l y Bellingshausen ' s jour nal has ; r eviou~ly been 
a vailable to English readers in trans l ation. All contair. someth ina of 
i n terest, and together w:.th ::!.i thof:r :lphs of two ori gina l d r awings by the 
a rtist of the expedition, P . E. :.ikhaylov , add consider ably to our knowledge 
of the Sounds E:.iori in 1820 . ':.'he ;:ussie ns ~:ere i nterested in the H'lori 
peopl e they met and like ea rlier and l a t e r vi s i tor s wer e a :u:ious to acquire 
' curiosities'. Two collections of t-:aori a rtefacts in Russir. can be d e­
f initely attributed to the expedition . These collections .:. re de scribed 
item by item, and me.ny of the specimens in the N. N. F.iklulrJio- :·iakl ay 
Institute of Et hnography in Leningr ad a re illustr a t ed by photoa r aphs . 

The journa ls t hemselves , the artef acts a :1d the li tho1:r a:;,hs provide 
the origina l data . The book a l so contains extensive scholr-rl y a na lysis 
and comment a ry . The histor y of Russia n involver ·ent i n the Pn.cific , the 
personal histories a nd biases of the journalists t'!1em~elves ~nd the sub-
sequent fates of tl:eir journ<: ls a re desc r i'ced . Various as~cc ts of f·:aori 
life a s revea led by tl:e jour nals :md d r a'.·:ings a re discussed c.nder ~e,:;dinGs 
such as f ood a nd .'.!griculture , st!'Uc:ures , rusic ~nd d:1r,ce and the ca noe . 
The list of artefacts survi'ling in Ru:-sia is co,pared t·•i t'!1 "'::ic i te:ns des­
cribed in the journ~ ls r:nd those kno··;n to have been :,,c(lui::-ed ~y the ~uss:-:.ns . 
The three most i!'.'portant c - teaor ies of artefact described ;:r:. collected -
woven pieces , persona l or na::-ents nnd paddles - are c~,r.side~ed ir. c ::-e·. ter 
detail. 

Appendices i nclude an r:.ccount by !-'. ichr:. el ':' r otter of hi:- ::ii te ::urvey 
in the a rea. visited by t he R:issj nr.s (in wr:ich thr ee si : e s dc:-r- r i!.:ed ir. 1320 
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were identified and recorded) and a note by David Simmons on the a rtefacts 
in the Leningrad collection, end particularly their region41 affiliations 
( which s uggest a mixed popul ation with South Island, south- ;,est North I s ­
l and and East Coast connections) . Also of interest is a speculative · 
(anc 1, r ge ly unsuccessful) atte=pt to translate ar.d interpret the frag­
nentary and inaccurate renderine of the words of a chant, a~parently a 
haka , in one of the journals. 

The author is Professor of ~ussian at Carleton Universit · , Ottawa, 
Canada . He worked on this book during two years as a Sabbatical Visitor 
a t waikato University and abviously gained great assistance f rom various 
New Zeal?-nd scholar s during that time . It is ver y fortunate that some­
one with the necessary skills in RU!lsian should have taken so much t rouble 
to explore the ethnographic aspects of the Russian visit. Professor 
Barratt ' s prose styl e is rather heavy going in places . In the trans­
l ations of t he Russian texts , however, he has followed the spirit of the 
originals and a ll a re clear and easy to read. 

The book is attractively produced and extensively illustrated, with 
location map and portraits of three member s of the expedition, as well as 
the artefact photogr aphs and reproduc tions of lithographs . Unfortunately 
the quality of some of the artefact photographs is disappointing. 
Several ~inor typographica l errors may be a reflections of the speed with 
1·:hich the book was produced. 

This book would be va luable for the original Russian da ta alone. 
The extens ive co~.mentary and analysis a re a welcome bonus . 

Janet Davidson 

Paul ,\shbee , The .'mcient British. Geo Abstracts Ltd, Univer sity of East 
Anglia , ::ort:ich, 1978. 313 pp., 85 figur es. No price. 

Richa rd .foinwright, A Gui de to the Prehistoric Remains in Britain, Vol. 1, 
South ur.d East . Constable , Lo,don , 1978. 325 pp. , 5 maps and numerous 
illustr~tions . $10 . 75. 

Ther e are many popular books about the pr ehi s tory of Britain ~nd its 
gre~t var iety of sites da ting froc the Neolithic of the f ourth millenium 
B.C. to the ~ocan con~uest of 43 A. D. Here ~re two more , ::hich can .be 
recoi;;mended fo r vecy di!'fer ent reas ons to members of N. Z. A. :. . Paul Ashbec , 
who is the Senior Lecturer in chr r ge of Ar chaeology at t l:e Ur:iversi ty of 
Ba.st ,~nclia , i s P.n experienced field worker and the author of a standord 
book on Neolithic lone b:?.rrows. The key to tr is book lies in the sub -
title , ' a s ocial- a rchaeological narrative '. A sociologic~l epproach to 
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Bri ,as n r rehi s t ory 1.s , o!" course , not new. Gordon Chi l de , .. sh bee • s 
acknowledged master, ent i t l ed his survey of a simila r r a nge of materia l in 
1 940 ' Prehi s t oric Co-:u:iuni ties of the Sri tish I s les ', whils t the l a test 
authoritive survey by Pr ofe~sor Barry Cunliffe similnrly is concerned wit~ 
' Iron Age Communities in Britain'. To int erra te the rer.uiins of the 
past , both sites and artefacts , in terms of people and soci - 1 change 
require a highly disciplined imagination . It is only too easy to 
interpret the manifestP- tions of t he past in tenr.s of the pr esent : for 
exampl e in the l a st phase of British pr ehis tory is it right to assign 
t he new l a r ge crema t i on cen:etnr i es i n the s outh- east to ' a numer ous and 
prosperous n:i ddle class' (p . 220)? and for ,\shbee to draw on riedieval 
courtly life for analogies wi th the early Bronze Age (p.1 78) seems 
rather fa r-fetched . In general , however, Ashbee ' s interpretations 
a re stimula ting and he provides enough da ta a nd references , so t ha t 
the discerning reader can check the f acts . 

The book i s of i nter es t t o the New Zee l '1nd a r chaeo l ori st bec;;use it 
underl i nes t he need f or t he i nter pretat~on of urehi s t oric sites i n socio­
logicl' l t erms. Boldly foll owi ng ,shbee's ex-r.:ple , the ar ch- ic buric l s 
at Wairau Bar , for inst"lnce , with the fune ra ry ostenta tion of both m:ile 
a nd femo le graves ~i ght be int er nreted as reveelin& a 'heirarchical 
society , ano l a€;OUS to the r ich ·,.'essex t ype of ea rly Bro:1 e ·.c;e buriel s 
i n Britain , "lnd sinilr,rly based on t rade connections exploiti~c the 
a r gillites of t he Sout h I s l and, as co::-pnr ed with Irish gol d . From 
t hese, it is only a short ste p to thP. development o!' a prcstir-e cl ass 
of chiefs and warr i ors who are kr.own to have dominnted c l c.=:::ic l.:.or i 
society a t the t i ~e of European cont act . 

Richard ,•!· inwri 6h t ' s book is much mo::-e down to e'lrth ; it pro·:ides 
a lucid and workmanlike t;Uide to over 400 sites in tho 3outh o~ ~nel~nd , 
wi t h a br ief intr oduction to the oequence of the per iods ~r.d t o the 
ca t egories of si t es . The eui &?is a rranged by re€;ions , e~ch preceeded 
by a key ::::ap and ther e are uoef ul di r ections how to find each ~ite a s 
wel l as i t s Gr i:i r ef er ence . Troe descriptior.s ore concise n:1d u:1 to da te 
and the relevant in'.'orma t ion f r om r ecent excava tions i s well su:lll!nrised. 
The book i ~ well produced , though t he i llustr P. t ior.s a r e unnu-::ber ed -:nd 
are va r iabl e ; t he Iron 1-.ge hut or. p. 27 has an ext raordin r-J deep h le i n 
t he n:iddle of it that is (luite uncho.rac t eris tic and presur-:r.":- l y o!' ea r lier 
da te . This nea t l ittle book c-:n be hi ,:-hl y reco~oended to ~:y !'.ew ',eal'lnd­
er wanting to visit pr ehi storic s ites on o. t r ip t o En,- l ~nd . 

~ileen Fox 




