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The Golden Pharaoch, Karl Bruckner. Burke, London.
Price 15/6.

Bruckner describes the activities of tomb robbers
3,000 years ago, early Egyptology, and Hovard Carter's
search for, and opecningof the tomb of Tutenkhamen.

BOOKS FOR THE FIELD WCRKER by J.Golson.

The Archaeological Association has set as one of its aims
in helping the development of archaeclogy in New Zealand, the
provision of handbooks for the archaeological field worker. One
of these, on field archaeclogy, has been produced already. It
is to be hoped that the disOUssions and demonstrations .of excav-
ation technigue and interpretation held at Rotorua and Welling-
ton conferences will result in the appearance of a seccond hand-
book, ‘

These books are easéntiglly adaptations to New Zealand
conditions of the methods znd principles of archaeoldgical re-
search evolved in other parts of the world. Thsy ara needed
because they can translate general archaeolcgzical methodclogy
into New Zealand terms. At the same time, this general body of
archaeological method on which the handbocks build cannot be ig-
nored, and the handbooks to be kept within reasonable compass
must take some squaintance with it for granted,

This article aims to provide a short list of books that
can be considered essential from this point of veiw,

Field Archacology

0.G+S.Cravford, Archacolopy in the Field, Fhoenix House, 1953.

This book is not a manual. It is a highly 1no1v1dual
discussion of the aims, methods and data of field archaeological
research by cne of the mest insp*®ed field archaeologists of all
time. Beyond the intrinsic inteérest of the material with which
it deals, the importance of the book lies in its demcnstration
that field archacology is just as important a part of archaeolo-
gical research as excavation and that valuable results can bé
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achieved by :its practiticner.
Excavation
Sir Mortimer “heeler, Archzeology from the Earth. First published

by Oxford University Press in 1954, this book: has been issued as
a Pel ica-n-

Archaeology from the Earth is more then a manual, Though
replete with practical information derived from 30 years experience
of excavation procedure, the book is a brilliant exploration of not
only the how, but also the why of such procedure. It may be con-
sidered 2 tasic doccument for all who contemplate digging -- to
instruct, tut also to forewarn. Scme of Theeler's prerecuisities
for excavation may be considered Utcpian: and in New Zealand con--
diticns impractical, But the general message cammot be too
strongly recommended.

Valuable work can be accomplished by archaeologists working
on a much mcre modest scale than that contemplated by dleeler, and
there do existmanuals by which these efforts can be guided, :0Of
thesge, I shall mention two which are obtainable,

1) R.J. Atkinson, Field Archaeclogy, Methuen, 2nd edition,1953.

Atkinson has addressed his work explicitly to the non-prof-
essicnal and the begimner, He takes his ¥eader step by step -
through the complete process from the selection of a site for excav-
ation to the first publication of the material. The result is a
handbook indispensable to non-professional and professicnal alike.

2) 4 Guide to Archaeological Field Methods, third edition 1959,
published by the National Press, Palo Alto, California, and edited
by R.F.Heizer, is the American equivalent to Atkinson., Perhaps
the major difference in emphasis between the two bocks is the att-
empt made in the Americen work to provide standardised proéedures
for the recording of all the data of excavaticn on a number of
specially constructed forms. These are of the same kind as the
Site Record Survey forms i.wsed in our own FPield Recording scheme.
Indeed, our own forms were partly modelled cn their Californian
equivalents. Some of the Californian excavation forms may prove
valuable to us in the preauction cof cur own excavation handbock:
particularly that relating to the analysis of shell middens which

are a major festure of both Californian and New Zealand archacology.
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There are deficiencées in the Californian handbook,
however, which arc not present in Atkinson., Because it is a
series of ccntributions ffom different authors, the &mericen
work lacks the unity of the English cne, which treats selecticn
of site, site survey, excavation, recording, interpretation and
publication as an integrated process, Also, the American book
is, I think, weeker on excavation procedure. In sum, the two
works are intercsting examples of the different emphases of
British and American archaeology and ideally, both should be
rcad to supplement cach other.

General

Discussion of the techniques of archaeological research
cannot be divorced from consiceration of the aims of archaeology.
Though the works discussed above have 2ll a prectical bias, and
have been sclected for discussion here for that very reason,
they all, in greater or less degree, pay regard to the wider
issues.Similarly, this Section would not be complete if it did
not do the same., But I shall cite only ong@-werkchere, for the
country we are ncw entering warants a guide book in its cwn
richt.

The single book I want to cite is Grahem Clarke,
Lrchacology and Society, Methuen, 3rd edition 1957. This, I
think, is the best and fullest introduction to t he subject of
archaeology, its aims, its methods, and its limitations; and
since it relates the practical activities of archaeologists
to their wider pruposes, it can serve well to initiate consider-
ation by all of us of what in our archaeclogising we are really
doing,






