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Two type a of obaidian were found. Tbe obaid:!.an tro11 Mayor Ia. wu 

predominant in the Archaic aite, while that t'roa N}0/4 waa predoainantly 
of tbe clear type characteristic of obaidian from Gt. Barrier Ia. 

Old mining records and local inforaation bad indicated that obaidian 
was to be found on 1}00t't. Te Ahumata. .1 party of five coTered the top 
of the extensive plateau and found bouldera of the clear grey obaidian of 
an excellent fla.ldng quality on an extensive t'lat at the aouthern end. 

The party alao investigatecl, the obaidian t'ound in great quantitiea 
in the Awana Stream, but thia prOTed to be uaeleas tor flaking purpoaea, 
being crumbly and tull of apheruli tes, 

When the oomplete bone and shell identit'icationa and analyse• are 
completed, it is intended to publish a tull report of thia exo&Tation in 
the Auclcland Uni Teraity Archaeological Society' a Monograph aeries. 

l"inally, thanks are due to Kr and Kra Harry 0Terton, for•rly of 
Harataonga, for their wonderful hoapitality, and to the Na~, for trana
port in their aotor launch Ngapona. Without the• our inTeatigationa 
would baTe been iapossible. 

Referencea: 

(1) Sprillg-Rice W. 1962. •Gt. Barrier Ia.• N.Z. Arch. Aasn. Newsletter • 
Vol. 5, No. 1, pp.92-95. 

(2) Golson J, 1955, "N.Z. Arch. Assn.• Journal or the Polvneaian 
Society. Vol. 61+, pp. }49-}51 • 

Fig. 1, llap at Harataonga Bay - showing pa sitea and a:1.ddena, with 
tile nllllbera. 

Pit and trench on headland. 

CLASSIC AND EARLY EUROPEAN l!.ACfil SITES a; 'Im: HAtlRAKI PLAINS 

B;r R.C. and Xa;re Green 

One difficulty in New Zealand archaeology is that the published 
record for materials recovered frcm prehistoric sites in the lfortb 
Island is scant and ditficul t to assemble. Tb.it: is especially true 
for sites of the Classic Phase. While our museums are filled Tith 
such i tema, aeldom do tbs;y comprise valid assemblages such as n have 
for Oruarangi, Pat.rang!, Xopuarahi, and Kiri Island. Even tbo\J&h 
these particular collections laclt a precise a1iratigraphic context, 



ea 
tbe7 uhibi t a su!f'icientl7 consistent pattern as assemblages fl"an 
single site units to be con.sidered valid samples of the materials 
expected f'ran this type of site. l!oreover, the general character of 
those materials is one of a regional variant (aspect) of those items 
known to havv been in use at the time of European contact, a supposition 
which i s consistent with the fact that two of these sites were occupied 
during the Earl7 European Uaori Phase. There is then no question 
that these materials are in general late, but only hOl'Y far they extend 
back in time, and what quantitative changelJ ,if a:ny, there were between 
the earliest and latest layers. While this question will have to be 
answered b7 more precise techniques of excavatio!'IS than have been 
employed to date, this does not mean ihese , collections are without 
Yalua. Por th.ia reason 1 t has seemed worthwhile to us to assemble 
here the qualitative and quantitative data ?."El possess at pressnt on 
these four sites as an example of one regional variant of the Classic 
Phase, and one which seems to contrast significantly with that from 
other regions. Only in this manner can we evantuall;r expect to build 
a valid basis for inter-ngional definitions of aspects which may be 
tied in with traditional tribal hilltories. 
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• Swamp pa 

~ Ridg" pa 

Island 

Location of important sitCls in 
in th'2 Hauraki Plains rClgion. 
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Primary Sources: 
C.J. Murdock collection - unpublished notes on artefacts from Xopua

rah1, Kiri Island, and Pater&Dgi, and 
Oruar&Dgi. 

Pictures, collections and files of the Depar1ment of Anthropology, 
University of Auckland. 

(c) Stratigraph.y: At Oruarangi some evidence for stratification can 
be assembled f'rom t he published descriptions of Teviotdale and 
f rom the photos of test excavations made there by J, Golson. 
Teviotdale describes this site as canprising up to four feet of 
shell, stone and midden build-up on top of a mud base. He considered 
a part of this build-up as artificial and not occupational accumulat
ion. The mud at the base was covered with a layer of chips of wood 
up to t hree inches thick or, in pl aces , by mats of undressed nax. 
This was overlain by 3 ' 9" of shell and stones. Golson's tes t 
cuttings revealed well stratified deposits of up to five feet in 
thickness. The section from which he sampled the shells (Cutting 1) 
m..,- be described as followsi 

Layer 1 three t o six inches of fine shell in cla,y matrix ~ 
which present turf bas developed. 

Layer 2 a poorly assorted broken shell and cl&)' matrix up to 
one foot in thickness. 
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La;rar 3 

La;rar 5 

La;rar 6 

~r 7 

a shell spread, moetlJ" ot entire &hilt., intruding at 
an angle and resting on a dark black earth deposit ot 
nd8e ehape, f'rom six inches to more than a foot in 
thiclmeH. 

a tour to ei&ht inch band with a high proportion ot 
entire abtlla. 

a •hell and ola;r depoait with~ tins ~nts ot 
shell, up to •i&ht inches thick. 

a shell and cla;r depolli t · with ~ fragments ot shell, 
up to eight incbH thick. 

a more oc:apact darker cla;r deposit with !ewer fra&ments 
ot shell, up to 14 inches in thickness. 

(d) Econo;q: From the literature, one gainS the impression that 
the middens produce a !air amount ot dog bone, but restricted amounts 
of bone f'rom eea birds. 'l'be teeth ot the mako shark are in evidence, 
and there is little or no ~bone. A preliminary analysis of five 
samples f'rom Cutt~ 1 by Golson yielded the following results ' 

Sample 1 - Shall Spread 3 - Frequent: ~ stu.tchburyi (shell 
more elongate than those in l.a7er 7, 
1.ndie&tillg that it coaes :l.'rom a more 
bracldah localiv). 
Ini'requsnt: Cominslla glandi!ormis, 
Czclanactra ovata, Uytilus canaliculus. 

Sample 2 - Shell Layar 4 - Frequenti Chione stu.tchbur;yi. 
Koderate : ~ctra ~ 

Sampl9 3 - Shell I.a.rer 5 - Frequent: Chions stutcb.bur;yi. 
Kodera te: :;;m;mssma australs. 

Sample 4 - Shell lqer 6 - B'uaierous: ~hidesma australe. 
Frequent: ~one stutch'§llji. 
Intrequsnt{"Cfactra ovata, Cominella 

g onnis, Amphibola 
crenata. 

Sample 5 - Shell La;rer 7 - •\Del'owu ~idesma australe. 
Frequent: i:ius canaliculus. 
Infrequent:~ stutchbur:f!. 

(e) Portable artefacts: To make it possible to plaoe more confidence in 
the Orua.raiigi materials aa an assemblage of portable artefacts 
repnsentative ot the Classic Phase on the Baurald. Plains , we present 
here a st4 ot the ~tacts collected b;y :ur. C.J. Murdock ot 
Bibtaia trcm three other swsmp l!!. Iii~· in the region ot the Bauraki 
Plains. 'l'bose we have compared With the materials f'rom Oruarangi 
published b7 Kr. V .-,. Pl.sher and others, with the result that a fairl.7 
consistent pattern ... rps trm tbs mterials provided b;r the fCNZ 
sites. 

• 
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Description of Item: Oruaran,cd Pateran.cd Kiri Island Kopuarahi .. 
1. .Adzes 

(a) General 2B fo:m in 
greywac:lce (both 
Oruaraz:igl forms A & 11) 160 6 41 38 

(b) Intermediate or Archaic 
(a number are in baked 
argillite) 2 0 6* 2tt 

• all plou8hed up nearb)' and not in 
site itHlio 

(e) Greenatone 5 1 3 5 

2. Chisels 

~a~ Bane 35 1 7 28 
b Greenstona (not perforated) 6 0 0 0 

(o Stcme tlm 0 0 1 0 

3. Fishing gear 
(a) large Wooden Books in one 

piece 
(b) Simple hooks in one and 

13 0 0 0 

two pieoes 
1 (outer i . cme-piecei without b&rba 1 (ahank 0 0 

barb) barb) 

ii. two-piece (with inner 
facets on point and shank 
legs) : 
Point legs 

Crescent form 13 5 2 3 
Oruarangi fOl'lll present 5 1 0 

Shank legs 6 1 1 2 

( c) Ccmpoei te hooks with bone 
or tooth points and large 
bent wooden slwlk (Point 
legs classified according 
to form of base) : 

i. Pointed base : Dog tooth 3 2 2 
Imitation in bone or 
shell 2 1 0 2 

11. Plain or square out bases 
Crescent moon barb po:lnt present 1 1 3 
Oruarangi Point present~ 5 6 5 

• ~iii.Plain rounded base preaent 1 2 0 

~ 
., 

• ~ iv.Square with outer base 0 lalOb 3+ ? 2 10 11 ii.. 

j r· ..,..,. with outer .... 

J notches & ' . 10 15 19 

rl. Squarf' with broad Ollter 

' ~- 1+ 0 1 6 
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Oruarangi Paterangi Kiri Isl8Dd Kopua.rahi 

(d) SinkBra 
Xnobbed head present 1 2 1 
Grooved tom present 4 1 2 

4. Weapons 
(a) J1!!!:!.i atone ~ present 1 0 1 

greeutone .!!!!!!. 2 Q 0 0 

waha1b wood 1 0 0 0 

5. Bird Spears 6 4 2 1 
6. Tatooing Implements 75 14 7 3 
7. Tops (wooden 8Dd atone) 1 atone 1 wood 1 atone 1 wood 
8. Wooden Fern »eaters present 1 1 1 
9. Pluice Bowle present 1 0 0 

10. ~ god atone ~ 0 1 0 0 
11. Bone needles 57 6 2 16 
12. Tbatchi.llg 11eedlea 1 + 4' 0 0 0 
13. Bone canba 16 0 0 1 
14. Calabash stoppers 2 atone & 0 0 2 

bona pl.l:lice & 
ltauri SID• 

15. ffi: 2 0 0 0 
b toggles 48 3 5 21 
c breast pendant• 
1.~~ 1 0 0 0 
11.m~ 1 0 0 0 

(d) Pendants 
1. Pertorated gree1111tcme 

chisel 1 0 2 3 
11. Plain atone pendant 0 1 0 1 

iii. Plain shell pendant 0 0 1 0 
~ v. Carved whale 'tooth 0 0 0 1 
v. Small human bo:oe 2 0 0 0 

vi. h\.lllan teeth 22 1 8 14 
vii. dog's teeth 29 4 3 7 

viii. seal? tooth 0 0 1 0 
ix. mako ebark teeth 2 0 0 0 
x. stra.141ht-sided greenstone 6 0 2 3 

xi. J-ehaped grecatone 1 0 0 0 
xii. fish bane 4 0 0 3 

xi.il. tua tara jaw 0 0 0 1 

(e) Becklace - human teeth with 19 teeth • 
!lat polished jaw piece 0 0 0 1 ju 

piece 



.. 
• 

• 

.. 

DescriJ!tion of Item Oruarangi Pate.rangi. XUi Island ~ 
~f~ Cloak pins 9 0 0 
g l!!!:!! shell •eye' dieca 0 0 0 
h eloDg&ted l!!!:!! shell dieo 

with point at one end and 
tbree holes at other 0 0 0 

g~ decorative bone cc:mbs 18 0 0 
carved fiat greenstone 

omament 0 0 0 
(k) carved flst bone ornament 1 0 0 

1 6. J!usical Instruments: 

r~ nose flutes 13 2 0 
b mouth flutes 2 0 0 
o shell trllmpets 6 0 0 

17. European goods: 
(a) pig tusks, some drilled as 

pendants 2 3 
b pieces of European potte:i;r present 4 
c musket balls 1 0 
d coills and trade tolmns 0 3 
e cla,y pipe bowls 0 2 
f clay pipe stems 0 7 
g g1mS flinto c 9 
h pendant 1n willow pattern 

pottery 0 

ch poUDded iron blade for adze 0 

(1') Settlecent t;ype: Flatland J!!, variety A - with natural obstacles to 
approacii on all sides and palisading as the sole defensive method. 
At Oruarllll81 the palisade around the greater part of the I!! was a 
sir.gle row of posts, doubled only 1n the wet swampy part where it 
could easily be pulled down. Palisade posts were also found by Golson 
in his tes t excavations. 

(g ) Archi tectu:-al f<?ature.s : At Oruarangi Teviotda.le records m&JJ3' posts 
and pos~ holes , one set of ll'hich may maka the rounded end of a round 
or oval house. He also notes a wooden piece f'rom a ? ]?ataka and a 
trench for steeping corn dlich rias lined with wooden slabs. Golson 
encountered numerous post holes and occasional butts of wooden post~ 
at most levels. ?.!ore importantly, his excavations revealed at least 
one shallow broad pit with post holes along one side wall aDd on the 
side opposite on the floor along the wall. Re also uncovered portions 
of other pits of a mnaller and deeper form. 

(h) Dating: 

0 
2 

1 
2 

3 
1 
0 

Oruarangi - "'"P to 300 years before 1820 A.D. according to traditional. 
evidence. It is said to have been taken about 1650 A.D. 
by the Ngati-uaru who have held it since. There are 
enough European trade i tem.s to sue:gest that it persisted 
well into tbe time after first European contact. 
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Kiri Isla.Di - European Uade it81118 dating between 1816 and 1860 A.D. • 
Thus we ha.vi. placed in ths Kiri Island Aspect of tbe Early European 
Vaori !'base, the sites of Kiri Island and Oruarangi, and in ths 
Haurald. Plains Aspect of tbe Classic Maori Phase tbe sites of Kopuarabi, 
Pat.r&Ilgi, Orua.rangi and Kiri Island. 

IWlRI QUJRRY I TJHMGA HILL I OPI'l'O 

by .!liaabeth Shaw 

:nmtODUCTION 

llr.RazlaPos and llr. R.'f. G. Jolly haTe brought to the notice ot 
the UD.1...ersity ot J.ucltlmd' s Archaeological Society the existence of 
an extensive qu&rr)' site and fortified bill top at the southern end 
of Opi to Bay. The bill 1a aaaigned the nue of Tahanga on the inch 
to the llila asp, and the quarry baa been na:aed after it. The writer 
and llr R.'f.G. Jolly haTe carried out aore detailed inTestigation of 
the sites on t.hia bill and as well exaained aore t'ully the recently 
recorded beach llidden a1 te yielding Classic t'1>e artefacts. Si tea 
are located on l"ig. I of the article by Roger Green on p~ 79 • 

UHA?GA QUARRY (Site 10+0/8) 

Taha.nga hill lies at the Eutern end ot Opito Beach, Corolll8Jldel, 
halt a llile troa the ahore, and reaches a height of 688'. It ia 
roughl;r conical in shape with a flattened top, The quarry lies at 
the foot of the only large outcrop of rock, halfway up the western 
side of Tahanga. The two amall flaking floors at the foot of this 
fi fteen foot high outcrop of rock, and prob11.bly originating from it, 
are entirely covered in rock fragments , flakes and broken hammerstonea, 
The flakes a re of homogeneous fine-grained basalt, or andeaitic basalt , 
which is heartly jointed. There are two similar outcr ops of atone 
nearby and two areas of ...ery aaall fiake concentrations. 

The 11tont1 piles are on the lower slopes of the hill facing seaward 
and generally lie sloping towards the beach. They range from twenty to 
sixty feet long, are approxiaately three t o five feet high and up to 
twenty feet wide. The aaterial consists of large flakes and ha.mmerstonea , 
beach pebbles, roughout adzes and flaked cores. fifteen of these piles 
were analysed and t he eounta recorded.. Some are partially o•ergro-
wi th graaa and aanuka scrub. The atone• are yellowish-brown in colour, 
and flake ea.ail;r when hit with a baameratcme. The water-amoothed atones 
are chipped and sometiaea broken in halt, and ae•eral piles are entirely 
of theae. 
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