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Gor don Childe was a not abl e exception, b ut in a f ai rly 
extens ive r e adin g of ove rse a s a rchaeol og ica l work I have 
gained til e i mpr ession tha t we in New Zeal and a r e usual ly 
nnlch mor e consc iou s of the di stinction than o th e r s. The 
oth e r point is tha t f ig. 20 illustra t es st.one "rice ­
r eapcr s" of the ulu t ype of knife - such obj:; cts a r e no t 
unknown in New Zea l and , with t wo t o three index drill ed 
nea r the ba ck edge, and the author s t a t es "The ~ole s, of 
course , held l oose string s tha t coul d be s crewed a r ound 
the ra nd." UrU; ss he ha s evidence, which he has no t 
publ ished, that this is so , it seems r eason apl e to s uppose 
tha t, as e l sewhe r e, the hol es were · the a ttachment of wooden 
handJ.e s. 

La t e Saxon and Viking Art by T. n' Ken drick ~ Me ~huen, 
London. 

Those ct: us of Br i ti sh s t o ck wi ll. p r obabl y find t his boolf 
on the a rt of our f o rbear s ' manusc.ripts, cro sscs, ca rvings, 
e tc. ·, of inte r e st. It wo.s published in 1949 , but I h o.d 
no t seen it until r e cently. The line - d r awings a r e good -
the r e a r e · 21 of t hem, but the 101 h al f -tone plate~, althai gh 
adequa t e , a r e not quite of the s t anda r d seen, f or instance , 

i n tre book r eviewed above . · · . , 
. R. J. S. · . · 

CX>NF~fil:.m..§:_Ql:_ T~ASSO CIATION 

At the end of the v e ry successful Conference at ,~otorm 
in May , the Annua l Gere r a l Me eting passed a r e commendation 
appr oving the principle af hol ding Annua l Confere nces in 
Moy. This r e commendation was ve r y fully discussed by the 
new Counci l a t a mee t in g in Wellingt on in Jul y. Two 
questions we r e r a i sed : 

a ) was May the most sui t able t ime f or a conference? 
b) coul d the Associa ti on affor d both in money and 

eff ort the support of a full s cal e confe r en ce 
eve ry year ? 

It ce rtainly seemed tha t f o r most membe r s , esre cial l y 
school-teache r s, s tudents an d f a r me r s, the May schoo l 
holidays constitute d by f a:' the mos t s o.tisfo.c t o r y period 
f o r the Confer~nce . Ye t f o r s ome p r of essionnl membe rs ~ 
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such ·ts Mu$eum and Unive r si t y e thnologists,· the May 
vacation was a very important fieldwork period. 

Obvio~\1y some compromise was desirabl e . · This could 
be effected by holding biennia l instead of annual 
Confe rences: a policy which would have the aduitional 
advantage of relieving the pressur e on the Confe r ence 
organisers. 

The mairl and weighty objection to the i dea of biennial 
Conferences was the very success of the Annual 
CorU'erence in bringing to ge the r for two or three days 
of intensive and enjoyable archaeological discussion 
and activity members from every part of the county 
who normally would not mee t each otre r or any other 
member of the Association a t al 1. 

In order to cater for annual meetings of the 
Association therefore which would not perpe tually 
clash with members' fieldwork or constitute too heavy 
a burden on the Association's r esource s, Council 
passed a resolution, to be presented a.s a motion for 
the approval of the next Annual General Meeting :-

that the major conf'er~es of the Association 
should be held in May biennially arrl that in 
alternate years a less formal two-day .extended 
Annual General Meeting be held a t Queen's 
Birthday week-end. 

The next CorU;erence will be a full one and will be 
held in Wellington in May, 1960. It will continue 
the theme of the Rotorua Confe r ence by discussing 
the recording , interpretation and car e of excavated 
mat e rial . 




