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SmmR ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES. 

Despite the vet and cold veather throughout !fw Zealand over the summer 
holidays, constderable archaeologic4l activity vas undertak!ln. The Council 
of the Archaeological Association through the RE.VSLETTER is happy to 
publish reports on such activity. The Council al.so •.1elcoill8s notification 
of pending and current archaeological investigations : so.11& a!!iliated 
groups and individuals have been lcnovn to sbOll Council thi s oourt.esy in 
tbe past . The following brief contributions have been received and 
vill be subject to more complete reports in future Nevsletters. 

Mr. Wilfred Shavcross vrites : I The main activity or the Auckland Society 
this year vas its e11Cavations at the Ongar,1 Pa. H<7:1sver, prior to the 
Christmas vork, there had been a nu;uber or site reco.'ding trips to w.rious 
islands in the Hauraki Gulf, organized by Janet De.vidson. There vere also 
three veekend schools on Archaeology. Tllo ~~ these vere run by Roger 
Green, one at Hamilton and the other at '..lbangarei and they vere concerned 
vith site recording. The third school vaa run by Wiltl'ed Sbmteross at 
Kaitaia and vas concerned v ith archaeological techniques and a.1ms . The 
tvo veekend schools in the North suggest that there is conaiderable inter
est in that area and that results of tieldvork may soon be expected too. 

The e:zcavations at Ongari lasted tro:n December 9th to Janua17 17th, and 
thirty seven people vere engaged upon them. Th'3 site is little more than 
a mile fro2 the vell known site at Ka\lI'i Point an:l its particular interest 
lies in its vell documented final occUJl'.tion. It is a considerabl7 laraer 
sl te and its earthworks more complex than the Kauri Point one and vill 
need at least another season's vork for completion, by vhen it should be 
possible to give an indication of the age of the Kauri Point sequence . 
In spite of the unusus.111 poor veather the vork vas able to continue vith 
fev interrupti ons, vhile the riqours of the camp life vere relieved by 
the use of some vooden buildings vhich vere most generousl1 made availabl&. 

While the Societ1 vas vorking at Ongari, Holly Nicholls and Anne Leahy 
vere able to visit Poor Knights Island vith the assistance of a group 
from Wbangarei and report the erlsttence of interesting stone stuctures. 
Much further afield, Roger Green is now vorking in Samoa, carr,.ing out 
site surveys and excavations. Finall7, Wilfred Shavcross presented a paper 
at tbe Science CongTess in Canberra (ANZAAS) and later vorked on an ex
cavation in Nev South Wales." 

Owen Wilkes vrites : " The major project of the Canterbury Museum Arch
aeological Society for this summer vas a month's excavation at Wairau Bar. 
The principal aims vere to elucidate the stra tigrapby, carry out exhaust
ive midden sampling and excavate a pit. A hundred foot long series of 
squares dug in from the lagoon edge of the Boulder Bank shOllSd tvo dis
tinct periods of occupation, vith differing orientation of structure 
patterns and middens. Several varieties of intrusions vere recorded, 
includ i ng cache pits and poatholes some vi th post butts in place. A 
further sixty foot aeries of squares vere dug to try and relate stratig
raphy to the burl.ala found early in Wairau's excavation history. No 
burial intrusions vere found but again tvo occupation layers could be 



distinguished. At present Canterbury Museum Society lll!lmbers are sorting 
&nd cleaning the aidden collections . 

Earlier this summer several sm&l..l. parties worked at South Bay, Kaikoura, 
excavati ng a late occupation layer and dwelling pit." 

Ila~ Si?Cmone, with a part y or mmbers, led into the Pacific to the Chatham 
Islands . The group was sponsored by the New Zealand Historic Places TI"ll~t, 
the Otago Museu.'11 and the Canterbury MuseU111,and its purpose was to recor d 
and collect dendrographs. Site reeording was also undertaken. 

The ~follington Archaeological Soetety, under the direction pf Bruce Mc:Fadgen 
carried out investigatio~ of a 'working-floor' near Foxton. The excavation 
provided the first unequivocal proof of moa-bunting in this part of 
Rorowhenua. 

The Otago 1119:nbers , under the direction of Les Groube, hsd a summer dig in 
So·.ithliurl. Uo details b1va ooen leaked to the tlortb. Peter Gathsr cole is 
at present in Pitcai.rn Island recordin~ the evidence or Pol~sian occupl.ltion . 

?-:r, T .R.Price continu9d his investig9.tions of the swamps at Pouka·.ta (Vol . 6 no , 4 
llewsl9tter ) • Clear association of man and moa has ncr.r been demonstrated. A 
full report on this vor!!: is teing held over for a later Newsletter. 

Th~ cover of Vol~ 7 of the Nevsle t ter was designed by Wilfred Sba•.tcross . 
I t i s a r eproJuction of one of the co:n~J found in the swamp at ¥.aur i Point. 
(See Nevslet ter Vol .6. no.1. ) 
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