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EVIDE!'~CE CF ARCFJ JCt OOCUPATION ALONG AU~ill '::EST COAST 
by R. G .. :f. J..:lly. 

38. 

Almost all University of Auckland Ar ch ae ol ogical Socioty 
e.ctivity to date has bee n along , or near the east coast , a.part 
f'rom surface investigation of K. j_pa.r a sites. 

As U: feel thA't ' Moa Hunter ' site s a re per l"i.aps the most 
vulnerable , a s f a r o.s destructi on by f arming, eros i on , and 
f'oLsicldng a re c once rned , my m·m acti vi tie ::;, apart f rom club 
o.ctivities, a re p a rticularly concer ne d with such sites . 1-..f't er 
r ead.ins;; t he 7!ellington report*, I vrould like t o mention that . 
the l a r ge Moa fra@llents o.t R, ,t;er Green ' s Tairua site were uncover
ed during Ea ster 19 59 , and during November 19 58 . 

Bus iness has taken me·, en o::.ny oo=c s icns .0:.ri ng- i,·he past t en 
yee.rs , t o t he vicinity · f t he ,.,est coast f r cm -_-:"aikat o Heads t o 
~fanuka.u Heads. This is a ve ry h.r ge area vrhich contains many ~ 
und ot her evidence of cons i dero.bl e settlement by Pol yne sian- Ha.ori 
over possibl y the f ull period of sett leme!1t of any kind. Some 
year s ago I nas shovm a f ine set of black stone tanged trian8,ulD.r 
ndzes, ancl mor e r ecently, examples of al.Most e.ny '.7air au type adze ; 
also a h..'U'poon point . 

In the compo.ny of' some r:o.iuku anc:!. Peninsular f riends, some site 
i nvestigation has been carried rut , and a:l investi i:;ation by square 
i s in cour::-·e of being csrri c.d out . Tc rry great delight, a very l arge 
pi ece of Moa bone wo.s · f ound embedded i n an odd concreti on i n a dune 
f ace o.s socia t cd n i th a very small type 4i• and other adzes of simil.:-.r 
r .. r,c. 

Ron Scarlet t has carefully mea.snred the b one , uhich he pronounced 
"certainly Moa, ru:d di s gustingly l arge". J.s it uould s eem that ther e 
o.re ot her site s in .tt.e Ro.gl an ancl Kc..whia rreas, it seems to me that 
t he early expl or ers m..'1.de a very t horo-u.gh job of investigating the 
compl ete coastl ine , and that the task of tracing their activities 
is f or th[\.t r eason all the more i nteresting and importc:illt . 

I n respect to t he Moa b one s ite , I V1ould like to acknowledge 
the v e r y great kindness of the farm f.'.lmily on whose l and it is.; o.lso 
Mr. Ham. Pn.rker' s gener rus devotion of n weekend to o. preliminary 
scientif'ic survey of t he area , nnd Jack Golson ' s very great kindness 
i n t hat a pnrty of t hr ee, including himself , visited this si to , lll'ld 
a lso he.nilled and viEn•1ed t he adzes. 

* Vol. 2, No. 4, p . 25. 




