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in 1979. In all cases tracks were laid on coke pallast and
were surrounded by coke. Vherever possible materials pro-
duced on the site were used for structural purposes.

On the north side of the ovens there had been only one
track (see Fig. 4), which was found complete with sleepers
and rails. It was laid before the adjacent oven commenced
operation. Towards the end of the working life of the ad-
joining oven it had been covered partially with a thick pad
of clay, possibly deliberately as a bridge over the line after
it had fallen into disuse.

Both retaining walls for the coke bagging platform on the
south side of the ovens were of stone (see Figs. 2 and 3).
On the side closest to the ovens it comprised a single course
of roughly squared well fitted stone blocks. On the far side,
in Trench VI, there were three courses. The bottom two were
similar to the north retaining wall and had been laid at the
time the earlier railway track was removed. The top course
was rougher and was added after the later railway track was
in position. The same wall in Trench IX was only one course
deep. The area between the stone retaining walls had been
filled and levelled with coke and coal.

On the north side of the ovens, the coke bagging plat-
form was constructed differently (see Fig. 4). After blast-
ing there was some further levelling with broken stone from
the blasting. A slope in the position of the retaining wall
was partially filled with soil and rubble before larger pieces
of broken bedrock were placed to provide the edge of the coke
bagging platform. This was backfilled to the north with more
broken bedrock to provide the initial platform surface. Later
when debris including an abandoned pile of lime lumps had
built up on the platform, a further course of large fired blocks
was added to the retaining wall. These were of unusual shape
and had obviously been salvaged from some other structure for
which they had been specifically designed. There was some
deliberate levelling, then material built up again. There had
been little attempt to keep the area tidy. Deposits were all-
owed to build up over the paved area in Trench I¥, rubbish was
abandoned in front of the half arch in Trench VI while the ovens
were still in operation and in Trench V a pile of metal and
other debris deposited when the railway track was new was never
removed.

The large drain previously known from the drain entrance
north of the ovens and the drain outlet in the river bank passed
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under the eastern oven in Trench VI through an archway. It
was not related to the half arch in the facade and excavation
did not reveal the function of the half arch. A large pit
(see Fig. 3) had been dug down to the drain after demolition
had already begun on the site, causing the excavator many
headaches as it cut through the relationship between the east
oven and all other related areas. There was no evidence of
an attempt to salvage material from the drain, and the pre-
sence of bits of broken drain at the bottom of the pit sugg-
ested that the pit was dug to repair the drain, probably dur-
ing the 1920s or 1930s when some ovens remained in operation
while dem lition began on others. Other disturbed material
with broken drain pieces around the pit suggested that this
was not the first time the drain had needed repair in this
area, possibly because of the heavy usage of the track above
the drain. The area of track adjoining the drain was sup-
ported on large lumps of stone, some of which had fallen into
the pit. The drain was constructed of heart-shaped segments
of fired material. The bank around the outlet was retained
by dry walling of fused bricks and pieces of stone.

Smaller east-west drains were found on both sides of the
coke ovens between the ovens and the bagging platform. They
were both late features, postdating the later railway track

in the south. The south drain had a tile cover (Figs. 2 and
3. In Trench IX and the eastern pat of Trench VI it was
of solid brick and tile construction. However in the inter-

vening section of Trench VI under a rusted boiler plate the
construction changed to a simple four sided wooden drain with

rough brick retaining walls. No reason for the change was
found.

In the north the drain was cut down to rock and covered
with a wooden plank (see Fig. 4). It did not appear to have
been lined although occasional pieces of what appeared to be
insulating material were found in the build-up of silt under
the plank. Further excavation would be needed to determine
the function of these drains and to find their outlet points.

They appear to be a feature peculiar to the Brunner beehive
ovens.
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BRUNNER Plate 1. Coke ovens and bagging platforms, early 1900s. Beyond are the bins
and brickworks.

BRUNNER Plate 2. Ovens and bagging platform early 1900s, showing stone retaining
wall. Chimney at right services the ovens.



BRUNNER Plate 4. Trench IX showing oven and adjacent shed.



