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could casily find a home within the Site Survey Scheme. The pro's
and cons of ar:r such move cannot be discussed in this Newsletter,
but I hope that the system described will give food for th::ught to
the many Asscciation members, who, like myself, are involved in the
Site Recording Scheme.,

EXCAVATIONS AT MT.WELLINGT®! by J.Golson.

The decision of the Auckland City Council to begin the con-
struction of a large resevoir on M, W¥llington has provided the
opportunity for the first extemded- eacavations on- cne of the major
pe of the Tamali isthmus, The work is boing undertaken by -the -
University-of Auckland 4rchzecclogical Scelety. A gencrous grant
from the Netionel Histor’'c Places Trust hes mage possible thn ro-
cruitment of full-time labou: from merbers of- the Socicty, t - or
three of whom are on the site-at all times. -Vclunteer labour is
occasionally available -during the week and abundantly so at week-
ends, Excavaticn began on the weekend of March 26, 27, and.will
come to an end when the bulldozers mova in during the first half of
May. Day to day direction is in the-hands of Leslie Groube unaer
the general i~ “-.-vision of Jack Golson.

The area under excavation is one of :the twe lowest.parts of the
er- tcr rin:i:a breach inthe crater .- 11 facing N.N.%., 20 yards
across at-its narrowest pcint and. 30 yards long. -This area comprises
two parts, & large squs’i-h flat (to be called the lower flat)
bouncdd cn the west and south by a 5/1 scarp leading vp in the one
direction to a 15 foot wide terrace {*he uwper terrace) bemeath the
steep slcpe of the brcach wall, in’ the other to a 25 foot wide flot
strip (the upper £1&L) olc iz ochove the high Eilcép fall into the
crater itself, Twenty five feet belov the icp cf the crater scarp
is a terracé (the lower terrace) beyond which ne exca.vafion has
been sonftemplated.

The aim of excavetion has been to dig -a complete scetion from
the lower terrace, covered beneath the grass with scori: boulders,
up the crater scarp, with its surface scattering of shell,- over the
upper flat on'which no surface features were présent, across the
loser flat with:-its dispersed rectengular pits-clear to the outer
edge of the rim, From this section line ercavaticnswerg €o-ba _carr-
ied west and eas‘l: as coccasion warranted and to link up with excav-
ations on the upper terrace,
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Initial attention was devoted to the upper flat, the
excavation of which has been virtually completed. The entire
area proved to be covered beneath the topscil with a layer
of scoria, on top cf which at one point only there were earth
ovens and a midden, The underlyingscoria layer itself was
almost campletely devoid of cultural material of any kind,
but because of the lack of uniformity in its constitution
it has been interpreted as artificially laid. The scoria
served to seal off the various remains of pmv:lous occupat-
ion,

On the western half of tha mpper flat there consisted
immediately beneath the scarin g level of ovens and firepits
assoclated with charconl and fregmentary shell, Some of these
ovens proved to have been dug into the consolidated surface of
the £ill of an earlier pit. The p:Lt in question is a large
affair 20 feet, by 10 feet, by 4t feet deep, Its fill was
an unstable co.xglanere.tion of rubbish;layers of shell and
scoria, Towards the bottom vns - complex zonc of burnt
naterial.,

To the same period, both of use and sbandorment, belong
two other rectangular pits nearer the crater searp. The
spaller of these, lyihg side by side with the larger pit Jjust
deseribed, is13 feet, byé 4'feet, by 3 feet deep and is pro-
vided with a centr2l row of postholes. There was burnt mat-
erial both on the bottom of this pit, as well as on that of
its neighbour,

The third pit, to the east, had on unstable f£ill of shell
and scoria very similar to that of the first pit, and as with
its two partners there w,s on extensive burnt layer towards
the bottom of the fill, Vith this pit, however; there hnve
been complica.t:.ons which have still not been satisfactorily
resolveds, There is some evidence that two pits stood on this
gpot, the later one shorter and deeper than and/or on a
slightly different line from the earlier. If this should
proove to be the case, the two rows of postholes in the floor
would be satisfactorily explained as belonging to two diferent
structures, The owerall dimensions of 19 feet, by 10 feet
are those of the complete pits. The depth is pifeet.

The history of the upper flat can be carried further.
Hard against the complex pit just described there lies to the
north a huge pit 21 feet long and 8% feet deep, The campact
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i1l of this pit with layers of uniform material fairly evenly bedded
stands in strong comtrast to the fill of the pits hitherto described.
There is no direct evidence of the relative age of this pit and the
others, but it is possible that the recutting of the pit immediately
4o the south may have been made necessary by the close presence of a
pit sunk to so much greater a depth.

On the other han? wnere is very car ¢vifunec of the ~ge relat-
jonship of the ruge pit a3 rhe ~~avp thay 1ails north to the lower
2%, for tas cutting of this scarp has removed the upper part of the
northern well and some of the fill of the pit in question,

£ remarkal’e fecture of the uppar flat is that (he levelled
curfuce into wrich the pits described were dug and which gives the
upper flat its form i- nok, except along its northernm edge, a. natur-
al, tat is a built up surface. The naturel koglns 4o £a11 4o the -
crater soma 10 fest south of ‘the scarp to the lower flat, but the
surface contirues ievel to from 15 feet to 20 feet southwards. As o
result, the entire 4 foot covthern face of the swallest pit on the
upper flat is cut through built-up material. and all but ore foot of
+ke northern face.

The material of which ihe build-up is composed is bonded scoria
derived frcr :.eighboaring highor areas of the cone gt a time when
hapan activity there was providing it in quaiitity. '™ rocilicd uua
depositsd prouahiy by matural forcaes. This ohservatich we cwe to
Messrs, Lo.r and Scholfield of Goological Survey who have kindly
ancertaken the luwvestigation of the geoiogiecal aspects of ths site.
That the build-up in quection took place within the period of bhuman
cccupation is preved by the rere but definite presence of shells in
the layers that campoue it,

Thess ohservations on tne vulld cub <f %le evte~ xim prepare
us for the story of the outer scarp. 77 .- +tho irvestigeticn of
this area hus not yet been completed. it is obvious that the even
30" slope of the surface down to the lower terrace bears littie relat-
ionship to ihe subsoil features. This is most evident at the bottom
of the scarp. From surface indications the lower terrace is about
12 feet wide. In reality it is over twice as broad and is backed by
a vertical scarp in scoria which falls into what appears to be a pit.
A1l these features are masked by a tremendcus deposit of soil, shell,
and particulal y scoria boulders, which obtaing a thickness on the
tack of the terrace of 9 fest,
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The layer of shell and scoria can be followed higher up the
scarp tovards the scarp edge over which they were dumped as refuse
Zuring habitation and construction. The scarp edge itself has not
been fully investigated, but it is =zlready cbvious that it is cut
from the same level and through the same layers of build-up es the
pits of the upper flat. An interesting fleature of the scarp in front
cf the smallest part of the upper flat is that it is faced with a
regular wall of scoria boulders,

Investigation of the lower flat has only just begun and little
can be said of it except that besides the rectangular pits visible
cn the surfece there are others of which no surface indicaticn
rcmains,

The upper terrace has been tested only. Two 9 feot squares,
separated by 2 3 foot baulk have revealed evidences of cooking pits
cutting across each other in a complex fashion. These occurred immed-
iately below a scoria layer that may be corrclated with that sealing
in the upper flate A circular pit a rord in diameter and a possible
prlisade posthiole on the edge of the scarp are the only structureal
foatures of note,

Iy

In view of the amount of earth turned over and the sbundant tracesae
of humn activity, finds of ertifacts have been neglibible. Two broken
hone peints were discovered on the upper terrace: a simple pendant cf
bune in the £ill of the huge pit cn the upper flat: z broken needle
low in the fi11 at the bottom of the crater scarp, Obsidien is pres-
¢nt but not coamon. The most surprising discovery has been that of a
bruken hogbocked ndge amongst the scoria boulders of one of the lay-
€1s of the crater scarp.

The scarceness of artefacrs is dissppointing becesuse the cultural
arfiliation within New Zealand of the authors of the Auckland pa ere
completely unkmtmand the Mt.¥ellington excavations have so far advan-
ced us no further towards an answer, However, evidence of great impor-
tancé has been obtained for the scale, intensity and continuity of
activities on these pa, and sufficient carbon samples have been coll-
ected to provide the dates we badly need to discover the period and
duration of their occupation.






