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could easily find --~- home ·within the Site furvey Soheme. ['be pro 's 
.:uld cons of o.r. ·.,' sue h move cannot be discussed in this Newsletter, 
but I hope that the system described ..-rill give food for thought to 
the many Association members, who, like myself , are involved in the 
Site Recording Scheme. 

EXCAVATIONS AT MT . l1'ELLINGT(!{ by J .Golson. 

The decision of the .Auckland City Council to begin the con
struction of n. large re sevt:"i:F os 1.ff. ~ington has provided tho 
opportuni tY for the first extoadecI- e ;roavations on one of the major 
E.£ of the Tamaki i sthmus. The wor k is boing undcrt::ken by the . 
Univc!'Sity"J of Auckland -Arcfuicalogical Socl.Gty. A · geno·rcus · gr nnt 
from the Ne tional His'vor: c Places· Trust hfis m~.ae · possible tho r'c
cruitncnt {)f full-time lnbou::.:. from mcobers' of'· the Soc'.i.01?7, t- . er 
throe of whom =tre on the site . :i.t all. times. · Vclcntcor kbour is 
occasionally C.vailo.blo during the week nnd abu."lce.ntly so at week
c.nds. Excavation began on the ueekend of March 26; 27 , :.na. .. tr.ill 
c ome to an end men the bulldozers move. in c'luring the first hcl.f' of 
May. Do.y to day -direction is in the h.:uids" o£ Leslie Groube Wlne1.
thc genere..;t ~: · - . dsiOfl o~ Jack Golson_ 

The area Under excavation is one of cthe -tTic;. J.o;-;es·c -par~ ·of the 
er· .tcr ria : 'a 01·ehch in the. crater · · n feeing N.N.TI., 20 ytU-ds 
&:ross at -its narrowest p c.int a.nc. . 30 yords l ong. · Th.i..s area comprises 
tr.o parts, a l c.rge squ~:· .:..:h f'J a t (t0 be called the 10\".Ycr flat) 
boun<~dd on the wC:;st l\Il::;_ s outh by o. 5/1 scarp 10adi.ng u-p in tho ore 
direction t o ~ 1:5 foot ,ri.a.e t erraoo .(.the upper t errace) beneath the 
steep s:i_cPe of the breach 1iall, ·U1 t.'1e other to P.. 25 foot wide fu.t 
strip (th£ upper f'J £..:;) :..: ·_ · .,.-, -C c~jOV\, too high "¢tcC:.p ~all into the 
crati=r itself. TWcnty five feet beloo the tcp cf' th6 crater scarp 
is a terrace (the · 10l7er terrace) beyond uhich no e:xcavati.o n has 
been con:f;empla ted. 

The aim of ·excavation bas been t -D dig -a coropl e t e soetion from 
the l ower terrace,' c011ered bene~th the C?;I"asS w:i.th ·scoric boulders, 
up the ·crater scarp, \'Ji.th its surface scattering of Shell,- over the 
upper flat on' uhlch n o suri'ace features were present~·- across the 
lo.1er :flat mth•':its dispersed recteneJ:llar pitsi-c.lear to ·the cuter 
edge of the rim. From this section line ercnvaticnswc.:n... to-ba..carr
ied west and' east• as occasion wan-anted" and to link up with exca~ 
ations on' +-he upper tGrrace-~ 



32. 

Initial. atteation was devoted to the upper f'l.at, the 
excavation o:f which has been virtually completed. The entire 
n rea. proved to be covered beneath the topsoil with a layer 
of scario., on top c:f vl:xi.9b at one. point only there were earth 
ovens and: a midden. The underlying scorin. layer i tsel:f was 
almost caupletel.y devoid of cultural material of any kind, 
but because o:f the lack o:f uni:formity in its consti tutLan 
it has -been intexpreted as artificially laid. The sooria 
served to seal off the various remains o:f previous occupat
i on. 

On the western mJ.:f of ~-~ flat there consisted 
immediately beneath the scarin • l evel of ovens and f'irepits 
associated with crorc~ and f~gxnentary shell. Some of these 
ovens proved to have been dug into the consolic1ated surface of 
the fill ·of an earlier pit. The pit in question is a large 
c.ffair 20 feet, by 10 feet, by 4.* feet deep. Its :fill was 
an unstable c oaglomer e.ti on of rubbish; la;yers of shell and 
scoria. Towards the bottan v:l'..s :.. complex zone of burnt 
r:nterial. 

To the same period, both o:f use ruJd ebandcnment, bel.ong 
trro other rectangular pi ts nearer the cratei- eeD.rp. The 
soallor of these, l yihg side by side with the la...~r pit just 
described, is13 feet, by6 ! :feet, by 3 feet deep and is pro
vided with a centreJ. row of postholes. There was burnt I!Ult
e.rinl. both on the bottom of this pit, as well as on that of 
its neighbour. 

The third pit, t o the enst, lw.d ~ unstable fill of shell 
nncl scoria very similar to that of the first pit, .and ns with 
its two pcrtners there w':'.s an exte nsive burnt l aye r tom:trds 
the bottom of the fill. llith this pit, ~ever·; the~ mve 
b een complications which have still not been satisf'a.ctarily 
resolved. There is some evidence that two pits stood on this 
spot, the later one shorter nnd deeper than and/or on a 
sl.ightl.y di.fi'erent line :from the earlier. If this should 
proove to be the case , the two rows of post.holes in the :floor 
>7ould be sntisf'nctorily explained as belonging to two dif'erent 
s tructures. The overall. dimensions o:f 19 :feet, by 10 feet 
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nre those of the complete pits. The depth is 4.!f'eet. • 

The histozy of the upper :fl.e.i: can bO carried further. 
Ho.rd o.go:i.nst the complex pit just described there lies to the 
r.orth a huge pit 21 feet long and ~ feet deep. The canpact 
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fill of this pit with l a yers of uni.form material. f tlrly evenly ·bedded 
stands in ~rong contrast to the fill of the pits hitherto described.. 
The.re is no direct evidence of the rel ative age of t his pit and the 
others, but it is poss:i:-ble that tre r ec.u.tting of the pit inmediately 
t o the saith may have been made necessary by the close presence of a 
pit sunk to so much greater a depth. 

On the other ban~ "t.hGre is ve:::-y ;.:~aio: 1.:vi~.::n~....: nf th. '.:' ge relat
:l.onship of the t .:.l.gb pit a.:~ r:he :""'~'!> tha'l.. ialls north to the lower 
fl-;,~.;_ fer t;:.:. .:...i.tting of this sca_...p has removed ·the upper .part of the 
northern vra1l o.nd s roe of the fill of the pit i::.. q..iest.i.on. · 

_t:_ remarka'b~ e fe.::..ture of the uppar flat i.i:; +,~t ~he l eveJ.led 
c:.-..irf't:.c<:: into rk..:.c;h the pi ts de:::cribed uere Chlg and l'l'hich gl vet' the 
upper flat its form j,~ not, except 31.ong its northern edge, n natur
al, b 1_1.t i s a bu:D.t up surface a The naiun:-.1 1::~g.1.i.•:: -'.;o f :>l] ·1;0 t:h.e 
cratP.::- sor::'J 10 fee~.; south of i:he ccarp t o the lowe1· f"lat, but the 
sud'ace co:-:tir.ues level t o frcm 15 :feet to 20 f Aat scuth\\a.!'ds.. As u 
rcrul t ~ ~he c.;1t-Lre 4 foot coo. therll f ace of ·the wall est pit on -'i,he 

Ufipe~· i'J.at i:: cut thrcugh bui.lt-up material and all. but one foot of 
-::r:e uo:M:hern face . 

'.rbe materie.l of wh .. _c..'li '\.he buj.ld-·U? is compoced is .b ended scoria 
derived frC! :.ai ghbcuring highr.-c e reas of th3 cone D.t a t-;.me r1he~l 
11'.l'.llD.L act ivity .i::iere was providing it in q~.~.;_ ~: · ~-.+. "' '.:'=----~cu tu•~ 
d.epo::;ited proi.J:?-bly by r...::i.tu;..-a.l for::~s. Thi-:; 01iservati~1 -.-:e owe to 
~{e:ssr::. 1 • .:- . .r .:i.nd. ScholfieJ.d of G£iological Surv0'J '7m have -ki Hcii_y · 

.. mC..ortaker.. the :Lwe·:;tign:tion of the geologic3l aspect::; of t~e sit e·" 
'.fiia.t che- bu.iJ.d-U-.fl jn que:::tion took place w:i.thi n the per.'.od of htlIIl!Ul 

CCCL"J>ation is p:-cved by J...hc rn.re but definite preseme of E=hells in 
J.:he luyar s that compo:.:e it~ 

'ther3'3 o~servations on -c;ne ( .utlti c.t:.~ r:f ~!l-e C'"""'+ 0 -:- :-:-i"l p :cepa_---e 
\.~ fo-: the story of the cuter s ourp. ':'"~ : Li>'·. tr..::i j:ives·tigc:tic.n ot' 
t!;bs area has not yet been complete~ i-i; is ob'll'ious tr.:...t the even 
jCl slope of i.ho surface do>£1 ·~o tre lcmer terrace bears litt:.e rolat
ionsh.i.p to i.he subsoil featuresG This is most evident at the b ottom 
of the scarp~ Fran surf'ace indications the l~er terrace is about 
12 feet w.i..de. In reality it is over twice as broad and is bac~d by 
a vertical scarp in scoria which falls into v7ha~ appears to be a pit. 
All t .hese fea~s are mask;ed by a tremendous deposit of soilJ' sh.ell, 
and particul~~!. y scoria boulders, which obt~ a thickness on the 
cnck of the te:tTace of 9 feet. 



The layer of shell and scoriD. con be f ollowed higher up the 
scarp towards the scnrp edge ove r which they t7ere dumped a s refuse 
-:llring robi tntion nnd construction. The sco.rp edge itself has n ot 
b een f'ul.ly inve stiga ted, but it is tlreac1y obvious that it i s cut 
from tre srune level ancl thrrugh tre same layers of build.:..up e.s the 
pits of the upper fia t . An interesting feo.ture of tre scarp in front 
c f the smallest part of the upper f'l~t is th~t it is f o.ced m. th a 
r egular wall of scoria b oulders. 

Inve stigation of the l_gyrer fiat has only just bogun and little 
c~ be said of it except trot besides the rectonguler pits visible 
1.. n the surf'c.ce there are others of' >ffi:i.ch no surface indica ticn 
r::ma.ins. 

The upper te?Tace has been tes t ed only. Two 9 foot squares, 
scpara.tocl py a 3 foot b aulk have revealed ev i eences of · cooking pi ts 
c:u t ting across e ach o ther in 1 complex f ashi on. These occurred immed
L t ely b elcm a scoria l ayer t hat mD-y b e cor rel a t ed with that s caling 
i..'1 the upper fic.t. A cL.rcular pit a. !"Drd in cliamete r and a p ossible 
:i_: ".liso.de posthole on the edge of the scarp a re the only structurc.1 ~ 
f eatures of note. 

In view of the runrunt of earth turned over and the abundant traces• 
0f hUtt'.n activity, fin& of artifacts hsve b een neglibible . Two b r oken 
~.me p ci."lts were discover ed. on t he upper t orTace: n simple pendant cf 
b wnc i n the fill of too huge pit en the upper fiat: c. broken needle 
l~-.J in the fill a.t tru bott om of the cruter scnrp. Obsi die.n is pres -
c r~t but not cn.unon. The most surprising discovery has been the.t of a 
broken hogbc.ckod C'.1ze omongst the scorin boulders of one of tre lay-
c.1-s of the cro.ter scarp. 

The scarceness of artefacrs is clis.:"'-ppointing b ec ause the cul ture.l 
.:u'filia tion vri. t hin N&1 Zealand of the 9.uthors or t ho Aucklnnd M e..re 
compleseJ.y unkrrttland the Mt . 7fellington excavntions have so far ndvan
ced us no further tcrvards an rurower. Honever , evidence of grea t impor
tnnc6 has been obtained for the_ scale, intensity and continuity of 
activiti es on these ~' and sufficient carbon samples have been coll
ected to provide the dates V1e bndly need t o discover the period and 
duration of their occupo.tion. 




