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yielded. u ·qu.ah:tity ·of' ~bsidian o.nd_._ah ~¢1.ze . . ·: The depth: of, the . 
deposit~ ··was . Shall ow,) "s'cld~ more ._ t han . e:ightg:en inches deep~ 

·. ·. ~Th~ . internal co~is.te~c;,-~f ti:e ·~- in ' tl¢>. ~ea is · the m<;>s~ 
• str iking .res\llt . . . Eventually it may be possible :to define trese· as 

a·.tm.:.dist~nguishable fran those elsewher e , but 'it m.i1·. ~equire at 
lcast:·m9re_ ext.en~ive study. . . ·· · · 

.: 1 The ~o~t of' · tll!le- nee~d for-~cov~i}~g. a ~ma.4 . ~~9- - is .v"tcy 
deceptive; an area ' like Kaii:ar a . may teke -'many Q.nys of r ecordThg . 
be~ore. it is finished: : we cqver ed on the day no ,more .than twelve 
square miles , the five parties sl.:irVeying a · little 'more than t wo 
squp.re ,miles each.--·__ FTan this . small area , t ..enty-f'our · sites were 

· r.esor.qed, f,ourteen of. ;them E! :~i t e s . · ·This high . concentrilti'ori>of · 
.~{i~es in $outh Kaiparo,.,·is s~rising - but· on close ·~field· inv:est­
igetion ,. many other arpas ¢11 pr9ba.bly ·yield greater cohcentra- ., 
tion~ . ·We .hope t _he ~sUlts of ·our ·act-ivit'y 1ef.i.l1 ·1ead to 'other such 

. exp_editi.o:os , for , as we all lmow, s·ites. are rapidly disappearing all 
·oveF t):le . country. · 

EXCAVATIONS ON THE CoRCWi.Nt>BL' "i:'ENINSULA ... by;l. Go:i.,~on· .. 

If you look at the distr ibution in the North Island of the 
distinctive ty.pe i:; :_o! a dze, or!laDlcnt and fishing gear \Vhich South 

• Island archaeologists have. been able to show a s . Characteristic of 
the.·. <;:ulture 9f New;·Zeal and1s :earliest inhabitants, the Mo"a-hunter s , 
there ~e ~c:me:.areas ..mere. their occurrence is more f'requc"nt tfutn" 
othe~s .. . : One of these ~ the Corom..-mdel peninsulo.. , particularly the 
east ~ cOO.~t horn Cape. ·001Vi11~. to Wa:ihi Beacn. It was on this · · 

, 

• 

gcnerol area tmt .. field exploration uas concentrated vmen the Auck­
l@d" Soc~cty ·set :l.t self._thc task of discovering and excavo.ting a 
North Isla nd Moo-hunter site with the aims of : -

(a ) comparing Moa-hunte r cult~e :i,n its North Island 
·· · form with" the farm well -c;l.esc;:ribed for the South 

Island, and ~ 

(b) test·ing the-· generally acccpteQ. hypothesis t hat in 
the North Island with i ~s f ewer m<;ns , mo.i-i. wo.s the 
contemporary merely of a remnant moo population 
consisting of.two species at most -waning through 
the operation of environmental and/or genetic 
c_ha.nge s,. 

Sarah's· Gully: 
The. -~rea : finally selected for excavi:ltion 

at So.rah' s Gully, just north of Mercury Bay. 
was the · small beach 
Sarah' s Gully did not 
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appear to be an extensive .site, nor ·was it environmen:tally as 
favourable a place· for prehistqric settlement as nnny neighbouring 
beaches . But archaeologically it produced evidence exposed in the 
eroded sea bank of stratified 'layers of occupa.tipn in a relatively 
undisturbed state , sane· of 1vhich appeared· to be . early by reason of 
the ~'hogOO..ck" adze and one- piece fishhook of moa bone with incurved 
point , picked up there. In addition, the bay at ln.rge contai ned 
other evidences of prehistoric occupttion , particularly a sIIRll head­
land~ '1h.ich will be described below. F~ly, the remote ness of 
the site and the · interest a nd hel pfulness of its owner made it an 
ideal. spot for extended · s~er o:Per a tions , 

]:xcavation was begun in the Sumner of 1956- 7 TT.i~h the intentioo 
of e s.tabl ishing the nature of· the · occupation on .the marine terraces 
where the cultural material '·was expose d . •. Three areas were excavated, 
reveal ing · evidences of . camping and cooking·, a.ccc!n.p;mied by t ool 
manufacture , espacinlly tm fashioniiig of ·one- pic·cc bait hooks of 

.m!JUbone . Moo.bone ... .as . not plentiful on the· site . but the recovery of 
o. fra'gnent of pelvis from a smn.11 moo. iri the charcool of a haangi 
suggests that at l east same of the bones .used for manufacture 
belonged to birds contemporary with the manufacturers . At the sru:ne 
time subfossil moabone :l,s present in the consolidated sands under­
lying the cultural depos.its. · Dog o.nd seal bone · :w~s· abundant in the 
excavated l a yers . 

Two of the investigated .areas call for special camnent . In 
one of tmse stratification t o some 'depth, though of no great ex­
tent , v.ia.s found and t r aces , midvrci.y in the stratified deposits, of a 
structure with sunken floor and postholes. The badly ·decayed 

. remains of a ,. post were found in one of· the holes . In the other 
area, · the cui:tural· deposit, though thin, was rich· and produced a 
rn..tnber· of canpl.ete adzes and one piece fishhooks of bone, a s v.ell as 
·;;he unbarbe d unperforated bone point of a lureh qok and beads of cut 
bird-bone and dent o.lium shell. 

The evidences , though not as rich and varied as the classic 
Mon-hunt e r sites , >-Jere all distinctly within the Moo-hunter tra­
dition. It uns because of this tb.o.t ·a r eturn to Saro.h's Gully h'US 

planne d fo::- the sumroe:..~ of' .1957-53, rith the hope of adding to our 
knowledge of Moa- hunter culture ll:l on~ of the r e ::;pects in i:mich it 
is a t present most sadly de~icient, t~iat of hou::>e pl.D.ns and settle­
ment t ype . 

• 

• 

No surface indications c:>...-iste d in the irnmedk.te vicinit;-l of the .. 
beach deposits t o suggest a vilhge site , bl:.4t in;;:icdi_Q.t c ly behind the 
area of ·~ he first season ' s richest fh:d3 •;ro.s a. long flat t errace 

. -



• 

• 
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runn,tng .by the side ~f the creek ~ch suggested itself as a likely 
. spot ... · Since ·.excavation here w.s e;x;ploratory, . it -h:td necessarily 
to be extensive. The area mis gridded into 1_2 ft. squares and 9 ft . 
squares excavated within these , leaving · 3 ft . baulks intact between 
squnres for acces$_ and s'e ction drawing, until ·a··ia t e stage in 
excavation • 

. No· village ·site was found" on the. t errace, but instead a number 
of channels running a thwart the t errace , petering out at the one end 

· C?Il top of the -natU:ral bank above the creek apd .beach, starting at 
the other ~nd at the base of the ridge slope by which the t errace is 
backed. Because few artefacts, rui.d thes~ not diagnostic, were 
found, the aat·ing .of· the channels h:t.d t9 be made by way of strati-

. graphic connections with the beach s _ection excavn.t.cd the previous ..: 
year • . Though much work r enains to be done on soil samples col-_ · 

.lected for ~echanical ahalysis with the question of -the validity of 
these stratigraphic connections in mind, the provisional conclusion 
is that the channels are Moa-hunter in vieu of i;;pe fact that they · 
were secled in by a sand blanket that also sealed in the cultural 
deposits on the beach ~ection below. 

·. · When the terrace had been adequately investigated, attention 
wn.s~d.irected to the low ridge top above it, Where again in the . 
a bsence of surface features extensive excavation on t~e grid pattern 
wo.s employed. A line of five pits was uncavered, a1:J_ of them 
filled to the brim with earth before the material of the mod.em . 
s urface layers began to form. T1VO of the pits were deep square . 
bin-like structures with led~s as though for the fitting of a cover • 
. The other three v;ere larger ( 8 ft . by 4 ft . ) , r ectangular, in a ll · 
cases with drains leaving them by . a V-shaped cut at the level of the 
floor. T\10 of the drains r an out to the top of the scarp at the 
bottan of "l'llP.ch the terrace cha~ls originated. 

A ~lender case could thus be :imde out on gr0lll1.ds of functional 
interdependence for the contemporaneity of ridge pits and terrace 
ch.:'Ul.!lels o.nd th"J.s of ridge pits and Moa-h;mt er cultural deposits on 
the -beach. No artefacts wer e found on the ridge t op to date this 
area independently, while efforts to achieve a stratigraphic linlc 
between ridge top and tho t e rrace by tren chiz:ig the scarp proved 
abortive. · 

. Be.cause of the negligible information o.vaila ble on Moa-hu.'1.ter 
structtires , it been.me a. matt~1, 01' some im:partnnce to &.to the ridge 
top pits ·in rela,tion to the Moa- bll!""ter occupation of the beach. 
This . was all the ::iore irr.pcr:tant bccau3e tho pits; t oo small for and 
.-rlth no t races _of ro~itation, see'-'1P,d be~t interpre ted as i cod r.:to:·-
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~ge pits: and if' food pits, what was the food th'.l.t 1"'/US stored? 
'.:.'he orthodox th~ory t hat Moa-hunters -mre non-o.griculturo.l is opeµ. 
to many objections ·and. the Sar~ ' s· Gully pits might conceivably·be;. 
evidence t o the contrary. · · .. · · 

. . ' 

The third season·' s . work, during, the sl.mllller of 1958-59, had · 
therefore t wo aims : to search the ridge top for more pits and t·o 
investigate the r elationship of the pits to the Moo.-hunt~r l evels 

.. of the beach. Two pits ·mly, of s lightly dif:'ferent . chn.rac:ter ;fr.om 
the previous series , · wer e uncovered in the coilrse of ·extensive area 
excavatiop., as. well as a cbmplex series of !X'sthole~ situated on . 

. sloping ground and fanning no awarent plan. . . A.. grro t . dco.i of .. 
a ttention was p:d.d to the stratigraphy of the a;i;-cu and numerous soil 
sampl es taken over a n extensive area . The most ·promising .. feature, 
however , was undoubtedly the presence on t _op of a lnyer ·which · 
sealed at least some of the postho+es in of _a n~bcr <>f haa.ngi 
uhich provide d good material f9r wi)at w:i,.11 be ~ vital ·radipcarbon 
date. 

Sarah' s Gully Pa: 
The excavations described above came· to D..l'l end befor e the 

surmner's digging season was over. In the final . 1reek therei'are , 
investigations shifted· to ·-~he small ~eadl.a.I)d .E9:. which had _,far_ ·long 
been a source of interest t o the .Sarah_' s Gl,llly e;x:c...}vo.tors . ·. . . . . . . . 

The. pa is small - the flat ridge t op behind the defences is 
littl~ morethan 100 ·ft . long - and the defences s imple - two 
ditches and banks crossing half the ' r idge . from opposate sides and . 
slightly overlapping in the middle and ·n s:imple, well-preserved· 

·'lateral scarp app£>.rently with a small ditch a t the base . 'Within 
the pa no surface features are visible. - ... 

On canpleti6n of a plane table survey, the site vro.s gridD.ed. 
into 12 ft . squares in such a way th.it 9 ft . sqmrc s within cotiid 
be excava_ted to section the two bnnks ~nd ditches, investigate the 
inter i'or of the pa a long the central Fidge and include the laterol 
scarp. : - · .. · · · · 

Excavation began in the belief , soon to .be proved false, .that 
the settlement evidence with.in the~ woUld be simple n.nd straight­
for\'i0.rd. Though the exeavation of the ditch n.nd bank defences 
raised no problems , within the pa a t least two sto.gcs in occupation 
soon became evident. . The laterstage ·v.e:s ·evidenced by the large 
quan~itics of obsidian a nd haangi stones in the blern sand layer 
which mantled the site. The earlier stngc consisted in a number 
of pits dug into the subsoil and fill ed complc·tcly by no.tural or 
human agency bef.or e 'the s~d mantling be.gan. The pits arc of two 
types - r ectangula r pits up to 2l f't . deep and a vo.riety of circu-

• 

• 

t 

... 
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:· ~1: r .:. O .:. a ,.,:'.:.>v noi; l1i·i;1Drco recm.·ded - ..ul.t'~-c shafts 8' .. mk into 
tr..e gro·..:.-_..1. v..i..i;h a small e;,q:nnsion of t he s. ::.cs tcmards the base . 
They a r e of varying depth, from 2 ft. ·to 4~ ft • 

Connected vr.i th one or other of the occupation periods is a 
mass of stake hol es in the cen~re of t he ~· 

The well- pres erved scarp on ' the side of the hill proved t o be 
partly bull t up with mat erial appar ently won fran a very shallou 
ditch at its bo.se . It is a s yet unclear t o which stage of occu-
pation this and the other defence s ~long. 

En.re ly n ~ek was spent in its initial investigati ons of t he 
1£. The excavations are being c ontinued, h• .~ver, by Mr and Mr s 
T .L. Birks, t wo r etired member s of the Socic·, ,r, who a r c devoting 
t heir f \111 time d:iring 1959 t o t he .. total e xc -.-.:ition of t he E!· 

_9pit~ : 
1 :'.; t~ . .! be ["ire: ing of the s econd s eas on' . 

(1957- 58., J.~ ~ C! ·r:.n of 0-,t>ito Bay r eported 
ere=.~ :::. l~ i ... - •. ..-- _a.3s frc:n nn arm at the re-:. 
Opit o &.:,-. .A: : =?l oratc:::-y group from t1·~ r.~ 

r eport and recc.. 3r e d safficient ev'i.dencc to i:, 

s ite was worth i:westigo.tion. 

·- ~k at Sarah's G~ly 
i· artefacts rer e bcip.g 
of a l a rge creek on 

- pirty confinred tm 
;ges t t hat the new 

Tm> days' excavation by t~e full i:arty cleared a s tre tch of 
dune 41 ft . l ong, 10 ft. wide and 4-i f't . deep. The stratigraphy 
of the deposit s v.as r easol'lll.bly clear. At t he bottom of the dune 
s eries , which contained at a high leve l evid.ence of late occupation 
with unfortunately very f ew r emains , was a n 18 -inch s eries of. 
layers quite r emarkably rich in f aunal and art~factual specimens. 
The t opnost l ayer .of the wind blown sand l ess Lcavily a ffected by 
human activity from a thinne r and l ess continu0us occupation spread 
at tbe bottom of the deposit which canpensate~ f or its modest pro­
portions with a most immoderate cont ent of a r c.:1aeol ogical mat erial. 
';his contained a nuxr.ber of significant itcJll!3 , including moa egg 
shell and a rich collection of moo bone . Mr· R. J . Scarlett, of 
the Canterbury Muse~ , who t ook part in the e xcavations and is nou 
studying the bird r emains, r eports that a good proportion of the 
moo. bon es m ll be i dentifia ble as t o species ond that a var iety of 
moos appear s t o be present , including the lar ger exrunple s. Sig-
nificantly enough, the moo bone in the uppennos t; lD.yer of the 
s eries was l ess plentiful ~d came in much smal+cr pie ces . 

Adzes rer e r ecover ed in sane number ond c c:mpr ised ~.1.most every 
standard Moa-huntcr t~ cith t he e xception of' t~e .sidcho.f'ted. 
Bone f iz!-::::, ' ~;; ~:.:!. she} l ornrunents '\?C".'e a l so ;-.... -~ent, a s well as 
"!:;-- -- · •· ,... _ [: '-or'~ '.Jc-- .- and f l a!;:c k ·_ • .:. re :; c - J.r1-·· _ 



Pumice '\l<l.s abu.<d.ant throut;l.out tr.e cl~posit a nd par·tict.:.. _._~ 
conc entrations wer e not ed on t op of the cult ural s eri e s a t the b:l.se 
0f the section and on t op of the 10\rest l ayer in this s erie s. At 
this date, howev er, Dr Wellman ' s interest in pumice Tl8.S not known 
a nd be yond noting its occurrence nothing further was done . 

By the f ollowing s eason, h owever, ( 1958- 59) , the group was 
aware of Dr Wellman's work and inte rested in the :implications of 
his "black" pumice hypothesis (discussed by Roger Gr een in this 
Newslette r). I n view of the c onnnon occurrence of pumice in the 
Opito deposits , it was decided t o cut a small section a dja c ent to 
the 1957-58 s ite with the specific purpose of collecting pumice a t 
all levels of the section. The. t est s e ction thus excavated ;vas 
t aken down into the unde r lying beach deposits and v~.s subsequently · 
extended in scope . Pumice was f ound at a ll l evels, but. mat eria l 
that could be described as "bla ck", or even "grey", as opposed t o 
"white " did n ot ap~ar below a certain l evel in the seque nce , 
s tratigraph ically the upper half of the sand l ayer s dividing the 
two main cultural hor izons a t the base of t he deposits . From this 
point up, however, "black" pumice occurre d freely with white pu:nice .. 

A s mall exca va tion was simultaneously c onducted at a sand-hill 
site further oost a l ong Opito Bay, m ere moo bone TlB.S again found 
in consider able quantity. 

A NEW SITE AT OPITO by R. H. Parker 

During the 1ast f ew days ')f the Auckland University Archaeolog­
ical Society's dig in the Mercury Bay area l nst stmmer, a small 
party was de t a ched to t est a n ew site in the . nestern purt of Opito 
Bay . The site is a ridge rising ab:n,iptly from the small flood 
pl ain of t he otruna Stream a nd lying immedia t ely to the south of the 
f or e dunes . 

It was amon g t hes e dune s t hat, during the sec.son of 1957-58, 
the Society carri e d 'out a three - day "rescue " d i g on a Moa- hunte r 
working floor . 

The t esting of the neu site was undertclcen partly f'rom the c on­
sideration t ho.t any occupation the r e might be r el o..ted t o that of the 
"fish h ook11 floor and partly in r esponse t o the insistence of the 
owner of t he proi)erty, Mr R.A. Chapnan, who ho..d not ed a s character­
istic of the ridge its unusually vigorous grouth of grass, which he 
a ttribute d t o deep disturbance of the soil, and its striking green­
ness, vmich he a ttr·ibuted t o the pre s ence of 1arge quantities of 
decayed she ll in the mar ked:!.y a cid soil. 




