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26. 
·. i:)oden :in:pl emcnts. Other materials scroetinles used rere i;hc aer.ial 
roots of the kiekie (Fre~inetia. Banksi~) , and th0 thin r oots of 
~cveral species of climbing r at a . 

Of s pecial inter est is a r epaired canoe paddle (hoc) i?hich has 
a wcll-sha~d, thin blade , and navy handle . The blade itself is 
2 ft. 84 _ins. in length, but .unfortuna tel~ the tip has been br oken 
a\-ray . The widest part of the blade is 4e ins . Extending 21 ins. 
is a longitudinal split or crack, which runs the gr-cater part of 
t he l ength of the blade . T\7Clve inches f'rom t he brokeri tip t wo 
holes , one on either side of the cr ack) have been made so that the 
split c ould be dra'711 t ogether a nd close~. Unfortunately the l ash
ing is missing. Although I have stated t hat t here rire t i70 holes , 
·in actual f a ct, t o ccmpletc the t wo perforations , five· hol es -were 
commenced with a stone p ointed ~ill . Each hole is cra:ter shaped 
and ms drilled part of the m.y f'rom each side . In one instance , 
t wo_ hol e.s v;iere started on the. same side , ~me of \mich joins its 
partne r on the opposit e side . The thickness of the blade mere 
t he rcp:tir was carried out is about i inch. To date , I have not 
seen another exampl e of a r epaired-paddle.-Ol adc but obviously it 
i";'Ould be easier to effect r epairs than make a neT1 paddle . 

A r epaired wooden shovel 4 ft . 10 ins • . in- l ength, with a well 
shaped, shall oi.-1 blade 20 ins. in le~gth an~ 6~ ins . in mdth at the 
rroad.cst part canes fran the Kaipara distr ict . On one side part 
of the rim is missing but there is s till ~vidence of a perfor ation 
in the blade close to the part mere blade and rim merge. Prcsurn
a bly, there ms a l so a h ol e or 'even t TJO holes in the missing rim or 
edge . Almost opposit e on the other side t here are t-;,-o holes in 
the rim 1 }- ins . apart and a third in the flatt~ned portion of the 
blade . Perhaps , strictly speaking, this latter is n ot a r epair 
but is rather anticipating the necessity of re~_iring the rim, 
Tih~ch v.as very likely t o split off Tlhen in use . The mangemanp,e 
lashing is still intact, the unsplit stem being used in this case . 

FRCM Gl'HER AREAS 

FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE GISBORm; DISTRICT by Alum Pullar 

There is no branch of the N. Z. Archaeological Ass ccia ti on in 
Gisbarne. In 1956 , the Gisbornc Philosophical Society came into 
l:e ing vr:ith a principal obj ect of doing a small amount of original 
uork in natura l history. Mr Leo FOi7ler, the first pr esident, had 
already c onducted sane r esearch into or al traditions of the local 
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Maori and q.u:(ing hi s tenn of office , car·r:Led out a "dig'' on a 
r emnant of a .. Ma qri occu:r>a:tion sj_~ e· near the mouth of Maraetaha River , 
sixteen mil e s sout h of Gisbornc • . No. worth- while art efact s wer e 
disdover ed , but f or the sake of recor d it is hoped that Mr Fowler 
will repor~ on his observations at this pla ce . ' . 

In the ·course of a detail ed s oil s urvey of the Gisborn:e Pl a ins . , 
w.A. Pullar f ound several gravel patches on the high banks bordering 
Waipaoa River, as well a s an umu in an old s oH buried under five 
f eet .0£ r e cent _all uvium a t TiBt jen ' s bend. The gravel pat ches 
suggest Maori gardens . No middens \;€-re dug up. Later on: , 
numer ous small pits wer e traced on.the hills bor dering the Plains 
and t hese suggested Maori dvielling sit es . Fran these pieces of 
evidence it would s eem that th€ pr e-European peopl e s dwel t on the 
hills and used t he Plains f or their gar _dens·. 

. Fiel d archaeol ogy r eceived a fillip Tiith th~ arrival of . Dr 
H."w. Wellman , vmo s pent about a ;year ·in Gisborne . As he was 
puzzied by the lack .of distinct Maori occupational sites and by the 
absence of a r t efacts on Gisborne Plains , he decided t o r econnoi t re 
th~ ccast from Nuhaka t o Talaga Bay on t he Pr'inciple ·t hat the Maoris 
must. have lived· near · the shor e- line t o be close t o their source c f 
s ea fpod. Herc he f ound abundant evidence of occupation , including 
rubbish dumps , pieces of obs;i.djan and fragments of seal bone . .. 
Places examined include Nuhaka, Mah::!-a , mouth of Mar aetaha River, 
Orongo Bay, Kaiti.Hill , Tuamout o I sland , Tatapouri , Pouawa , 1i7hangar a , 
.Cooks Cove , Lois ell rs Beach and Kaiaua Bay, just north of ~oiaga Bay. 

. . 

Dr.~ellrnan , as ·a geologist, was not satisfied in mer ely picking 
up bits of hard material associated wtth Maori occupation but -was 
mainly inter ested in stratigraphy, par ticularly the rclat~o~ship 
bet ween occupational laye~s and geol ogical beds of known age. He 
wanted a ccnnecting thread through all of the deposits along the 

. ·c oast . He vias just a bout t o give up m en Mr W. H. Way spot t ed a 
thin bed of "black" p'Umice ·at C.ooks Cove. This bed is f ound to 
occur in all shor eline deposit s from Wafuiarama (just south of 
Napier) in the south t o Mercury Bay , Coromandel . peninsula , in the 
north. The r elat i onship of this bed t o occupati onal l ayer s at the 
mouth of the Maraetaha. River .h3.s been ment i oned by W.A. Pullar in a 
."Not e . on Vol~ap.ic Ash Beds and ·Field Archaeology", Mar ch ( 1959) issue 
of t he .Journal of the · PolYi:e s.ian Soci e t y . 

Enthusiasm in Field. Archaeol ogy was further stimula t ed by the. 
arrival of an American a r chaeol ogist, Mr Roger Green , t o inspect t he 
s~ct~9p~ a~ OrongQ Bay ?.nd at the mout h of Maraetaha River. The 
presence of the Ta upo l apilli member immediat ely underneath occu
pational layers enc ouraged him t o under t ake a "professional dig" a t 
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O:· ongo Bay ear:J_y in 1959. Al though no artefacts. ncre. discovered, 
he obtained sufficient evidence frem the sections t o warrant pub-
b .. shing a paper. A description and interpretati.on of a fossil soil , 
as ·,-rcll as a ·n ote concern;i.rig. the ~aupo l apilli anc1 its age , i,rill be 
cmitributed by Vf.A. Pullar in the same paper. 

The pr-escnce of Taupo lapilli (erupted ca 150 A.D.) s o close to 
occupationa l l ayers ·l ed Dr ·r.rellman t o the viey1 that pre-European 
people s arrived her e mµch earlier than had be.en thought . . He put a 
probable· dat e of arrival of the se peopl es at ca 500 A. D. His find
ings wer·e r eported to the Gisbor ne Fhilosophice.l Society ·during 1958 
and i t is expected tmt re vri.11 be making a report on the distrib- . 
ution· of t~ "blac~" pumice shortly. 

As volcanic .ash beds can off er important stratigraphic datums 
t o fie ld archaeol ogists, , trc Holocene Ash Str atigraphy in the 
Rotorua-GisborIJ.e districts is being currently worked on by C. G. 
Vur.etich, pcdologist, Rotorua , and ~.A . Pulla r . There is sufficient 
work done t o sh9'·1 that Tarav;-era, Kahar:ca and Ta upo ash beds are the 
most likely ~o be of va lue t o field archaeologists . 

The r e cording of sit e s along .the lines suggested by the N.Z. 
Archaeological Association is pr oceeding slowly; about fifty sites 
have been plotted on the map and det ails are being 1iritte n up. 
The present Keeper of tre Files is vr.A. Pullar, but a s he is being 
transferred to '.¥hakata ne shortly, the office :i.s being rande d over t o 

.Mr. A.T. Simpson, wh os e address is 163 Cliffor d Street , Gisborne . 
There is a large· amm.mt of nork t o b e done in this fie ld and volum
inous e~dence being offe red by farme rs, school- teachers and others . 
Unfortunately, the private time of the Keeper of the ·Files is s o 
occupied TI-ith Holocene Ash stratigraphy that little is avail able f or 
site r ecor ding; anot her a ctive mari. is r equired t o assist the new 
Keeper of the Files in this valuable work. 

It is pleasing t o see that fie l d archaeol ogy is n ovr assuming its 
r ightful place ·in archaeology and that traditiona lis t s and artefact 
c oll e ctors do not noo have all of the subject to themselves . 

The Gisborne Mu,seum was opened in 1954 nnd a .new Maori ·wiri.g 
added in 1958. The Museum has a good c ollection of greenstone 
art~facts and a f a ir numbe r of adzes, and ma t eria l associat ed uith 
the period of early settlement :i,s v~ll set up. The natural history 
side is n ot yet devel oped. Mr W. H. Way, vmo is also Secretary
Treasurcr of the Gisborne Philosophica l Soci e t y , is Director of the 
Museum. 




