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FORTIFIED AND SETTLEMENT SITES IN THE WAITAKERE WEST COAST AREA
by J.T. Diamomd

In an article in the Newsletter of the N.Z. Archaeological Association,
Vol. 3. No. 4, entitled "South Taranaki", Mr. A.G. Buist states on pegs
21 under the heading "Further Research" that "when the task of rscording
is completed, ths most pressing problem to solve will be the nature ard
purpose of the numarous small defended sites.”

This problem also arises regarding the sites on the wesi coast of
the Waitakere Ranges situated some 25 miles by road to the west of Aucidlard
olty. This ooastlins 16 miles in length stretches from Whatipu on tho
north head of the lanukau Harbour to Hotutara at the south end of luriwai
Boach. For tho first 5 miles there are shifting sand dunes reaching
back %o cliffs up to 300 feet in haight. Frem just south of Karokars Eay
and on to liotutara tho coastline consists of precipitous cliffs -rising
abruptly frem ths sea, and varying in hoight from a couple of hundrsd foet
up to 900 feet. Thorso are numarous bays along this coast, some with
almost shser oliffs rising steeply behind them, while others have long
pnarrow valleys rumninz back into the Waitakere Ranges. It is on tho
bsadlands dividing these bays and on tho usually narrow dividing ridges
between the streams that the pa and settlemsnt sites of the Kawerau
tribe who inhabited this arca are to be found.

Tribal traditions are moagre and documentation is not comprehengive.
The existenco of pa sitos slong this coastline is mentioned, but in only
a fow cases can tbeir ox2ct location be fournd. Except for a pa in ths
swarp at To Honga (Bsthall's Bsach) and caveral island pa, tho othor
sites are all on headlends or stoep ridgss.

To obtain mors dutails of these sitca, I am making a murvey of th-a
and from this detailed information have fourd a dofinite pattern emerginz
in their layout and construction. In practically all cases, ra and
sottleoment eites are £mall although many of the hsadland pa could have
been oxtonded over a much greater area and so savod the construotiom of
sevoral other small pa in tho immodiate vicinity.

In very fow cacos has a ridge beon lovalled, but rather torraces have
been out into it on tho sheltered side. Thore are usually 2 couple of
terraces, one above the other, with a very ocoasional third terrace mostly
at one end of the ridgo or hoadland. The torraces along the side of a
level ridgs will vary between 9 feet and 18 feet in width, but the most
ccxmon width is 12 foet while their length can be as much as 60 feet without
& break in the level., lMostly a terrace will comtinue for about 25 feet
where there will bo a step up or down of about one to two feet and then
the terrace will continus on again for another 25 feet or so.

If the ridge tends to fall away, terraces of an average size of 10 feet
wide by 12 feet long are cut into it on the sheltered side with the floor as
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often as much a8 9 foet below the slope of ths ridge. Farthworks in the
form of ditch and/br bank do not sesm to have been used in the defence

of tho sites so far surveyed. Possibly with the abundance of timber trees
in the immediate vicinity, the Kawerau poople found a row or two of
palisades quite effective. Bocause of ths lack of earthworks usually
associated with pa sites, I at first considared most ridge sites to be
settlement sites, but after studying the informaticn so far to hand, I

bave decided for the time being to adopt the following method in classifying
settlement and pa sites.

Settlcment sites are those found on ths more accessible ridges back
frem the beaches and within reasonable distance of fresh water or fishing
rocks. The most important feature however, is the abundance of midden
material found in their immediate vicinity, together with pits usually
bhigher up or on the highest part of the ridge. Pits as large ac 24 feet
by 12 feet have boen found above settbment sites.

Pa sites are thoeo on more inaccossible hoadlands and high ridges
which in the case of hoadland pites usually havs sheer cliffs sometimes
as high as 300 foet on throe sides, and in ths caso of ridgo sites, a stesp
drop on at loast one side. MHidden materizl on what I classify as pa sites
is practically non-cxistent, only a very fow thin outerops being found
and these only after careful scarching. In practically every pa site
surveyed to date, pits are absent. If thoy are found in sssociation with
a pn oite, it is on the highoot terrace or dug out of the top of the
ridgs above & terrcosz. Those pits are emall in size, the largsst so far
being 8 feet by 4 foet and in no oczse bavs I found wore than iwo om a
ﬂit@n "

Those dotails then give soms ldea of the {yps of sites comstructad
on the west coast of the Valtaksre Rangsp, and the mothod I have used to
dete to classify thom.
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