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Six or seven squares were opened up, and though one
proved to be negative, the others were most interesting and
provided some useful information of the previous inhabitants
of the site. During lunch on the first day a slight diversion
was made when a Hamilton riember gave a demonstration of his,
powers of divination with some slight, but not entirely neg-
ative success in locating rocks buried in the ground.

The exercise was continued next day and, later in the
aftecrnoon, the excavated sites were duly recorded ard then
filled in and re-turfed because the area was 1o be used as a
camp site by the Girl Guides the following weekcnd. The tent
and other structures were demolishcd in quick time, and before
darkness fell, there was litt .. cvidence of the two-~dey activity
on the site.

It is obvious that much more work must be donec on tha site
before a complete picture can be built up of the formcr pa
and it is hoped that this may yct be done. But the bulldozers
cre expected to start corly in Liarch and w2 can ounly hope that
they too will reveal some of 1h2 mysteries of the leng disuced
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In the meantime the exercisc was an uvndoubted succecz owing
largely to the co—operation of the members. All ths eguipment
on the many lists given to membcirs io meke or borrow arrived on
.ny site and we lacked nothing om that score. fhz orgaii 'ation
vorked like cloclzwork and everyibinz turncd out us plarazd.

The assistance of tke Auckland mentors was very r:uch anpreciated
and the much-nzeded irstrustisn givon by thom win Inveloaals,.

As Jack Golson so rightly poinied ouv, the Waikato ig rich
in archzecolongical siles and the ruccess of the firsl field
dey cugers well foxr the fatume.

GTSBOFNE by Alan rulla-.

During tke year, my own pers.ral intercsi lay in deteimining
the relationship beiween ho 'blazi! or X! punice and the
Kahoroa cch eruption JICO-A.D., i.e., wiather ti2 blac': prmics

is older or younger. 2ltacugh th: scorch vas undruitful, we did
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the City of Gisborne. Unfortunately, as yet we have not beea able to
find the two deposi:: together.

In Whakatane, the Kaharoa ash is 3 inches thick, and as the black
pumice zs0 occurs on the coast there, an effort will be made to deter—
mine the relationship along the strip of coast between Opotiki and
Whakatane.

For two years or so, my main official work will be the soil sur-
vey of the Rangatziki Plains when I am sure we shall learn a lot about
tha distribution of the Kaharoa and Taupo ashes in the Bay of Plenty.

Tie paper, 'Excavations at Orongo Bay, Cisborne' by Roger Green
and myself has been written up, and when published should serve as a
model illustrating the use of geology and pediliogy in interpreting
cultural layers and in sksiching the history of human habitation in a
local axrsa. :

EXCAVATIONS AT PAKOTORE, PAENGAROA, BAY OF PLENTY by Jack Golson.

Pakotore is an old Arawa pa occprying a larze flat area on a
broad ridge overlooking the Kaituna river from the east. Steep sided
gallies protect it on all sides excepl for two short stretches , one on
the north, the other on the south side, while the area is connected to
the mein 1idge. . At these t7o points there are ditch and inner bank
dz? ances which ave comnnzcted by being carried round the eastern side of
ihs pr.e Froem ile west a deep gully ainost cleaves the site in two.

“gacnilally, thercfoie, the pa consists of three scctions: the
eastern area, occupying the highest point of the site, and two arms to
the west, the norilern arm short, the souitlsrn arm long and broad. The
wwestern half of thisg ur! _-aarm is cut off by a transverse ditch and

bank.

For iis eize tha pa does not exhibit many internal features of
habitation. The gentle slope of thz high eastern area appears to have
Peon flattened here and there into a numbir of platforms. Therc is a
concentration of rcetangular pits on the northern arm and a few scatter-
e, but well preserved examnles of the same type on the castern half of
the scuther» exm. Thas weeleria half of this arm, beyond the bank ~nd
di-ch, has =3 tengive but condused guricoe irxpegulacitisc. Thc conive





