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GOLD Ill WELLI!«lTOlf 

B. G. MDP'adcen 

INl'RODUCTIONr 

During the latter halt or the nineteenth centUI')", gold was round in 
and about Wellington as in lll8J'l.1' other parts or New Zealand. Its existence 
had been known in the area since the early eighteen forties when it was 
found at !Carori, and again later in 1862 when gold was discovered behind a 
chemist's shop in Lambton ~y. Until 1869 it was only sll!all finds such as 
these which indicated the presence or the metal; but, in this year gold 
first made itselt felt. During the following three years the rise and fall 
or gold mining companies and the presence or prospectors were common feat
ures around Wellington, both having an intense inter est in the supposedly 
gold-bearing quartz outcrops scattered about the surrounding countryside. 

Tba tollowi.ng deals wi.th the history and present-Cay retiains or the 
s earch for gold in tba Pauatahanui-Horoldwi. area, to the north or the inner 
Paremata harbour. This search was said often to be carried out at night 
in tba interesta or secrecy. 

THE GOLD MINING COMPANIES: 

Tvo coapa.nies were prominent in. the area. The ~t Welcome Goldlllin
ing CompaJV', Robert Cocker, manager, registared on 6 August 1869 wi.th a 
capital of £290, and tba Telegraph Goldmining Company, James Gilligan, 
manager, registared on 18 August 1869, wi. th a capital or £600. Al though 
registration of the M::Nnt Welcome Company preceded that of its rival by 
only tvelve days, this company bad in fact prospected a considerable area. 
The Telegraph Company had difficulty in getting a licence tor its claim 
as it vas situated on severally-owned ~ori land, the then Pukerua Native 
Reserve. Both companies eventually worked adjoining claims on the Diggins 
summit, and became involved in litigation over their common boundary. A 
total or tour drives and rive shafts were sunk into the hillside, leading 
both companies into bankruptcy before a year vas out, and no gold to 
speak or. 

FIELD REt-i.AI?6 : 

Diggins (?Wint Welcome) : 

Diggins, previoualy called Z.'.ount Welcome, is an exposed hillside 
some 1442 rt in height, situated i mmediately to the east of the Puken: -, 
peninsula. Typical of most Wellingt on hill tops, it lies amid deeply -: 
seeted hill country, atld, totally unprotected froJ1 the northvest, it r.; 
ceives the full f orce of the strong nor 1westerly gales which ofter. blo~ 
for days on end . It i s also sufficiently unprotected from the so\:.tr. , to 
receive unabated the ful1 force of southerly storl:IS . Howe~ar, it does 
command a magnificent panor amic view of the surrounding country from as far 
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north u Mt f€mont to u tar south a.a the Xaikouraa. One favourable at
tribute !or gold lllining \18.11 the existence ot •gold-bearing" quartz ree!s. 

I took the opportunity ot Tizsiting Diggins on Anzac Day 1963. We let't 
the Paeka.kariki hill road about tvo miles south or the sU!llllli t, and climbed 
to the main range up a long ridge betveen the road aid Diggins . It took ua 
an hour or stead7 climbing in a southerly direction over grassed hills to 
cover vbat may have taken a good halt da:r vhen the area vas bush covered. 
Just pa.at the junction ot the ridge and the main range, ve came upon the 
first goldmine, only a !w hllndred ;yards south ot the Diggins trig. 

Cut into the solid rook and still intact, it lay there quietly SurTe7-
ing a scene that had scarcely changed during the last hundred years. We 
measured the mine, photographed and examined it. It turned out to be the 
only one in the area still reasonably preserved. It consisted or a 60!t 
sbat't, intersected half vq dovn by a drive at least 100ft long; the sbatt 
int ersected the drive about 50ft from the entrance vhich had first caught 
our eyes. Both vere cut into the solid rock. In the drive, tvo people 
c011ld pass each other easily; 1 t vas high, nearly six f eet in places, and 
vi t h aeco:nPaD31.ng vetas and fern-covered entr&IlCe, vas typical or most 
abandoned Wellington gold mines. The shart vas three f eet by five !eet. 
We left the mine and climbed to the trig, noting on the vay the collapsed 
entrances or tvo other mines. 

Te t. e G1\AP H 

"' Mt. Wer.,'o"Mc. 
Goldntinin3 Coys. 

Gold working~ 
at 

D1GG1NS 

JO 

S c ~ I Q. of Cr o • n s . 

Key : 

I' J'tup hill3idc . 
.1fJ"' Qua.,. tz outc.rop. 

• Sir aft. 
- Drive . 

IS' .20 



155 

Later ve noted a short 40ft drive into the side o! a spar just otr the 
road to the llest, about tvo miles south o! the Paekakarild. summit. 'Jb:T a 
drive va.s put there is ha.rd to imagine; there are no quartz ootcrops with
in the immediate vicini t7, and the driTe i taell' passes through a "fer,- vet, 
veathered gre,-vacke. Perhaps one reason for such an unlikely' 11pot is the 
same for vbich a drive at Cape Teravbiti ·we.a dug in the 1880 1a . There, 
the firxi of an isolated gold nugget or piece of gold-bearing quartz, re
sulted in a drbe in the hopes of a bigger tirxi. Wbate"fer the reason, 
the drive remains today, halt tall of vater, vitb a partial.11' collapsed 
entrance but otherwise ree.soI1&bly' intact . 

Paua.tahMui: 

A further mine is situated on the north shore of the inner Parirua 
harbour. Here is a shaft full or vater and rubbish near a prominent 
quartz outcrop, and intersected ey a short rort7 to fifty feet drive. 
Just vho was resoonsible for this mine is not knovn. It could be attrib
uted to the Tele~aph or !>bunt Welcome companiea, or to the West Coast 
Gold Prospecting Company, also active in this are& about the same time. 

The fin.el. gol d find at Pauatabanui \Ills caused bfia drake in 1870, and 
no doubt added incentive to t he local prospectora for a da)' or tvo. F.arl,
that year a Mr Thomas Gilbert vondered vhf bis drake bad died, and upon 
1mun1 ning 1 t s gizzard, fowid there enclosed • .. .. one gold miggetl 

SOURCES: 

Lands and Surrey Dept. Plan W .D.1168 
National Archives •. Letter ll 1/294 69/2114 
Wellington Indeperxient (newspaper). 4 April 1862; 15 JulT 1869; 

28 Oct. 1869; 12 Feb. 1870. 
'Wellington Provincial Guette, 1869 pp .154, 157, 167. 

SHELL DUMP SAMPLI.?G 

w. Ambrose 

Recently an article appeared in this Nevsletter vhioh aet out the pro
cedure a group bad adopted to deal vith the problem of midden analysis. 
(Smart. 1962:160). Work ori a series of sall!plea trom the Kauri Point site 
(N53/5) baa prompted the tolloving abort note vhich, it is hoped, vill 
outline another possible approach to this "fitall.J' important question of 
midden sampling. At the outset it vill be aa veil to point out that the 
midden sampling carried out at Kauri Point, though dealing vith deposits 
di{fering i n nature and extent. vas no more or less systematic than 
Smart•s vork at Waikanae . At Kauri Point, s imple species collections and 
the more important -quantitative samples vere gathered. It is vith the 



question or processing these quantitative samples ~t this note is ll&inlT 
concerned. 

The pri.mar)' objective or the Wa.ikanae SU?'TeJ° vu to 11devise a method 
tar careying out midden sampling ••• vhich could be applied by the Nev 
Zes.l.and archaeologist vbo is still predominantly a non-professional. and 
1spere-time 1 vorker11 • The second objective vas to validate the first by 
giving it some aim through attempting to investigate 11the change in diet
arr preference, or diet&ey change due to other factors". (Smart 1962 :161). 
Had tbis sceond validating a.111 been pursued aa tbe primary one, so that 
sampling techniques vere adapted and subservient to it, a different proced
ure may veil have been adopted at all stages or sampling and analJrsis. 

It is difficult to conceive or one random sampling technique vhiob 
vould be applicable to all shell middens vhen t hese assume so many differ
ent sizes, shapes, posi tioDB, !'unctions and mechanical sortings. It is 
often difficult to be sure vhat number or smaller coalesced dumps the mid
den bas, or vbat period or time these represent, and whether it is wholl7 
intact or not. Ideall7, any ot these problems will only be answered when 
the midden heaps themselves are looked at as composite uni ts. The range 
or information vhich middens might yield about their structure and con
stitution must be partly limited by the method employ-ed to gather this in
formation. For example, an analysis could be very misle!!.ding if only two 
locnl.ised samples vere gathered f'roa a cocposite midden wilt or several 
parts ovar time, if the aim or the analysia vas to describe the structure 
ot the midden i tselr. Looked at another vay, it r.dght also be asked if 
&If1 samples themselves can have much valldit1 as representative bits or 
the vbole , unless they are related in sooe vay to the rest of the struct
ure f'rom which they derive. So tar, the analysis ot middens as formal en
tities, capable of structural analysis in their ovn right, is a problem 
vbicb has not received attention in Nev Zealand archaeological vork . It 
could be claiilled that methods are lacking for this sort ot approach, but 
t here is no doubt that the methods will be formulated vhen the problem la 
confronted. 

The other, more informative aspect or the midden, vhich bas received 
attention in the Waikanae surve1 and elsewhere, revolves about the analysis 
of variations between samples forcorrelations or ecologioal and cultural 
significance. Since this involves const!\llt evaluation and comparison be
t\leen samples, the twc basio requirernent.5 \IOUld appear to be firstly, a 
means for showing this variation within samples, and secondly, a rigorous-
17 assembled control sample or series or samples. This bas been clearly 
poi:it!ld out by Riddick (1962 :5) who shows the absolute necessi t7 for cont
rol samples vhen differences and si:idlari ties between samples are given 
cultural and environoental evaluations. At the level of superficial re
cording this is or course unnecessarr, but at Waimnae i t is surprisi.ng 
that the aim of investigating change due to dietary preference or other 
factors bas not been accompanied by any mention of the collection or desir
ability or control samples. 

The many vays in vhich a shell sample may be described indicates the 
need t or careful selection of both the factors vhich are to be quantified , 
and the means for expressing those q~antities. At 8IlY ti~e , the cboioe or 
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later we noted a short 40ft drive into the side ot a spur just otr t he 
road to the west, about tvo miles south ot the Paekalc.arild. summit. Wb7 a 
drive was i;ut there is hard to imagine; there ue JlO quartz ontcrops with
in the immediate vicinity, and the driTe itself passes through a nry vet, 
weathered gre1"!.Cke• Perhaps one reason tor such an unllkel.y" spot is the 
same for which a drive at Cape Terawhit.1 was dug in the 18801a. There , 
the find or an isolated gold migget or piece ot gold-bee.ring quart:a, re
sulted in a drin in the hopes or a bigger find. Whatever the reason, 
the drive r emains today, ha.l.t tull or water, with a partially collapsed 
entrance but otherwise reaaonabl.7 intact. 

Paua.tah&Jiui: 

A f'urther mine is situated on the north shore of the inner Poriraa 
harbour. Here i s a shaft fUl.l or water and rubbish near a prominent 
quartz outcrop, and intersected by a short forty to fiftr feet drive. 
Just vho ws resoonsible for this mine is not known. It could be attrib
uted to the Tele~aph or ?-bunt Welcome companies, or to the Wes t Coast 
Gold Prospect.ing Coinpanr 1 al.so active in this are& about the same t ime. 

The final gol d find at Pa.uatahamd was caused byia dra..ke in 1870, and 
no doubt added incent.ive to t he local prospectors for a day or tvo. Farly 
that 1ear a ~rr Thomas Gilbert vondered vhf bis drake bad died, and upon 
examining i ts gizzard, found t here enclosed ••••• one gold noggetl 

SOURCES: 

Lands and Surv97 Dept. Plan W .D .1168 
National Archives •. Letter li 1/294 69/2114 
Wellington Independent (newspaper). 4 April 1862; 15 Jul7 1869; 

28 Oct. 1869; 12 Feb. 1870. 
Welling+..on Proviocial Cuette, 1869 pp.154, 157, 167. 

SHELL DUMP S.lMPUJG 

w. Ambrose 

Recentl.7 an article appeared in this Nevslett§r vbioh set out the pro
cedure a group bad adopted to deal with the problem ot midden analysis . 
(S11111rt 1962:160). Work on a series ot samples from the Kauri Point s ite 
(N53/5) has prompted the following short note which, it is hoped, vill 
outline another possible approach to this vitally important quest ion of 
midden sampling. At the outset it will be aa veil to point out that the 
midden sampling carried out at K'auri Point, though dealing vitb deposits 
di~fering i n nature and extent, va.s no more or less systematic than 
Smart 1 s vork a t Wai:kanae. At K'auri Point , s imple species collections and 
the more important -qua.ntita.t.ive samples were gathered. It is with ! be 




