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REPORTS of ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK 

From the lower half of the North Islaad 

HAWKES BAY by W.H . Hartree, Napier. 

Havkes Hay with its abundance of eas ily reached occupations sites, both 
fortified a ud unfortified, ond its well-recor ded history provide 11. l arg'l and 
at.tractive fie l d for archaeology . Despite these advantages t he r e i s oo acti~e 
group of amateur a rchneolog i s ts to fo l l ow up the tavournble s itua tion. t Le r e 
is, however, an a ctive historica l group at. Napier and interested indivi~ua ls 

in othe r Hawkes Day centres. Now tha t procee dures , techni ques and r erordin.; 
have been improved nod standardi sed , the a ncient. sites of the HaW"kes Uay may 
be induced t o unwind some of t he tangled s kei n of Maori history. 

Traditional references to an earli e r peop l e in the Hawkes Hay are ~any 
but whethe r they a re aki n to Duff's moa-bunters , with s i mi l a r too l s and 

• ornamant s , bas yet to be proved. Unfortunately, the mouths of the H11. ~kes 
Bay's navi gab le r ive r s Tukituki, Nga ruror o and Tutaekur i, have periodica lly 
shifted in the pa s t and vere frequently flo oded thereby tles troying or buryi r.~ 

any possible Archa ic river-mouth sites . :-lo doub t moas were hunted and e11 ten 
• by the early Hawkes Bay inhabitants as they were in o the r parts of Ne w Zea land. 

No moa-hunt.ing sites "bave so far been recognised though the Cape Ki dnappers to 
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to Ocean Beach area could yery well prinide auch a aite. 

There ia conaiderable evidence to prine the existence of several apecies 
of Ano111alopterzx, Pachyornis a nd Dinornia moaa liYing in the Hawkes Bay after 
t be Taupo pumice shower of A.D.150 and aa no major climatic or volcanic upsets 
followed, theae moaa muat have been present when the first Polynesians 
arrived iD the area. 

The greater part of the Maori occupation aitea are coastal; the moat 
outstanding areas being the Uahia Peninsula, lairoa, .lhuriri, Waimarama, Ocean. 
Beach, with further small settlement• in every little sandy bay and river­
mouth a l ong the coastline. Inland, moat of t he s ites are by lakes and rivers 
where ducks, eels and pipis were plentiful. 'i'here were also many small 
fortified aites, often in forested country, such as those at Te Pohae, Te 
Haroto, Tarawera, etc. 

le are fortunate in that Hawkes Bay baa had a considerable amount of its 
history,- both traditional and documental, recorded by such explorers, 
missionaries and authors as Capt. Cook, 1.Colenso, Bishop Selwyn, Samuel 
Williama, Guthrie-Smith ; T.Lambert, W.T.Prentice, Elsdon Beet (wbose 'Tuhoe' 
touches on the fringe of Hawkes Bay) and many others. The "History of Hawkes 
Bay" by J.G.lilson and others contains an excellent bibliography relating to 
this regi on. Despite all the above, considerable Maori history has been ·lost 
and many occupatioDll.l si tes have not been recorded or have no knoYU his t ory. 

There are several problems of Hawkes Bay prehistory(eimilar to those in 
other parts of New Zealand) which active field archaeol ogy 1I14Y be expect ed 
to solve, such a~ the relationship of dur able cultural stone,bone and wood of 
tho earliest occupants to that of the hlaoris that Cook and other discoverers 
found here f and t he past population patterns in the district. A study of the 
midden m~terial could give evidence of the birds and animals living in the 
Hawkes Bay at an early dnte. In the ~orthern areas of the Hawkes Bay the 
Taupo pumice shower of A.D.150 is a widespread and easily recognised marker 
bands so far no occupational layer has been found under it. The ' black 
pumice' of Wellman may be still more valuable as a marker. nesearch could 
also show what effects the Polynesian settlers had upon the forests of this 
r egion and upon the now extinc.t birds which inJ1abited them. 

As a primary line of research, an inspection of Museum and private 
collections of Maori artefa~ts may give evidence of a di s tinct ear ly cultural 
pat.t.ero and mAy eYen point. t o arel\a where field archaeology mi ght be safely 
expected to produce interesting results. 
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DILAND PATE.l by R.A.L.Batley, Taihape . 
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The tenn "Inland Patea" r efer s to the region surrounding the upper reache s 
of the Rangitikei River and its main tributaries , the Hautapu and ~loawhnngo 
fiivers. In an archaeo l ogical sense it embraces the entire upper catchl!lent. of 
the Rangitikei River and the surrounding high country, The r egion li es within • 
Grid Square no. N,33 of the Nation$! Grid System and includes the highest 
peaks of the North Island. 

The greatest proportion of t he area lies between the 2000ft. and 5000ft • 
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