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This, then, was the position of the tribes at the time of the
first authenticated visit by Buropeans to Tauranga. That occurred late
in June 1826, when the Church Missionary Socisty's schooner Hersld
came down from the Bay of Islands in search of foodstuffs.

Beferences:
1. J.A.Wilson, The Story of Te Weharoa; 1906

2. Transactions New Zealand Institute, XXXV:240.
3, L.W,Melvin, Journsl No, 4 Tauranga Hist.Socliety.

(3) Ihe Excavations
b":c Golsen

The site is small but impressive, It stands on an old sard dune

covered by volcanic ash : thers are wave cut oliffs above the Tauranga
Harbour east and scuth, a steep slope down to a small swampy oreck to
the north and westwards a gentle swale between the pa and the next dune.

Bound the western and northern slopes sweep two well preserved ditches
excavated to about the same level, The ocuter ditch is fronted by a
small bank and backed by a large one : its ocuter scarp where best
preserved measures on the surface 4 ft., its inner one 7 ft. The
inner ditch is much more impressive with an outer scarp of 7 ft. and
an inner one of 11 £, There are traces of a bank above the inmer
scarp along the western edge of the pa. The interior area is a triangle
with apex to the east, 40 yards across the base and with a length of
100 yards. This area is flattened but apart from one platform at a
lower level midway along the scuthern side there are no distinguishable
earthworis. On the northern side of the paz, from the outer ditch domm
tothacnak,lngoahouﬁdﬂmasnuthonstunlomtmorthohﬂl.

To the west the next dune is hi gher but mllerina:tant. The
northern and eastern slopes of this hill have been terraced. No
features are visible on the terraces or on the hilltop, but midden
material cutorcps on the slope falling northward to the oreek,

Enquiries have failed to discover the Macri name for the site and
even to confirm Ngaiterangl possession of it except in the most general
way. These considerstions bhave assumed some importance in the light of
the excavated evidence.
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Surprisingly the story of Maori utilisation of the site has been
most olsarly told by investigations outside the pa, on the terrsced hill
and in the intervening saddle. Originally these had been intended as
secondary to excavations within the pa itself, where we hoped with the
time and labour aveilable to clear the entire site. So complex was
the history of habitetion here, however, that an area of only 600 sq.
ft. was fully excavated. Three times this area was cleared ocutsids
the pa in the form of a long trench running eastwards from the top of
the terraced hill, across the terraces and the saddle, and through
the outer bank and ditch into the large bank between the two ditches.

The Long Trench

Evidenoe for threes pericds of censtructional activity was
recovered in this trench.

Period 1

ve of the first period are two very small excavations
made into the subsoil in the swale between the two dunes before any of
the J ft. of overburden now present in this part of the site had accum-
ulated (B8queres 125 to I29). Traces of a third structure are to be
seen out through by the side of a sunken building of period 2 in the
site's history, but its investigation has not yet been undertaksn,

No artafacts have been recovered definitely belonging to period 1,

Feriod 2

In terms of omstruotion period 2 is chamacterised by the digging
of postholes, the making of ovens end the sinking of pits on the surface
of the mixed gritty snd sandy formation by which the excavations of
pericd 1 were sealed.

Three pits (Squares 122 and I23), one cutting soross the infilled
remains of an earlier two, are surmounted by the bank between the two
defensive ditches of the pa; ome of the two earlier pits is partly
cut away by the cuter ditch; two other pits, one dug through ths
Mﬂ.‘lisu of the other, are sealed below the outer bank. (Squares 12}
ﬂﬂ.m .

It is oonsidered that to the same period belong the building of
the visible terraces on the terraced hill and the oonstruetion cn
them of pits subsequently infilled and thereby obliterated from view.
The evidenoce is provided the lowasst terrace and a large pit neade
o it (Squares 129 and 130). This pit is dng through the skirts of
the gritty and sandy formetion where it lenses out agdnst tha lower
slope of the hill, The yellow layer which sits on top of the gritty
and sandy formation at this point and constitutes the top element in
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the wall of the pit is best imterpreted as redeposited subsoil derivea
from the digzing of the pdt, It forms part of the materdal from which
the lowest torrace 1s built up ard cut from the slops of the hillside.

This argurment for linkding together the lowsst hillside terrace
and its pit and the structures some 20 yards awsy bensath the defensive
banks becsuse they ere built on the same surface, is not unassailsblas,
The case would have been proved could we have shovn that the mixed
gritty and sandy formation had been deliberstely laid down to make a
living and building surface, in the same way that the lomest terrase
had been dslibarstely constructeds But Mr, Schofield's and Mr,
Pullar!s careful sivdiy, independently end Jointly, of the formstion
in question, dracnstrated, as their oomtributions later in this
Newaletter malke clear, that such an interpretation 1s not possibls,

The arguments for assigning the lowest terrsce to period 2 am,
therefore, circumstantiale

1. there is cn top of ths mixed gritty and sendy formstion no
visible trace of an o0ld soil or a weathered horizon cut
through by the pits beneath the defences or sealed in by
the building of the lowest terrsoce;

2, the struotures in the two areas are comparable in type;
3» the subsequert history of the two areas is similar,

Weo assign to period 2, however, not only the lowest terraczd
hill, but the two higher terraces as well (Squares L31-32 emd 133).

There is no dirent evidence that &1l these terraces wore built
and used at the seme time, e.g. in the form of continuous layers
related to construction or hzbitatdon. But this ocnolusion has been
dram cn the basis of the following evidence: -

1. though thero is an ebsence in the axcavated area of evidence
for contemporaneity, there is an egnal ebsence of evidence
against : no terrace 1s demonstrably later than any othsr;

2, the disposition of the terraces on the ground suggests
planning as a umit;

3. the stmmi'oa investigated on the different terraces bear
formal and functional resemblances to each other;

4. the lgyers of fill that sealed in these struotures after
thelr abandorment and partial infilling pass unbroken over
the three taerraces, suggesting that the terraces went cut of
uss together.
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To period 2 we attribute the earliest structures on top of the
torreced hill (Squares L35 to L37), for reasons similar to 1-3 above.

The construotions of period 2 are intensely interestinz. Twelve
have been completely exoavated, 4 on top of the hill, 2 on the top
terrece, 3 on the middle texrrace, 1 on the bottom terrace and 2 at
ths base of the hills Two very encouraging features are : firstly,
the plans are olear because 10 of them had undergene no structural
elterations during use nor subsequent disturbance; secondly, the
12 examples comprise a variety of types some of tlem subserving
different functions, Soms evidence has been forthcoming, and more
could be cbtained by extension of excavation along the individual
terraces, for the differemt structures which together made up the
donastioc unit at the site. Information of this type is needed for
any assessment of the character of the settlement and the size of
its population.

The exocavated struotures may be desoribed under the following
heads:

(1) Rectan truoctures

Five of the structures were provided with one or more scooped
hearths and three of them (A-C) are certainly dwelling houses.

Two of these, one on top of the hill (&) (12 ft. x 6 £t.), the
other an the lowest terrace (B) (16 ft. x 7 £t), are basically
identical structures, though the latteris sunk twice as deeply into
the ground (4 ft. as against a maximm of 2 ft.). The identity
rosts in their size and their postholes, two rows of four. House
B is provided with a buttress in the centre of each short side,
presumably to act as a step because of its depth.

House C, on the middle terrace, 12 ft. x 5 ft. has 3 hearths,
presumsbly used at different times. Its main difference from
houses A and B lies, however, in its postholes. There is a
central row of holes and some rather irregularly disposed holes
against the wphill wall of the pit.

Structure D, 10ft. x 5% ft., situated on the top terrace and
eligned aorcss it, is unique in its possession of three slots
running from wall to wall across the floor parallel to the short
sides of the pits These are regularly placed, but the central
one is much parrower and shallower than the others. In addition
this slot was seen to out aocross the filling of one of the postholes
in the ocentre of the pit. This suggests that ths slots msy have
belonged to a second phase in the utilisation of the pit, The number
and alignment of the postholes in the only row of postholss in the
rit glves support to the suggestion of a pericd of structural
alteration or repair. There is a small hearth, but whether the
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structure theraby qualifiss as a bousspit is uncertain, Similarly
the function tha slots remains obscure,

Structurs 3 lies at tho base of the hill, It is small, 7 ft. x
4 £t., and has three postholes arranged in a triangle on its floor,
A couplst of postholss cutside each end of the pit may be structurally
cannecteds There is = hearth against one wall and much cherccal
was embedded in the floor, Its smallness suggests that it cannot
be a dwelling pita.

(2) Rectengular Structurss without Hearths P-I

Four of these wsre sxoavated, three of them in olose association
with dwelling pit A, the fourth on the middle terrace near dwelling

pit C.

Pit G is cut across the remains of pit F, which it therafor»
postdatess The two are essentially similar structures, however, -
bin type pits roughly 5ft. x 3 ft« They seem to be commected =i
house A - there is evean the suggestiom of an sccess betwoen = an’
may be interpreted as food storss for the family group in the d:1ling
houss,

Pit H, 7 ft. x 6 ft., i3 a squarish struoture, aligned with lLiouse
A, It is certainly not a dwelling house, having no hearth or ti-.:plad
floor. It has a central row of three posts and must form & uni’ wil"
the dwelling house.

This conolusion i3 supportsd by the juxtaposition on the nildls
terrace of house C and pit I, for the latter is idemtical with pit H,
thaigh it is somevhat deepar. It measures 6 ft. x 5 ft.

(3) Non-Rootanmular Struotures J-L

Three of these were excavated. Structure J is a small belling
pit, mouth narrower thsn base, sids by side with structure E at the
bottom of the hill. In the bottom of ths pit thers are two
rectangnlar slot liks depressicns. Structurs J may be a small
storage pit. Structure K is a shallow basin-liko depression, 4 ft. =
2 ft., on the slope abova pit D an tho top terrace. Cutsids it
thero are two voary deep postholas, one at each end.

The funstiam of this atruoture is obacure.

Structure L is a basinshaped deprossion dug into the scarp eof the
middle torrace apd cuttirg thse uphill wall of strwoture I. It has a
posthole in i%s floors It is possibls that struoture L served as an
entrance to the deep pit I,
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(4) Pattsrning

(a) the essocisticn of two structures with hearths end imterpreted
as housepits (4 and C) with ideniical structures without
hearths (H and I);

(b) the associstion of housepit A with two identical struotures
of different date (F and G) interpreted as lardsrs.

In addition to thess fully excavated structures a number of others
balonging to the same phase were partially cleared:

(a) on top of the hill part of a rectangular pit with postholes
out across by a similar pit perhaps of the seme phase, the
remains being disturbed by two later diggings;

(b) below the bottom terrace what appears to be a rectangular
pit dug totally into built-up material, missed completely
during exocavation but visible in seotion in the wall of
the long trench;

(e) beneath the cuter bank of the pa two deep rectangular pits
with postholes, ong dug through the infilled remains of
ths other;

(@) beneath the large bank between the two ditches of the pa
three reotangular pits one certainly later than tha other
two, and thase possibly conmtemporary. These earlier pits
are dug through the same sandy legyer vhich forms the living
end building surfece furthsr west in ths long trench.

The more easterly of the two, provided with a drain along
its west wall, is not only disturbed by the building of the
later pit, but is partly destroyed by the digging of the
outer ditch. At least two floor lsvels and two patterns
of postholes are in evidence in this pit, Ths third pit
on this site discloses & unique structural feature, olosely
placed postholes lining the earth walls of the pit,.

Little cultural material was disocovered in conneotion with the
structure of phase 2 and this largely in the fom of flekes of
obsidian, hangi stones, and the lilke in the filling of the pits.
Whether these cbjects belong to phase 2 or later depends obviously
on when and how the pits came to be infilled.

Period 3

The visible ditch and bank defences belong to this phasze in the
histoxy of the site. Of these the middle end ocuter banks end the
outer ditch have been investigated. The former seal in, the latter
cuts through structures of period 2.
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The cuter ditoh is flat bottomed, 2ft. wide at the base, 12 ft.
et the lsvel of the outer bank., The outer scarp is 6 f£t. high, the
inner 9 ft. Thes ditch is dug 1% ft. into natural, There is scme
evidence that the inner bank was originally 3 ft. high and was
subsequa~tly heightened to its present 7% ft. This evidence consists
of an arparent stakehols sunk from the 3 ft. lsvel. No postholes
were found oo top of the enlarged bank over the 10 ft., streteh which
was searched for them. Similarly no postholes were found over a similar
distance an the cuter bank.

Beyond the outer bank and marginally overlying it the final
occupation is characterised by an 8 in, thick shall midden tailing cut
wastward toward the base of the terrased hill, This is interpreted
as representing habitation following immediately on the comstruction
of the defences, Circumstantially the final occupation of the hillside
terraces and the hill top, taking place on top of the filled up pits af
period 2, is considered to be contemporary. This ocoupation is
characterised by hangi and the digging of small irregular pits, some
of which were found to contain human remains.

If these correlations can be sustained, period J becomes
reasonably well provided with artefacts - a typical ungripped adze
of Duff Type 2B from a late posthole at the top of the hill, sinkers
from the lowest terrace and five unbarbed onepiece fishhooks (2 of
bone, 3 of shell) right cn top of the tail of the outer bank.

The evidence suggests that period 3 in the fomm of thes construction
of the defences and the habitatian which followed on began when the
structures of period 2 had largely infilled. This observation has
important implications, as will be seen later,

The North Flank of the Pa

The evidence of the history of ths site cbtained in the long
trench was supported and extended by investigations on the northerm
flank of the pa sbove the oreek,

Here there were signs of extensive shell middens outside and
below the outer ditch, an unimpressive earthwork on the surface at
this point, These offered the opportunity of investigating aspeots
of the prohistoric economy at the sitess. A 5 ft. wide trench was
therefore put down through these middens, extending across the outer
ditch and into the middle bank,

The middens though disappointingly poor in anything but shell
proved to be of impressive depth (6 ft.) = they consist of two
elemsnts : an earlier one composed almost exolusively of cockle

Chions stuchb » &nd a later one composed egqually exolusively

o pipi .
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Most surprising of all, however, they date before the sconstruotion
o the pa, for the outer ditch is in part excavated thraugh thea. Thsy
belong therefore to periods 1 and/or 2 and it is logical to think of them
as linked with the intensive habitation represented by the pit complexas
of period 2.

There is a further ciroumstance conneoted with the excavations
heres It appears, though the supposition badly needs testing by
further work, that at this point the middle bank overlies and the
outer ditch outs through an earlier levelled terrace running laterally
along the hillside. Since the shell midden just overlaps this level
terrace, the latter is seen to be quite definitely a feature of the
early oocupation of the site. May it not be that the hill which in
period 3 was a ring ditched pa had previcusly been terraced for settle-
ment like its neighbour to the west?

The Interior of the Pa

At this poinmt in the discussion we can profitably turn to a
desoription of investigations inside the pa where the major effort
bad initially been intended.

It must be stated at the outset that discoveries here camnot
at present be fitted into the framework of periods sastisfactorily
esteblished in the other areas of excavation. However, a satisfactory
sequence of struotures was achieved at cne point, even though, within
the time available, this could not be followed through to its beginnings.

Period A

The sequence as established starts with a large rectangular (no.2) pit,
with a hearth and presumably therefore a dwelling. This pit, orientated
east and west, is dug through the filled in remains of an earlier pit(no.1)
and presumably the complexity of postholes in ths bottom of pit 2 is dus
in part to the presence of abandoned postholes from the earlier structure.
The multiplicity of holes sugzects, however, that the superstructure of
pit 2 underwent repair and renovation during which the "floor" of tramped
clay built up to a depth of 1% ins.

Pit 2 has some features worthy of note. Posts were recessed into the
earth walls of the pit and access to the pit gained by a regular step and
doorway on the southern side. At its eastern end there are two small bin-like
pits, one cut across the filled in remnants of the other, which appear to
be associated with the living pit, perhaps as larders. This arrangement
is comparable with dwelling pit A on top of the terraced hill and may
indicate that pit 2 belongs to period 2 in the history of the site.

After the abandonment of pit 2 and its infilling, a third pit, pit 3,
was dug across the north eastern quarter of the earlier structure. Though
pit 3 had itself been disturbed by subsequent activities, with the result
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that no consistent posthole pattern or trace of hearth was recovered, the
tramped "clay"™ floor covering the bottom of the structure suggests its use
as a dwelling house. With this house may be connected a similarly aligned
rectangular pit without hearth situated immediately to the east.

Pit 3} was succeeded by pit 44, a bin shaped structure, dug entirely
through the £ill of previous pits and resting on the same floor level as
pit 2. Pit 4A is thought to be associated with pit 4B, a deep and rather
narrow rectangular pit, which runs outside the area of the excavatioms
southwards., Pit 4B was cut through the fill and floor of pit 2 and in
addition to its own postholes carried the remmants of pit 2 postholes in
its floor.

The infilling of pit 4B marks the end of a distinct stage in the
structural history of this part of the site and this has been nominated
period A. A rather uneven surface, variegatedly yellow im colour, composed
of the fill of all previous pits and here and there the remnants of the
subsoil into which they were dug, constitutes the level intoc which the
features of the next structural period, period B, were dug. This yellow
surface was discovered over a wider area than that of the structural
sequence pits 1 = 44/B which has been described above.

a. some parts of this area could not be investig:ted bemeath the yellow
horizon because time was limited in view of the complexities of
excavationsg

b. in other parts where investigations were made beneath it a varisty
of structures were found, all belonging to period A but whose
detailed relationships to each other and to the sequence of
pits 1-4B could not be fully elucidated, and which in certain
instances came out into unexcavated ground.

The following types are represented amongst these structures:
a. & rectangular pit with buttress, not fully excavated.

Though no hearth was found in the excavated portiom, a tramped "floor"
suggests it may have been a dwelling house;

b. two rectangular pits with corner hearths.

The earlier is a mere remnant with a single dimensiom of 34ft. recoverable;
the later pit which destroyed it runs off east and south into unexcavated
territory. The combination of small size and hearth is reminiscent of pit E
at the base of the terraced hillj

c. one small rectangular pit not fully excavated, 5ft. wide with an
irregular slot-like feature in the floor, vagusly comparable to the slotted
pit D of the terraced hillg
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d. two essentially similar oval pits, the ome cutting across the other,
and both belling underground to a larger base than surface area. These pits
are identical with ome apparently belonging to a late phase of period 2
on top of the terraced hillj

e. two small oval depressions, perhaps vaguely comparable with pit K
of the terraced hill.

Period B

The following features are characteristic of the later period in this
area of the investigationms.

(1) a mass of postholes of all sizes scattered with no discernible
pattern over the yellow surface of filled-in pitsj

(2) a round bell-shaped pit nearly 3ft. deep, with a rectangular slot
in its base and approached by a narrow sloping entrance from the north.
The slotted base is reminiscent of period 2 pit J at the foot of the terraced
hill. This pit cuts through the floors of the period A pits 2 and 3
described above, and is pit 5 in the structural sequence at this spot. It
is the only one of the excavated pits that betrays itself at the surface;
the round hollow' that it forms at the surface and other identical hollows
;:m:.t{excavated ground in the vicinity were originally thought to be tree

es}

(3) =2 small hollow containing human bonesj

(4) 4in the western part of the excavated area miiden material
consisting of fragmentary shell and cooking stones. One of the cocking
stones proved to be a broken hogbacked adze (Duff Type 44).

The features listed above are not strietl: contemporary manifestations:
the very complexity of the posthole scatter (1 above) suzgests rebuilding
on the same spot, while in stratigraphic terms the shell midden overlies
the postholes. It is possible that this last is in part a fortuitous
feature, due to the dispersal of previously concentrated middens by
early European farming. -

There are a number of gbvious parallels between periods A and B at
this part of the site and periods 2 and 3 established elsehwere. In both
areas the earlier period is that of greatest structural activity. This
activity is of a comparable nature and similarities extend to details of
the structures involved.

Likewise the later periods in the two areas are comparable manifestations,

with less and different structural evidence, associated middens and small
pits with human bone.

This suggests we might provisionally equate period A with period 2 (and
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17), period B with period 3. This would assign the bulk of the cccupatiom
within the area of the pa to a period before the building of the visible
defences and associate with the defensive phase only the late cocking and
posthole digging activity. On this interpretation the pa would not appear
to be a site of full or permanent settlement,

This is a large conclusion to draw, however, from the available evidence.
Excavations within the pa have been very limited in extent and no certainty
can at present be entertained as to what constitutes the pre— and post-
defensive phases there. A major aim of future excavation must be to

investigate the nature of the habitation that went omn at the site after the
ditch and bank were built.

(4) Technical Contributions

The two contributions which follow stem from questions asked of and
observations made by Mr. Schofield, as geologist, and Mr. Pullar as
pedologist, at .the Kauri Point site. In these contributions they have
been joined by Mr. Melvin who, as a local historian, has contributed
relevant information about the probable history of the site after the Vesey
Stewart's Ulster settlement of the Katikati area (including Kauri Point) in
the '70's of last century. We owe a deep debt of gratitude to all three
for the time they gave to the work at Kauri Point itself and the trouble
they have gone to since to elucidate its problems here.

To illusirate the nature and importance of geological and pedological
considerations in the interpretation of the formations which g0 to make
up an archaeological site, we have selected for particularly detailed
discussion the sequence in square 126, in the dip between the two hills.
A diagrammatic section of the south wall of this square is given below,

DIAGRAMMATIC CROSS SECTION OF SQUARE L26

GOLSON SCHOFIELD
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