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1T), period ll with period 3. !his would aaaip ~ bulJc ot the occ:upatiOA 
within the area ot the a to a period betore the building ot the Tiaibl• 
defences and associate with tha defensive phase onl7 the late cooking and 
posthole digoing activity. On this interpretation the l!. •ould not appear 
to be a site ot tull or permanent aettlement. 

This is a la rge conclusion to d.ra•, however, tram the available .videnoe. 
Excavs tions within the .E! have been ver.r limi tad in extent and no certa1Dt;r 
can at present be entertained as to what eonstitu"tea the pre- and poat
defenaive phases there . A. major aim ot tu.tun excavati.oa. llWlt be to 
investigate the nature Of the habitation that •ent OD at the site a!ter the 
ditch and bank were built. 

(4) Technical Coatrlbutiana 

'1'he two contributions •hich follow stem trGlll questions asked of and 
observation.s made b7 Ur. Schofield, aa geologist, and Kr. Pullar u 
pedologiat, at .the ·Kauri Point ai te. lJ! these contributions the;r have 
been joined b;r llr. Melvin who, as a local historian, baa contributed 
relevant intormstion about the probable · histor.r ot the site a! ter the Vese;r 
Stewart's Ulster setUement ot the Katika.ti area (including Iauri l'oint) in 
the '10'• ot last centur.r• We owe a deep debt ot gratitude to all three 
tor t he time the7 gan to the work at l'auri Point i taelt and the trouble 
the;r have gone ~ since to elucida'te it. problems hara • 

'?o illustrate the nature and im-port&nce ot pological and pedological 
considerations in ·the interpretation ot the to:rmationa which go to make 
up an archaeological aita, •• have selected tor parUaul.arlJ' detailed 
discussion tha sequence in square I.26, in the dip between the two hill•• 
!- diagrammatic section ct the south -11 of thia squan u ginn below. 
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In term• ot tba arobaeoloa ot the eites 

(a) la,er 1 1a the "natui·a1•, the base ot man'• occupation ot the aiteJ 

(b) la:rer 2 ia the ~mposite sandy and gritt7 formation, which seals 
in the structures ot period 1. and on which the structure ot period 2 are 
builtt 

(c) la,..r 4 represents the activit7 ot period 3; since in its 
eastward extension it overlies the outer bank ot the .l!!I 

(d) the status ot la7er 3 ia uncertain, because ot its discontinuity& 
it could belong, with la7er 2 1 to the interval between periods 1 and 2, or 
alternativel7 to tbat between periods 2 and 3. 

As archaeologists we wanted to knowa 

(a) 

(b) 
as la7er 

the nature ot layer 2 and its formation. 

the relationship of the v~rioua elements '•scribed b7 llr.Sohotield 
2 to each other and to the underlying strata. 

The views expressed b7 our contributors below are not alw~ys in 
agreement, but in agreement or not,nothing they say conflicts with the 
major conclusionsabout the history of the sits reached on archaeological 
ground&. What their contributions have done is to illuminate some ot the 
processes ot strata bui lding at work between and after t he major periods ot 
structural activity with whose invsst1gat\on the archaeologist has in the 
main been concerned. 

A. Geological ?Iotas, Kauri Point Excavations, Katikati 

b7 J.C. Schofield 

I have been asked by Kr. Golson to give (a) a brief deaoription ot 
the geological eetti.ng at the Kauri Point~ site and (b) to describe 
and interpret eeleoted parts ot the excavations. 

Geological Setting 

'1'b. excavations are situated on two ot three Slll&.11 hills which in tom 
a ppear to be old cemented dunes, further evidence being cemented, 
pumioeoua dune sands exposed along the nearby oli.tfs. These dunes are 
mantled b7 ash showers older than the 'l'aupo Showers. There may be two 
aeries ot ash showers present. The 7oungest oon.sist ot ore81111'""'°oloured1 
weathered pumice silts, sandy at base. These are thoU&ht to be tba 
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