
 

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document is made available by The New Zealand 
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons 

Attribution‐NonCommercial‐ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by‐nc‐sa/4.0/. 



183 

ion o! diet to mark an 1oeeasion 1 • It is poaeible to increaae the propor
tion of the eonstanta, and ao reduce the significance ot the nriables, 
onl)- ey a larger excavation. The dangers of drawing too firm conclusions 
from too small a 1SS1Dple area may be greater than is generally appreciated . 

HO\iever, t he present sample ezcavation does give an interesting 
glimpse into the diet of the moa-lmnting Mllori, and into the range of 
birds be bad to entertain him. 

Postscri pt : All the shells i'rom each l.&yer vere an&lysed by Mias Janet 
Davidson ot Auckland University. On the small number present in each 
l.&yer, her findings suggest 1 a general pictme of exploitation ot a med
ium range or roclcysbore shell fish with occasional beach shells.' The 
small amount of shell found suggests that this Bite vas prillarily a iaoa 
eoo.ld.ng site an.d, aa at Ohave, shell fish were not i%"9&U7 exploited 
at the 11&118 ti.lie. 

KAUPOKONUI MIDDEN, SOUTH TARA.NAKI 
!l128/ 3 

The Artifacts 

D.W. Robinson 

In evaluating the assemblages or artitactual. me.terial recovered from 
the various occupation layers, it is well to keep in mind the relative 
smallness of the area so far excavated, and the obvious limitatioDS this 
places even on a pr-o-tem h;ypothesie aa to f'UDcti on. 

It is however s~ goiticant, that all the artifacts -were in secure 
positions , embedded in occupati on noors etc., unlike some of the bones, 
vhich by their size alone, were likel)- to be encountered and disturbed ey 
later occupations. 

A full7 ite:i:izeddescription ot all the artifacts wil.l. appear in the 
exca'1ation Report, and this preli:tln.a.ry report i3 restricted to a schedule 
vhlch pro-;-_ "ies read:; conrparison of occupation assemblages to date, and to 
brief' references to tbe more significant items from each assemblage. 
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Ia7er la19r la7er I.&)' er la)'er I.a,..er layer 
ARTIFACTS 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Obeidian Tools 3 8 3 

Obsidian Cores 1 5 
D s s s 

Hammer Stonee R T 
1 T 1 T 

y E E E 
R R R 

Stone Fla.lee Kn1 vea D I 3 I 2 I 
u L L L 
N E E E 

Chert F1a.b Xni Tee E 1 
s s s 

s A A A 
Stone Cores A N 1 N N 

N D D D 

Pumice Files D 
4 6 

Bone Need.lea 2 
M w 
0 w w A 

Bone Awls D I 2 I 3 T 
E N I E 
R D B 

4 
R Bone Cbiaels 

N 1 

D D D 
Worked Bone E E 1 E 1 E 

u p p p 
R 0 0 0 Bone Ri.nga 0 s 1 s s 
p I I I 
E T T T .tdzea A E E 1 E 
N D D D 

J.dze Fragments 4 

Fishing Sinkers 1 

Book Points 

.lm.lysia or Artifact.a by la1'9" 
lt128/3 
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Layer 2. 

Iq1ng immediately bel ov the modern dune overburden, much of vhich is 
disturbed and very dry, this assemblage 111USt be regarded as suspect in 
that percolation of later and European material has reached the occupation 
l evel in some cases . 

Obsidian fiake knives are typic~ small (in the 20/30 mm. range} 
and of a simple primary flaked type for cuttlng or scraping. 

An interestlng perforated pumice article (Fig .• 1) provides a puzzle for 
solution, the possible function ranging from fish noat to file . 

A recognisable activity cannot be assigned on the fev artlfact.3 r ecov
ered, and the general description of kitchen midden based on the fauna! 
and oven remains is the best interim interpretati.011. 

Layer 4. 

This layer is vi thout doubt a kitchen midden, and the artifact assemb
lage fits in with this function. . 

Obsidian knives are somevhat larger than those found in I.a7er 2 
(30//JJ mm . range) and also except ~>ne exhibit the simple flake form. The 
exception (Fig.2) is a somevhat thicker flake with secondary vorking along 
wo edges suggesting a sawing function. 

A moa bone fell!llr exhibiting signs of cutting, t vo bird bone awls 
(Figs J and 4) and a moa bone chisel (Fig.5) indicate an actlvity vhich 
may or may not be associated with .eating; These artifacts are bovever, 
similar to those found in Layer 6, and a kainga function in the vicinity 
of the k1. tcben area cannot be discounted. 

I.a:rer 6 . 

The assemblage of bone tools, couiprising chisels (Fig.6), awls and 
needles (Fig.7) fonnd in this layer, associated with obsidian nsa\IS 11 or 
trian.,,"Uler cross-section and with secondary \/ork:ing to form teeth (Fig.8) 
suitable for bone cutting, pumice files, vorked bone, adze and adze frag
ments suggest a \lorking floor or kainga character for this layer. This 
f'unctional assessment is reinforced by the moa bone analysis vhich exhib
its one hundred per cent femurs suggesting selection of this beavy-wa.lled 
bone £or manufacture. 

The single adze head so far recovered from the excavation occurred in 
this layer, and is of th'l Duff type 2C, 100 mm. in length, made from black 
fine -grained stone of an imported type. 

Faun.al :nidden material and the evidence of an oven seem to add veight 
to the probability of a kainga; there is certainly not the unmistakeable 
kitchen atmosphere of Layer 4. 

An artifact (fig .9) rend.niscent of the point limb of a fish hook B.Dd 
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proviaio~ claasified aa such, provides the second puzzle to be solved. 
It is beaut!~ fabricated .rroma cross~eetion of' seal tooth and derives 
its shape trom the natural curve or the tooth. In the vriter•s opinion 
the point is too fine to provide sufficient strength tor fishing, being 
o~ 2 m. in diameter. An awl function would be in keeping 'With the other 
artifacts in aasociation, but definition llltl8t await turtber digging. 

;:1~~ 

o 40 ' "" ISO 
jmoo - - - - )om- - ~ M..M. 

S//I! IYJ:ZB/ ? . A(Ai./PCKONV/ • ,..,....PICA~ A.-"7"h .... ACTS 
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Alt.bough toun:l in lqC'a separated bJ' sterile, ar nee.r sterile sand 
depoeita, there i• a sild.larit,' between the artitacta ot all lqera vhich 
tenda to 1.ndieate a sillilar sodal pattern. Photograph no.7 Ulaatratea 
the comaon design tbeme vhicb ruu tbroagh the range ot bone chisels. The 
adae, ot a trPe vhich 1a tmcOllllOn in the North Island, 1a also Uluatrated 
in photograph no.8. The bnel. sbow no sign ot aaage, and it is lilcel:r 
that tbe bevel grinding wu coapleted either in the rlcinit,', ar the 
h-.d l:roagbt there tar fUrtber proceeaing. 

J. REPCET OF FORTHER FIELDWCEK II THE Willa.NUI DISTRICT 

Colin D. Surt and M.J.G. Smart 

The following briet report describes addi t.i.onal site 8Ul'T9T and re
cording in the Wsngam:d district, carried oat bJ' the anthars in J&DD81'7 
1963. Thia 8'IJrV91 ateDda tbe area covered in 1960-61-62, the results or 
vhich have alreadJ been deaeribed (Newisletter 5 :170-184: Sept 162), and 
roru pert or a mch larger p:oject vhich includes the record1ng or arch
aeologica.l and historical a1tea 1 the collect.i.on ot local tradi t.i.on and 
historical records, e:xcavat.i.on at selected sites and the a.naly8ia or t he 
archaeological evidence in specific 88llpl.e areas. 

In addi t.i.on to the usual techniques ot field record1ng, a grant f'roa 
the Nat.i.onal Historic Pl..&ces Trust made possible the aerial reconnaisaance 
or a large part or the recording area u veil u the aerial pbotograph)r or 
a large number or si tea. We are ~ gratetul to the Trust t or the 
Dell perspect.i.n this grant made possible. To Mr Foster, Hl.n1stey ot Works, 
Wangamrl., ve are indebted for the use or the standard aerial photographs, 
and ·to the three pilots ot the Wangamd Aero Club vbo nev us over some ex
tremel.7 rough countr)' to obtain records or inaccessible sites, ve are most 
gratef"ul. 

The area in vhich recording baa been concentrated so tar is shown in 
the accomp&IJ;Ti.Dg -P· It extelldt!I along the Wa.ngamd coaat f'raa WaTerl7 to 
Turaldn&1 a distance or about 35 miles, and is lim:ited to the coastal lov
lands tor the ll08t part, although surv~ in the Waitota.ra, Wangamd and 
Vangaelm riTer nll.,.a carey the recorded are& f'llrtbar inland - up to 
1S .u. ... 

Site ~ during Jaaus.r.r 1963 vere concentrated in the area f'roa 
lai Ivi to Wangamd, in the lover Wanganui river nllq, and in the 
nll.,- ot the Wangaelm Biver. Aerial reconnaissance and pbotograpboT, 
bawenr, co-rered mnch or the larger area troa WanrlT to Wangaelm and 
SOllle distance inland. 
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