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MAORI OtXUPATION 01I' THE ~ SURVEI DISTRICT 
AS REXroRDED ON EARLY SURVEY REnORm 

B. G. lfcPadgen 

IN'l'ROIX1CTION: 

ll'qr JlllU\1' yee.ra the Penoarrow Survey Diatriot baa turned up evidence 
auggestil3g both early and late Maori occupation. Thia is especially ao 
along the aouth coa.at, where aomo ot the later occupation extenied into 
historical timea. Thia ia borne out in rield evidence and in historical 
record.a. 

Al though thia article deala partiaularly with recorded field evidence 
in the Pencarrow Survey District, it will. also be or general interest in 
showing the type of evidence to be found in early survey record.a, and how 
to go about aearchiDg it out. 

In the Wellington District ctfioe of the Landa and Survey Department 
there exist record.a of early eurveys, in lllU\Y cases showing the Maori oc--
cupation and associated features at the time or survey. These record.a in
clude s.o. (Survey Office) plans, R.P. (Roll} plans, M.L. {Maori Land 
Court) plans, and field books. Throughout the Wellington Land District 
there are plans baok 88 fer 88 1843. 

THE FENCARROW SURVEY DISTRICT: 

This Survey District comprises all that la.Id on the eastern aide ot 
Welli.r..gton Harbour, aouth ot Eastbourne across to Palliaer Bay. The 
coastline is the whole of th" south ooaat from Eaatbourne to the HiDald
taka l!aori Rese:rve in Palliaer Bay. It inaludes Pencarrow Head, Fitzroy 
Bay, Baring Head and '.!'uraldrae Head. It ia all the.°' land shown in "Pen
carrow" (Wellington 88) , of the N. z. cada.atral Map, Survey District 
Series. 

Topography: 

Much ot the iuterior ia dissected hill country, divided into three 
by the Waimdomata River and the Orongorongo River, the eastern portion 
between the Orongorongo Ri.ver and Fa1lisor ~ being the ao•ithernir.oat 
portion of the Rimutaka Range. 

Prior to the 1855 eartbq1·ake, the coast from Eastbourne to Pencarrow 
Head was quite inhospitable with one exception, Faraoarnd, a 8lll8ll. bay 
al'>out halt way between Eastbourne and Pel'lC8rrow where there was occasiona1 
11ettlement at least, by successive tribal incomers down to late times. 
(Adkin, 1959). To the east or Pencarrow Head in Fi tzr'>y Bay are the tWo 
lagoons, Kohal'lgapiripiri and Kohal'lgatera, both ot which show field evi.; 
dence or occupation. However it is in the lm1er reaches ot the Wa.iiiui
oma.ta and Orongorongo Rivers where moet e>~ the Maori occupation con
temporary with early European s ettlement, is recorded. 

... 
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Present land usage: • 

Three YAori Reserve• make up about one third at the total land area. 
They are the Hinald.taka Block, the Orongorongo Block and the Parallgahu 
Block. About one third at the land area today ia farmlan:i, the renainder 
State forest. 

While searching tor int"armation at the Lama and ~ Pl.an Recarda 
Seotien in the WelliDgton District ottice, it wu DeOeaaal7 to go throtlgb 
a pre-detel"lllined routine at see.rcb1.zlg. 'l'bia we.a aa follon. 

The pe.rticular area treated here waa the PeDCalTOlr Survey Diatrict, 
which is divided into ten 'blocks', normally 250 chains x 250 cba.ina. 
l"or each block a record sheet shows the area concel"Ded, along with every 
plan within the block. It was then a natter at notil:g and looldllg at 
every early plan. Normally, the Slllaller the plan number, the earlier the 
plan. An alternative method was to go through the Survey District and 
Block Register, in which DOt only wu the plan recorded but also the eype 
and m ture of the plan. 

For Maori Land, i.e. land under the jurlldiction ot the Maori Land 
C<>urt, there is a 'Maori Block Regiater' showiDg all plans. In the case 
of the Paral>gabu Block, the earliest plan wu the original. survey at the 
time ot sale to the Crown. 

Once the plan coDCerDeei had been located, my int"onm.tion we.a noted 
and the rel.ative field book inspected. In many i.nsta.Does the field book 
can give much more information than can the actual plan. In the case at 
Orongorongo Fa, the plan only noted the tact that the pa waa there. The 
field book contaiDed a azmll sketch along with the dhenaiona. U a 
field book needs to be located, there ia a field book register indexed 
under the particular surveyor' a name. There 1a also a lllJlllericel ind.ex. 

Originally when the land waa sold by the Jlaori to the Crown, deeds 
were drawn up defining the area sold and often the name at the tribe 
that sold it, and in many cases the personal. names at the Maoris iJJvolved. 
These deeds were later sorted out and illveatigated by H. &Mon Turton, 
who, f'roc 1865 to 1874. was COl!missioner to Investigate Native Titles 
under the New Zealand SetUement Act. The deeds were later published in 
two volumes, volume I showing several ot the plana and boun:lariea at the 
deeds, volume Il recording the actual deeds themselves, the boundaries 
being defined by written descripticn. These 'publications are known as 
Turton's Deeds , 8.Dd the vol.uznes in the Welli.J!e;ton Diatriot 01'tioe cover 
the Wellington Province, pa.rte ot Hawkes Bay, and Tara.ne.Jd.. 

RmORDED INFORMATION: 

Tribal Lands: 

Between 1847 and 1873, two thirda of the Penca?Tow Survey District 
was sold by the ~ori.s to the Crown. By 1873 moat ot the Oro1>gorongo 
Block had been quite successfully a old to the Crown • • • • • • twice. Thia 
Block, with the exception o~ sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 along the Orongo
ro1>go River was sold to the Crown by the Ngatiawa in 1847. In 1853 the 
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Ngatika.hungunu, a Wairari..pa tribe, sold the land to the east of the Orongo
rongo River, including both sections 1 , 2, 3 1 4 and 5, !l.Ild the land sold by 
the hgatiava !ive y99.?'s previously. In 1873 sections 1, 2, 31 4 and 5 .,,ere 
again sold to the Crovn by the Ngatiava. The Parangahu Block vas sold only 
once by the "Petone Natives". (Ngatiawa?). 

Bush and Vegetation: 

The earliest plan showing the bushed area in the Pencl!rrov Survey Dis
trict is R.P. 372, surveyed in 1859. This survey ws folloved by :.t .L.3070 
in 1869, and S.O. 11964 L in 1882. R.P. 372 is a survey o! the \./ainuio111ata 
River and includes part of the Orongorongo River and the coast from Fitzroy 
Bay to Palliser Bay. M.L.3070 is a Maori Land Court Plan of the Orongo
rongo Block. S .o. 11964 L is the first topographical plan of the survey 
district. 

In the Wainuiomata Valley prior to and during 1859, the shnding bush 
consisted ot Rimu, Titold, Kahikatea, Reva Re"1a, Maire, Rata, Hinau, 
"abundantn TaYa, Totara, and "other pines of the finest description'1 • At 
a di s t.a.nee of about t\lo and a half miles up the \fai::luiomat,.,, Valley, the 
bush gradually gave vay to a large grove of Karakas, ext ending for about 
halt a mile. These eventually gave vay to "srnall fern and fine grassn. 

The floor of the Orongorongo Valley vas for the most part covered in 
shingle and scrub. There was hovever, a Karaka grove just over a :nile 
froc t he coast alongside section 4. (R.P.372). 

For the remainder of tb,e area, the bush seems to vary fro111 what is 
merely termed number" to "Bush, Birchbush and Manuka" . It see!ll3 certai::i 
that the bush vould have been similar to the present State forest. The 
accol!lpanying plan ( 11 Pencarrow Survey District Sho"1ing Maori Occupation ••• ) 
shows the earliest extremity of the bush as determined from survey records. 

Occupation Evidence: 

Many of the sites recorded on the survey plans may be found from other 
sources such as Best and M:Leod 1s map "Wellington Harbour Shaving i~ative 
Names" (1918). However, on the survey plans or the Pencarrow Survey Dis
trict vere found occupation evid.ence and pa sites either not recorded 
els8\lhere or recorded as something different. One slight drawback of the 
old surveyor vas that often he did not knov the difference bet#een a pa 
and a village, a cluster of huts becollling a pa simply because there \las a 
fence around them. Orongoroneo pa is one ·example. Recorded by Best (1918 ) 
as a village, the surveyor of R.P.372 sho\18 the occupation area at the 
mouth of the OrongoronffO River as being a pa. In the field book of R.P. 
372 the "pan is shovn as two buildings or structures with a fence around 
them. (Field Book 14). 

At the other extreiDe , Te Raina, an occupation sit e bet ween t he '.J.:.. :·;i 
omat a and Orongorongo Rivers , is recorded by Best (1913) as a vill<t;;-~ , :.;-
Adkin (1 959) as a pa, and it is sbovn on M.L.3070 as an "Old Fortif;.::d ?a11

• 

I n t his case it s eerns t hat Te Raina was a pa. 

Regarding other occupi.tion evidence, the accoQpatiying map s hovs vbat 
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is recorded. This however is not the end. It one looks at the diagram ot 
R.P.372, it shows considerably more than just settlement sites. Plans ot 
this nature are not a common occurrence, but they are there. There are 
!lWllerous plans ot the Wellington area alone, which show locations or iso
lated vhares, old gardens, tracks and other such features . 

CONCLUSIONS : 

The information recorded on S\l?'Ve7 plans is only one more aspect or 
the overall picture or a region's histor;r. In some cases an old survey 
1118.Y be the earliest historical information available, or it may be the 
only source of information available on a specific feature. Old surveys 
may become important when they record a feature not now visible on the 
surface or the ground. In these cases it is often possible to calculate 
its exact position in terms of the local origin and hence find its posit
ion on the ground accurately enough for archaeological purposes. This is 
especially so when the feature has been pegged as in t he case of' both 
Te Raina and Orongorongo pa; Te Raina merely by a peg l ab<31led "Old Forti
fied Pa", Orongorongo by having its northeast corner pegged and t he 
dimensions given in Field Book 14, as 180 links x 167 links. 

Of all the plans of t he Pencarrow Survey District in the Wellington 
District Office of the Lands and Survey Department , there were only three 
th!lt were or aey particular use. There vere others that shoved features 
related to M<J.ori occupation, but these were merely recorded from prior 
:,>lane. Field Book 14 was the only such book of use, shoving a small dia
gram of Orongorong Pa, and t he features shown on R.P .372. The three plans 
~ere, R.P.372, M.L.3070 and S.0.11964 L. 

Recorded on N164/6 (Pencarrow) is a feature shown as "old pa", grid 
reference 421128. This site would appear to be at the north of Kohangatera 
Lagoon . This has been checked in the field and round to be a series of 
pits at grid reference 421124, on the east shore of Kohangatera Lagoon. 
This is accompanied by terracing on a spur directl7 above the pita. 

The conclusions that may be dravn from historical information such a.a 
survey plans can only be very tentative without further information from 
either field evidence or other historical sources. However it would seem 
that the lover Wainuiomata Valley was a focal point for the local Maoris, 
and that at the time or European contact both Parazigahu Pa and Orongorongo 
Pa vere occupied. That potatoes were cultivated in the Wainuiomata Valley 
can be i nferred from the track labelled 11To the Potato Gardens" on R.P:372. 

Until such time as field evidence is taken int o account, the above 
cannot be confirmed. However, it forms a basis for field work in a hither- .. 
to virtuall7 unknOlolO area. 
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Throughout t his article Parangahu should be spelt Parangarahu. 

MAORI SITES IN FITZROY BU 

Introduction 
Description of Fitzroy Ba7 
Notes on Coastal Sites 

(1) Koi:langapiripiri Lagoon 
(2) Kohangatera Lagoon 
(3) Oven area 
(4) Okakaho Stream site 

CONI'ENTS 

J.B. Palmer 

(5) Stone wall, cultivation fiat and Parangarehu village site 
(6) Oven area (te Rae o Paua) 
(7) Rock shelter 
(8) Cave, Oruapouanui 

Summary 

INTRODUCTION1 

A .tield survey ot Fi tzr07 Ba7 was started in 1950 vi th the encourage
ment or J.M. McEwen. In 1957 Dr J .c. Yaldvyn kindl7 passed on information 
about the region and arranged for the vri ter to obtain notes by Professor 
H.9. Fell, wh~ generously consented to them being incorporated in this 
brief report. This description therefore, contains references to Pro!'ea
sor Fell 1s observations during 1936-7. Where they occur in the text they 
are ackno'lllsdged. The 1o1:riter is gratei'ul to those three persons in Par
ticular, and to ¥.-essrs A.G. Bagnall, F. Fitzgerald and 0. Burd.an tor the 
help t hey have given. 

DESCRIPl'ION O~ FITZROY BAY: 

Lying on the open coast southeast or Wellington Heads, Fitzroy Bay 
contains some interesting, previously unrecorded sites which have s ome 




