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To date, pa sites showing defence works such as ditches, banks
and scarps are well documented and every Newsletter adds more to this
formidable 1ist. Within my research area - the Waitakere Ranges to the
west of Auckland city - I have found a type of pa that, whilst built
cnhighhrllndl and ridges, does not appear to have any of the above
defences.

As most of the coastal area hed been grasgsed for farming sbout
70 years ago, I originally assumed that any ditches or banks had been
destroyed in the course of cultivation or by grasing stock. However,
as I surveyed the sites and inspected them more thoroughly I found that
there was no surface evidence of any type of defence works to be found
on them except for the natural defences such as cliffs or steep slopes.
I realise however, that excavation could reveal, as it has done at Kauri
Point, Katikati, that under an apparently undisturbed area there are in
fact ditches, banks and pits. I enguired from several old residents
whether they remembered sny visible defences across the ridges or in any
other strategic positions on pg sites I enumerated, but in all cases I
received negative answers. Therefore only by excavating will proof
be obtained regarding the lack or otherwise of defence works.

¥here I have surveyed pa sites on the Waitaker« coast, I have
found that they conform to this pattern. The top of the ridge or head-
land is flattened and varies in width from 9 feet to 12 feet., There are
usually two or three small pits dug ianto this flat area but seldom emy
terraces. Then dug in along the sheitered side of the ridge or on the
gentler slope there is a terrace & feet to 12 feet below the flattened
top and up to 100 feet long In & few cases a step of a foot or two
occurs but there is never a drastic change in the level of the terrace
nor is it usual fo find any pits dug into this terrace. This layout
plus the almost complete lack of midden material is typical of pa sites
200 feet or more above sea level on ridges and headlands along the west
coast of the Waitakere Ranges. With plenty of trees of variocus sites
available within 2 short distance of these pa, plus the fact that the
area was isolated, the inhabitants may have considered pallisades a
sufficient defence against the occasional war parties. Again with its
many rock shelters, the ranges would provide excellent places of refuge
should the enemy be too powerful., Therefore it is possible that this
type of pa was developed to suit the conditions under which the local
peocple lived.

In 1961 Irnmd.a:l.-:l.lnrtypoofn!ite on the west coast of
the Coromandel Peninsula at Darkie Stream.© Again there was a complete
absence of visible earthworks for defence purposes, midden material was
missing, pits were usually located above the terraces, not below, and
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only three terraces had pits dug into them. Other features common to

the Waitakere and Coromandel sites are as follows. FPractically all
terraces were dug back into & ridge and had three sides, pits were

like trenches, the width being one third or less of the length; and
heavy bush covers the hills behind the beach. Again, pa sites defended
by ditches, barks and scerps, which are not founé in the Waitakere Ranges
south of Bethell's beach, are not found in the area surveyed on the Coro-
mandel Peninsule, or, in fact, for many miles on either side of it.

The type of pa I have described is certainly not so distinctive
or as interesting as the type commonly recorded. So many features one
has come to loock for in a typical pa site are lacking and therefore I
would think that for this reason they are being overlocked. I was once
guilty of doing just this, but since carrying out a survey of the
Waitekere area and finding so many sites conforming to this pattern, I
feel that more attention should be peid to them., Are they common
throughout New Zealand ? Are they an older type of pa from which the
pa defended with earthworks has evolved 7 Are they a type constructed
to =uit local conditions or a certain tribe ? These and many othker
questions arise from a study of pa sites constructed to this simple
pattern, but unless many more are recorded no conclusive evidence can
be deduced.
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ANNE LEAHY

During a recent holiday to Piji I visited an agricultural
experimental station at Korcnivia. This station is situated om
the King's Road sbout ten miles from Suva and about two miles from
Nausori, a town on Fiji's largest river, the Rewa.

The station farms a very irregularly sheped plateau which rises
from an extensive area of swemp. The flat top is gradually being
cleared of trees end scrub and in the course of clearing part of the
plateau two unusual features, that appeared to be earth works, were
discovered.





