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midden was confirmed by ~:x.cavo.tion~ Excavation also r .e·.realed 
additional bone , artefact.material , obsidian and a number of hangi 
pits . The l ower cultural l ayer is sei:a.rated "from an overlying and 
more recent pipi and cockle shell midden by four t o five feet of 
s t erile dune. sand. The upper midden is in turn buried under 
another four to five feet of sand. Again , the lower cultural layer 
was . shallo~1, scarcely m<;n'e t han six inches in depth except in the 
a r ea of the firepits . 

Conclusion: As stat ed in the introduction, my intention -.as 
t o locate and to r ecord on the site r ecord forms, information of 
value , where it roll. oo available t o all members of the association 
for further r esearch. This r eport I hope will stimulate other s t o 
do the same .- The r esult s indicate , I think , the value that simi 
lar pr ojects could have , if others will take mor e than a i:a.ssing 
int erest in the newly instit uted site r ecording scheme. 

FROM THE .MUSEUM 

MAORI REPAIRS TO SPECJMENS .by V. F . Fishe r 

Occasionally s:pe c imens , illustrating the fact that the Maori , 
in old~n times r epair ed objects in daily use , find their way t o the 
Auckland Muse\,lill . Scmetimcs they are added to the pennanent collect-
ions , . but in sare ins t ances they are sent in for inspection and 
comment . It is per haps only natur al that vmen a Maori cr aftsman 
had expended much skill and patience on sane article for a special 
purpose , that any minor damD.ge \'7hich it suffered should, if possible , 
be repaired. 

Many. years ago a teacher brought to the Museum a fine , whale 
bone comb (heru) . As usual , i t was v:cll finished and decorated 
vtith a neat piece of carving on the curved edge . An examination 
revealed that one of the teeth had been broke;n and about tvro-
thirds of the t ooth ;.as missing. HO'.Vever , re:J:£irs had been 
effected by l ashing a short piece_ of bird bone , tyro inches in length 
t o the broken stump. To ensure that t:t:c at tached piece of bone was 
securely lashed, a fine notch had been cut at t he t op, -thus reducing 
the possibility of the new par-tion working l oose . If ~y memory 
serves me rightly, a fine flax seiz.ing had been used. 

·Flax -was not the only l ashing material empl oyed far r epair 
work. In North Auckland tre Yriry , t ough stems of tre climbing 
m~n3.ng~ fer:1 (_J.,_:yJ~?dil,lTll arti9~1fp.j;~n) ·were ~ed eitl-icr whole or 
s plit. ':lhis r:i.tc rial nas c :-pcc.idly favoUi'ed for las:1;_..,_g damaged 
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'. ·ooden in:pl ements. · Other mat erials some times used y;ere the aer.ia l 
roots of t he kiekie (Fre~inetia Banksi~) , and" t hc.· thin r oots of 
s everal specie s of' climbing rata . 

Of s pecial inter e st. is a r epaired canoe paddle (hoc) which has 
a well- shaped, thin: bla de , and -vvavy handle . The blade itself is 
2 ft. Bi .iris. in l ength, but unfortunatel~ the tip ha s. bee n br oken 
D.\7ay. The widest pa.rt of the blade is 4e; ins . Extending 21 ins. 
is a l on gi t udinal split or crack, which runs t he greate r pa.rt of 
the l ength of the blade . Toolve inches from t he br"okcri tip t wo 
hol e s , one· on e i t her side of the crack, have bee~ made s o that the 

.split c ould be dravm t oge ther and close~. Unfortunate ly the l a sh-
ing is missing . Although I have stated t hat ther e ar e tvro holes , 
·in actual f a c t, t o ccmplet c the t vro perfora tions , five· hol e s were 
c omme nce d with a s t one pointe d ~ill . Ea ch hol e i s crater shaped 
a nd was drille d part of' the -rvay from each side . In one ins t a.nee , 
t wo.. hole:i wer e star.ted on the. same side , Qnc . of vmich j oins it-s 
partne r on t he opposite side . The thickne ss of t he blade where 
t he repair wa s carried out is about i inch. To da.t e , I have not 
s een another example of a r.epaire d -paddle --Olade but obviously it 
\':ould be easie r t o e f fect r epa irs than make a new paddle . 

A r epaired wooden shovel 4 ft . 10 ins. -in- l ength , -with a i\€11 
shaped, s hallow bla de 20 ins. in l e:r;igth an¢! 6i ins . in i;r.idth a t the 
Yroadest part come s fran the Ka ipara d i.S triCt . ·On one side part 
of the r im is miss:l..ng but ther e is s t ill ?vidcnce of a perfor ation 
in the blade close t o the part Vlher e blade · and rim ·mer ge . Pre swn
ably, t here was aTso a h ol e or 'even t i70 hol e s 'in the missing r im or 
edge . . Almos t opposite on t he othe r side t here are t·,-;o ho l e s in 
the rim 1;1- ins . apart a n d a third in the flatt~ncd partion of the 
bla de . Pe r haps, strictly s peaking , this l a t ter is n ot a r epa ir 
but is rathe r ant i cipating the ne cessity of r epairing the ·rim, 
Tih~ch was very likely t o split off m en in use . The mangeman~ 
l a shing is still inta ct., the unspli t stem. be ing used in this case . 

OI'HER AREAS 

FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE GISBORNE DISTRICT by Allan Pullar 

The re is no branch of the N. Z. Archaeol ogica l Association in 
Gisborne . In 1956 , the Gisborne Philosophica l Socie ty came into 
1:e ing -rrith a principal obje ct of doing a small amount of original 
uork in na tural _history. Mr Leo Fcmler, the f i r s t pr esident, had 
already c onducted sG!Jle r e s earch into or a l traditions of the l ocal 
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