NEW ZEALAND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
@ ASSOCIATION

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

@080

This document is made available by The New Zealand
Archaeological Association under the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/.



124
Zealand even though the occupation has been transient,®

Much earlier on it wms realised that a group numerically
small and widely scattered, as ours is, could not hope to record
all sites small or lerge, throughout the country., To this end,
then, we must try and foster the interest of pecple such as farmers,
survcyors, ranges - people who are likely to be familiar with less
accessible parts of the country.

The scheme has been designed with this in vicw, hence the use
of two types of record form: The site record form which is to be
used for noting in general tcrms onlythe existence, location and
nature of a site; the site survey form which is to be used to des-
cribe the results of o more intensive investigation - but note,
investigation only.

Here I should like to record the Association's indebtedness
to Mr., J.D.Hs Buchanon for his efforts in promoting the scheme, to
Roger Green and Jnck Golson who were largely responsible for the
Hondbook to Field Recording, and to National Historic Places .Trust

-

who provided the finnneial backing so necessary for the implementation

of this schcme,

MAORT SITES IN OUEEN CHARLOTTE SOUND by J.B. Palmer.

Queen Charlotte Sound, or Totornnui as it is called by the
Mzori, is a region thot is of considerable interest to the field
archaeologist based in Wellington. Similarities of coastline,
problems of cultivation - indeed of land utilisation in gencrnl, and
climate make it o visible, moated extension of conditions met with
so often around Wellington, It is naturnl then, that one should
look south to comhare and contrast ficld evidence left there with
thot found on the northcrn shores of Cook Strrit, particulnrly when
tradition records movcments of the same peoples across the twenty
mile wide water barricr.

The great neced in ficld work in the Marlborough Scunds is some

sort of survey of types of sitc and their distribution over the region |

so that o tentotive victurc of occupntion can emcrge. From this
it i1l be possible to study speecific field monuments cuch as
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fortified po sites, villoge potterns ond pits, It was
with this 2im that a party of students from Wellington
Teachers' College spent o week in Qucen Charlotte Sound
last November.

Most of those in the party did not have very much pre-
liminary training but by the end of the week they were cap-
able of underteoking secarchers with a fair degree of accuracy
in obsecrvation. This was most marked amongst the Maori
students who made up half the party's strength. They .
showed o feeling for landscape cnd their enthusiszsm for
scek-and-find activity was greater than the rest of the party.
Part of the week's work was to introduce Maori students to their
historicel past and to meet the local Maori people in order to
obtain their approval for any ficld work.

An cvening mecting weos held at Waikowa Pa where speeches in
Maori wiecre made by both sides. The purpose of the visit was
explained to o mixed audienge of Miori: end pokehkn, hneonsts.vhom were
representatives of the Picton Historiesl Socictyy — Transcripts
of 211 informotion gained during this visit and subsequent ones
were promised and permission wns given to the party to operate
provided respcct wns shon in the case of tribal burinl grounds.

For the FEVSLETTEE it is not intended to give a detailed
summary of findings within the framework of any classifieatory
system but preliminery notcs on some of the sites are included
here,

Pickersgill Islond - S.16/1 (546406). This was reported as

a 'Moori lookout'. It proved to be o raised rim pit of modest
size on 2o ridge overlooking o smell flat littered with argil-
lite flakes ~nd midden material swith o compacted and stratified
oven area beyond, Thc lattcer is disturbed os 2 ruined
European cottage is suporimposed over part of it.

Moioio Pa.- S.16/2 (4903%09) W.J. Elvy rccords Ngoti Kuri
occupation of this island pa which he dates at 1650 by traditional
means. No landing wos made here but the site is now heavily
bushed with one broad terrace nble to be sccn.

Kaihinu Pa - S.16/3 (492307) This is a promontory pa opposite
the previous site, and W.J. Elvy reports it as containing a
mixed Ngaitora and Ngati Mamoe population. It is marked by
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tranverse tcerrnces nt’ the end with some narrow lateral terraces
on which cre found water-worn stoncs. There is no trace of
either ditch or bank but higher up the ridge on a little knoll,
there are two deep, well defincd pits. Both have raised rims and
the larger measured 30' by 12°.

Hitoua Pa - S22/1 (433297) This wns one of the pa visited by Cook.
A senrch revealed an clmost isolated promontory pa which was low-
lying with a stecp fall on the Tory Channel side. On the inner,
sheltercd side werc two serics of terroces, onc lateral and the
other trnnsverse cach made up of four tcrraces, Cores and flakes
of argillitc were noted on the upper terraces. This small pa is
situated in one of the most sheltered places in the area, Treces
of occupntion in the form of flakes and midden moterial of thin,
scenttered nature were scen on the tiny, bay-hcad flats adjacent

to the pa. The site is partly covered with light scrub, mainly
manuka end truhinu.

Te Awniti - S16/4 (554351) A bricf inspection of this site re-
vealed a ridgecnd pa made up of broad terraces contoining two ser-
ies of regularly arranged pits. There ~re traces of rims or
cmbankments between cach pit in cone rov, 4Lt the base of the pa
there are platferms cut out of the hill which werc stated to be
the sites of enrly Whaling cottages.

Motukina Pt. - S16/5 (527308) in inspection was made of a
promising-looking peninsula which showed a promontory pa. The
first sign waos a roised rim pit cut into the outer flank of the
ridge outside any protective works, The main defence wes a cross-
ridge ditch with an inner bank, Terminal terraccs were cut into
the cnd of the peninsuls ns ot Kaihinu. '

Bo _of Many Coves - S16/6 (434.381) There are several traces of
occupation in this orea. Above an eroding midden aren washed Ly
the sca therc are some broad terraces with pits, onc cof which has

a pronounced raised rim. Beyord this to the south is a ridge with
a descending serics of terraces with pits, partly overgrown with
thiclk scrub. Closc by is a small cove with thick dcposit of
midden meterial and sope small terrnces.

Maractai Boy - 522/2 (41329%) This is a bay-hend I"lc.t with
an exiensive but not decp oven ond middcn deposlit. 4fis with many
other sites of a similar natuvre, inspected briefly by 4 @ party,
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it has boen syizjectod to ruch Aisi.whanco by tuilding ond f_'ﬂli”
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operations.

This brief outline stresses the inndequate nature of the
party's work but a return visit in Novcmber, 1959 will enable
further and more detailed work to be done. It is hoped to
locate further sitcs and mcke a re-examinction of 2ll these
listed here,

A SUH}.ULRY OF FIELD ARCHAEQLCGY FROM THE DQI»'EIF.[O_{E_ Mt o TN GROU
BY  S. DAVIS.

I11us, Plates 2 and 3.

Work on the rccording of sites in the Wellington District
has been going on regularly since the beginning of 1959.
A11 wrork has becn done in the week-cnds, anc on nearly every
Scoturday or Sunday a small party has becn slowly working its
way ﬂround part of the bleak Wellington constline, having
recorded by Scptcember some 35 sites.  The Group numbcrs about
o dozen people, who have worked with great enthusiasm, concen-
trating its recording on the area around the FPorirua Harbour.

Fortunately many of the sites in this district have been
described in various periodicals., Much of Tellington and
the neighbouring coastline has been well docmented by Elsdon
Best in = serics of papers and maps, and we hiave located many
of our sites through consultation writh his laterature, One
notable paper, "Porirua and They Tho Settled It", gives a yard
by yoard account of onc side of the Porirua Harbour, and hoas
been of inestimable valuc in locnting sites, from the ubiquit-
ous midden to the pa, S an st BRI AR E

Sites rccorded this year include pa sices, terraced hill
sitcs, middens, isolatcd.pits, and a burial area.

PA SITES, a sites are not numcrous in +ne Porirua district,
and t todny there is 1little evidence of fortified areas. Best
hns suggested that the notives took refug: in the bush when
attacked, ond this may be a possiblc explanation of the few pa,
together with the difficulty of cutting fe-tifications in the
hard Wellington wock.





