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charcoal bands indicate a 'burning off' of vegetation (?bracken fern),
and the sand and pumice bands indicate subsegquent erosion and alluvial
inwash.

Natural channels could he distinguished from man-made drainage
features, The natural channels were located underneath and on top of
the Kaharoa Ash whereas the constructed drains were cut into the Kaharoa
Ash., The drains were exposed in trenches 6 to 8 and 10, and could be
traced along the valley floor. They drained out of the valley towards
the east (Tarawera River), and were up to 65 m in length with a maximum
fall of approximately 2 m, By aligning drain cross-sections in each of
the trenches four drains could be distinguished.

The drains have been interpreted as a water reticulation system
designed to confine the valley catchment water. Disturbance to strat-
igraphy around natural channels and drazins suggest they were probably
both used. The disturbance of ash between the drainage features prob-
ably indicates gardening.

Finds are limited to 21 flakes of obsidian (all from site GH579-4),
a small pumice ?reel, hangi stones, a pumice abrader, and a few frag-
ments of pumice and stone. An inspection of the obsidian has shown
that many used flakes have a residue build-up along worked edges; this
residue may define what they were used for.

Conclusions

The Maruka excavations uncovered a number of prehistoric features,
These included eight pits located on terraces; four posthole features
(? a temporary field shelter); valley terraces (? used as gardens), and;
at least four drains located within the valley floor (? a water reticu-
lation system located among gardens). A series of charcoal and pumice
bands located over the cultural features in the lower valley floor
indicate periodic burning and alluviation. The valley area was most
likely used intensively for kumara cultivation and storage.

Maori tradition and archaeological investigations are matching
together. Tradition suggests the sites may at least date to the late
16th century.

Acknowledgements

The following people took part in the Maruka excavations: Heather
Albert, Chris Chambers, Helen Charters, Jane Conner, Leslie Goodliffe,
Simon Holdaway (Otago University), Des Kahotea, Elke Kurschus, Keren



G B B

Lilburn, Robert Pollock, Kim Pritchard, Graeme Remsay (Otago University),
Kathryn Rountree, Christina Smith and Brenda Sewell. Individuals not
identified with an institution are associated with the Department of
Anthropology, University of Auckland., Harry Allen, Roger Green, Geoff
Irwin and Caroline Phillips (Department of Anthropology, University of
Auckland) and Dave Driver, Tina Jordan and Dave White (Whakatane Histor-
ical Society) assisted with excavating and mapping. I am grateful for
their time and support. Ken Moore (N.Z.A.A, filekeeper, Kawerau, Bay of
Plenty) has provided invaluable assistance throughout the project. Alan
Pullar and Neil Kennedy (Soil Bureau, Rotorua) identified the tephra
deposits within excavations.,

Albert Te Rire (elder and paramount chief) and John Fox of the
Tuwharetoa Urupa and Historical Trustees visited the site and gave approv-
al to our work. Discussions with them have greatly assisted our invest-
igations, To all the people concerned with the project I would like to
express my thanks.

The project supervisor Harry Allen carried out much of the base organ-
isation for the investigations. I am indebted to Bevan Mudie for helpful
criticism of the draft of this report and to Sue Stenner for typing and
checking the manuscript.

References

Healy, J., Vucetich, C.G. 1964 Stratigraphy and chronology of late
and W.A, Pullar Quaternary volcanic ash in Taupo, Rotorua
and Gisborne Districts. N,Z, Geological
Survey Bulletin, 73:1-42. D.S.I.R.,
Wellington.

Lawlor, Ian 1980 Radiocarhon dates from Kohika Swamp Pa
(N68/104), Bay of Plenty. N,Z,A.A. News-
letter, 23:265-267.

Pullar, W.A. and . 1973 Age and distribution of late Quaternary
K.S. Birrell pyroclastic and associated cover deposits
of the Rotorua and Taupo area, North Is-

land, New Zealand. N,Z., Soil Survey
Reports 1 and 2. D.S,.I.R., Wellington,

Pullar, W.A., Hewitt S.R. 1978 Soils and land use of Whakatane Borough
and J,C. Heine and Environs, Bay of Plenty, New Zealand,
N,2. Scil Bureau Bulletin, 38. D.S.I.R.,
Wellington,



KAWERAU EXCAVATIONS Plate 1. Summer excavation team. Left to right:
Simon Holdaway, Des Kohatea, Harry Allen, Christina Smith, Helen Charters, Heather Albert,
Leslie Goodiiffe, lan Lawlor, Robert Pollock, Jane Connor, Kathryn Rountree, Elke Kurschus.

KAWERAU EXCAVATIONS Plate 2. Backlifting GH579-6. Trenches 1 and 2 in background.



KAWERAU EXCAVATIONS Plate 3. Trenches 5-8 in valley floor.

KAWERAU EXCAVATIONS Plate 4. May 1981 (N77/606) team. Left to right,
rear: Rosalind Kay, Peter Adds, Chris Grace, Christina Smith;
middle: Lawrence Foanaota, Wynne Spring-Rice, Joanna Sullivan, Rachel Lilburn;
front: Jeffrey Seth, Ben Nanasca, James Papalii, Judith Gardner, Elke Kurschus.



