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20. 
ex."Jlli ncd c".rofully this y0t:'.r , .".!lc1 their r elc-.t ion to other loc'\l 
sites plottec1 ... 

l.mong sites visited duri ng the ye<'.~ ~['..S the l c.rge settlement 
r..r cr-. in the inlmd district , kno-:m r.s R:-~ngitumc.u , :'.bout t wenty 
minutes by cr.r from Mr-.st(..rton. An .:'..r en. of nppr ox. 40 o.crcs , 
sprur-.cling over sov<..:r[l.l ::-..cl.joi ning hills i s covered by pi ts of Vr'..r ­
ious sizes ".nc1. s h".pcs; ['.I'lcl c. further 100 o.cres shous so.:-. <:tercd pi ts . 
The mo ct inte r esting fe"turc of t his site is the p resence of 
crcsce;nt sh".ped pits -. .rhich hc-..ve c-li;;o been noted on other .:;itcs 
in the u i s trict. The site h.".s no defensive f cr'..tures. 
f.rtcf -.cts from the ··-r-.ir!'.rc.u::'.. t:'.rcus incluL.c c. Ty-pc 4 r.c.1ze , of the 
hogbn.ck v.:-.ricty , 14" l ong, ::md ::. stone sinker of ':;lri to qu:-.rtz 
-:7ith .. notcoocl periph(.;ry. Also found here ·.1c.s !). •:h:-.lcbonc ".clze 
611 

- long. ii no.:-. bone wc.s recovered fron :::. cooking si to , .:unongst 
burnt stone ".nC. chr rco".l, ".nd ·::~.s it:.c.mtified by J . Y".ld·.·-'Yn , of the 
Dor.Union Museum ".S prob:-.bly :.nom".lo·ot c r vx S'> . 

:~r-iothcr site visi tccl. duri ng t he yc.,0..r ·,1::.s in the LC'..ke Hor m1hcnu.". 
2.r cr., ·.-,here: ::-.. midden compound coMposcd cnti •·ely of f rcshwc.ter 
nusscls. Hyr i dcll c. Monzi esi mc".surcd 50 1 x 30 1 tl!ld V".ri cd in 

• 

• 
depth from the out e r eclgc ·.-;here i t '::c.s 1" C::oep , t o 18" in the centre . 
Cr-.rc.ful ex.".minr.tion yielded no othe r shell , o:..· r'..ny bone. 
Other r.iiddens of this type "re present in the district . 

The ·.-:-nirn.u Br.r '.7:-.s ".lso vi..,itcd cluring the ycf'.r , ".nC 
surfr.ce si tcs visited i n the· comp:-.ny of Ji.i:i Eyles. ·· · Site 
re corr' s ':!ere n".cJ.e of t- .o scttlcl'!!entr c.rc:--.s in the Pelorous S·· tmcls , 
close to t he. Govc.rnr.lcr.t r,.,lld ng Tr:-cl~, ".nc1 they - ·ere closely 
cx..".mincd "..nd uhot ogr. -.h. .. ' J. clc:-.rly <lE-fincd H" ori ~.rd king TTI">.Ck 
u.p t o o~o of the r'..r crs sho,::s ·.Tell i n one photogrr-..ph. 

J.n int(..; rcsting exc~_v'.'..tio:: under the l c'\dersl1ip of Dr. T. T. 
B-:-rro·.: , of the Dorni., i on M:uscum, -:-r:- s c.o:-!e in Pc.lliser B"y, ['.Jld the 
oxpeili tion ri..;ccrdeC' scr'\C; unusur.l f et:' tures . 

MQJ. REM. INS FROM TI-IT: --"EILil.YGTON DISTRI CT by J .c. Ytld,·ryn. 

This r.ccount i s i ntenc1eC: nc rely ~s :i. prolirrlin · ry rcvic·.; of' the 
sub-fossil ".nc"'. ::-.rcl1neolo[ico.l r.10~ n t C;ri~·l frt )r.1 the --·cllington 
Li ·trict -.!rich I ~.n .. t prCSLnt stU'°'..~·in,• r_t thu Duninioil Huscumo 
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This work is still in en early sta ge cnd c.11 i dentifi­
CQtion of mon.s t o gcncr r-. end t o species r.mst b e rcgr-.rded n.s 
prcliminnry and tent~tive. It is my intention her e t o 
di scuss the nnt c rio.l nvoilc..blc , t o give some idea. of the 
difficulties i nvolved in the identific~tion of the smaller 
North I sland mo['.s, nnd to sho':; how o. deta iled under ­
standing of the sub-fos s il mo~ r emains from on nreQ is 
needed t o give n firm f oundQtion t o o.ny a ttempt ed i dent­
ific~tion of the o.reo. ' s n.rc~eologic::U moo.. m~terial . 

The Wellington district , for the purpose of this account, 
is t nken n s extending from Packn.krrilci. in the north, through 
Poriru:::. IW.rbour , ·-:ell in gton Peninsula a.nu ·::ellington H:-.rbour 
t o Bnring Hend in t he south. The m~in problem in this ere~ , 

as i n ~ny othe r North I slc.nd coc..st al ~ren. , i s the eonf\.lsing 
complex of small t o mc.diurn sized mon.s ( e ight speci~ s as under­
stood by Oliver , 1949) which m'l.y b e present ns un~,ssocinted, 
and oft en d..".liluged , bone s . This complex of species i s dis-
tributcG in f our diffe r ent gcner n , Pachyornis (P. rnappini 9.nd 
P . se t entriont"'.lis , Eury~pteryx (E. t : .ne & E. curtus) , 
Zelornis ~· cxilis) and Anomaloptc ryx (1 •• didifornis , A. pQr­
™ nnC:. L . o-.10ni) . For some r c['.son the most usunl bone 
nvc..ilQble is the tibia, either entir e or reduced t o ~ercly 
the clistnl or proxirnnl end, but it i s this bone which is of 
l oo.st sys t emr.tic use of tll t he. l eg bones . Femor a and 
r:let~t:crsi n.re of nmch grec..t er systematic v:-..1.ue but .':'..r e rel-
atively uncommon, ~t lco.st in· the ":'.'ellingt on district. Skulls , 
generic.;o.lly dia gnostic for thi s comple x , would be a godsend, 
but c..rc unfortunc.t ely completely absent in the material 
c..vQilable from the o.ren. 

The l r.rge North Islnnd mon. referred to n.s Dinornis 
ingc ns by Archey (1941) ['.Jld Oliver (1949) in t heir mono­
graphs , is referred t o bcl o..-1 :-..s Q. nov~ezeul~dio.e , whil e 
the Dinornis novneze n.lnndi:ie of J.r chey ruld Olive r mus t now 
b e cnlled D. struthoidcs . The renson for this c onfusing 
ch..."Ulge will not b e discussed here ~s it is the subject of u 
f orthcoI!l.ingpCtpe r in the J.P. S. 

Locnlitie s from which Mon Mt:>.t c ricl is ::i.vetilc.ble . 

P t'..ek 'lk:..'"'.rild.: l. conple t e tibio. in the Dominion Museum 
c oll ections con be i dentifi ed, from l ength ::lone , ~s Dinornis 
nov:"..czc.".l '"'.ncli r.c . No d.....,t,~. knm·m other t hc.n loc '"'..ljty, but t:'.'1e 
':lor.c '"'rroor.rs t o b~., f·-:-• )r.:'"' f''''"'.MP or i:;tn::-.::: c1<'.,., ..... ::i"!.: "n·- -· ·~ ,...1 ,:, r1~-



Po.reran.to.: In 1951 c. complet e tibi::'. of ·.:m t I t r>..ke t o be Pc.chyornis 
s eptentrionc.lis wc.s found i n situ in shell D..lld pumice s~d 
sever:'.'.l f eet b elo;.r c. l e. te mn.ori mid.den l nyer' ( c ont'.'!.ining broken 
chine. nnd gluss) i n c. smtll gully nec..r 1:7dker 1 s Hill. Lssocic.t ed 
sub- fossil f'o..unl'. included Ne'.V ZeC'.lc.nd W:'..ttled crow (Cd l c.ec.s), c. 
sm.."..l.J.. p enguin (Eudyptulc.) nnd o. smc.11 K..".kn. ( Nestor cf. !!· scptent­
rio?k'\lis) . Tho pumice s r-.nd lnyer c:-.n be correl c.ted "\.Ti.th the "Tc..upo 
Ou-V;n1sh Pumice" of J.dkin 1 s Horo·:1henuc. - P.".ekd<:..".rild. se quencc r..nd 
is r ega r ded b y him c.s post- hurn::-.n. This site is nm1 destroyed 
o.nd buried b cncc. th the nevr Mnnn Vie;-, Ror..d . 

Another c omplete tibic. i n the Museum col l e ctions >TI.t h no 
other cL.".tn t hr-.n the l ocr.li ty "Pc.r om..".t c.", is .".lso r egn.rdec ~s ~· 
septentrionc.lis. I t is c. &".!ld- dune bono nnd cl~c.rly non- ".r ch:'..eol­
ogicc.l . Tr10 simil r· r sc.nd- dune mu seum b one s -:rit h t he sc.r.i.c l oc:J.ity 
l."..b cl <'-I'C t:". femur, r.l most defini t cly frnn t he l ".r ge nae., 
Euryn.ptoryx gc r c.noi ccs, end o.. ractQt~rsus from t he snr.llest species 
of Dinornis, Q. g~zellc... 

Mo.kc.re. Be:-..ch : - site. N. 160/ 3. . This Ber.ch midden :-.rec. \7C..S in­
vcstig:'..t cd i n sane cct nil by Sus.n,n Dr.vi s :'.l'ld Bruc e Pel.mer in 1958. 
MoD- r emnins cxcc.v::.ted f rom undis turbed oven end midden l t:".yc rs i nclude 
~he proxim".l he:'.d of ;;. right tib i r'. of Dinor ni s Sl)ccies, probt'.bly 
from its s ize D. h0rcuJ.e s ; the p r oximnJ. h~.lf of c. broken f emur of 
Anom.'.'.l.opteryx - . cf . ~· p:-.rvus ; the proximn.l ht'.lf of 
a broken tibi "< prob --.bly Pc.chyornis r:t.".ppini or l1non".lopt cryx sp. \mt 
p os s ibly Euryc.pter yx t c.ne or Zclornis exilis ( ". pcrf~ct e:X.".l!lplc of 
the problem outlined c.bove ), P.ncl t he di::;it."l wcl of ['. tibi:t of 0.n 
imm..':'..ture mot:'. possibly Pr_c lwor ni s 1:1n.npini. Al though t he f irst 
three b ones r.ientioncd c ould h:>.vc been brought t o t he occup~.tion 
site in n. s ub- f ossil str.tc b y n on- mor..-hunting mr:or i, I consitlcr 
t he inm" ture b one r.s decisive cvic.:ence of genuine raoc.- hunting by 
the inhri.bi t :mts of t}ie M~.:...rt:". Bee.ch ~:u-ec.. Scver~l other frc.g-

• 

• 

ments of uniclcntifir.bl e mon. l eg bone 17ere exc~w.tcd . in c.ssoci t:".tion 
with n bird f nunc. including c- sm".11 penguin, (Eudyptul c.. , probc.bly 
! • minor) o..nd t:". l " rge shc.g (P~".lc.crocorn.x sp . ). Bec~usc of t he 
significance of this Dinornis bone exc.".r..t cd from c. North Isl:-.nd 
nrchacol ogi c:U. ~itc , bot h t he b one i t sclf (D. M. 587 .".nc'1. ::. ch-:r- « 
conl srunple t ".kcn from t he oven ir.inedi~tcly surrouncing t he bone , 
will b e submi ttccl. f or c -.rbon C.r.t ing. 

Supplementing the nr- t cri "l of this oxcr-.v --.tion, Mr . C. Curtis 
h".s m:"..dc t:". c ollc·ction of n:o::. b o:- · s uY(;r scv0:c"' l ;:'..:.".r s, fr~m the ..-:in~ -

• 
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bloYm r-.nd greo.tly clisturbecl surfo.ce sc.nds of the Mo.k ... '\..I'n. Beo.ch 
r..rcc.. Some of these bone s , such c.s c. f cr.iur of P['.chyornis 
manpini, chc.rc.ctc riscd by its complet eness, its lightness in 
-::·eight o..nc1 its pr:Uc crec.my- yellov1 colour, I r cg.".rd c.s typical 
sub- f ossil s::i.nd- dune b ones; ;1hilc other s such c.s rmother femur 
of P . I!'l['.ppini , chn.ra.ctcriscd by its .'.'.bruptly broken and split 
sh..".ft, its rclc.tivcly grc=-.te r weight c..nd its d'.:.rk s tr.'.'.ined 
r.ppcr.r .'.'.ncc, I rcgc..rd c..s being derive d fror:l disturbed midden 
l :'..y0rs. Ho· :cvur, us the r.:ir. j ority of t he m".t c ri.:-.1 in this 
collection is v e ry ckm.~._gc c~ c.nG. b r-.cll.y v7C:.thcred, it r.ill ~ b e 
r cgr'.rd.cc. h1.; re c.s of unccrt_ui n ori r;in. I n :'.ddi tion t o the two 
f cmorr.. nlrc~dy mentioned .'.'.. third is c..lr.ios t definitely Eury­
:-.pt e ryx t c.ne, t hough the possibility of Zelornis exilis c r.n 
not be cnt i r ly ruleC. OL~t . Scv er.:l p r oxir.:rJ. r:.nd dist[']. t ibitl 
ends c.re identified :--.s ~· mo..ppini. or pcrh:-ps J.nomcloptc ryx 
didiformis , Y:hilc others a.r e ci ther P:-.chyornis scptcntrionclis 
or ~. p :--..rvus. One diskl end coulG. belong t o 'illy of the f our 
gone r.'. in this coaplex. Fintlly this c onfusing c.ssenblc..gc 
includes n. ck.rrr.ged cct~.tr.rsus of /,nom:'..loptcryx_ didifornis , a 
COI!l}?l c t ely cert.--.i n i clentific:-..tion. 

Te I~ c. M~.ru. Some ycr..rs ~go the p roxim...".l hec.d of c. mon. 
tibic. u.::-.s f ound by Bruce Pclr:icr in c.n exten s ive oven nr0c. on 
the northern s i de of t his b:-..y (south of Mc.kc.rn} The bone , 
t hough pc.rticlly exposed in ~ stre :-.n be.Dk ~c.s f ound in situ 
some t en inche s dorm i n the ov1...n l c..yer . Though it is much 
·::o:•.thcrcd it nlmost certc.inly belongs to e i thcr Anomcloptcryx 
(both L· dicifomis '.:'.Ild !.:_. p::'..rvus r..r c possible) or P n.chrornis 
mci.ppini . 

Knrori ;.nc1 Mrtkc.. rr_ Hills . In 1931 Mr. l.· . F . Kilmi s t er prc;sented 
t o the Mµ~eun a drua:'.gcd :--.nd t'..b r."_U.ecl tihi:-. ·.rhich he h:'.d found 
in ci. gully t o the enst of the South Mnk"\r~ Roo..d. This 
interc~ting b one i s fron c.. sub- adult Dinornis, :Umost c~r-

t c.inly Q. novaezc:>.ln.nC.ine . Both Kilcis t c r nncl Mr. P. Bt,ckett 
r eport th'.'.t \/hon the K.".r ori c..nd Mc.ka r r.. Hills uerc first clenrcd 
f or settlcr.10nt l ['.r ge moc. bones c.n d num<-- rous mo:'. crop stones 
we r e found sc:--.tterc c"'.. ove r the surfc.ce . 

Lye ll Bn.y. An old snnd- cJune me t c.t .'.'.rsus in the Museum 
• c olle ction s is cle;r-_rly 1~ 1 :--.r gc Eury:--.ptc ryx, nlmost dcfini t cl y 

~· g:c.".vis . Th.:..:co is no eviC:ence of din.ct :--..ssccir.t i on ',c:i t h 
'.'.n t"'.rch:-_col v; ic~.1 s i t o. 
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S cr .. t oun Mr . N::.r. Thom".s f ounc1 .-:_ p ::1.rtfol skeleton of the 1::-.. rgc 
mo::i. Eruyl' .. ptc r;yx ge ronoides burie d under nine feet of snnd nen.r · 
Pinel n.nds Avenue in 1939. As well o..s o. dnm.1ged pelvis the bones 
of both l e gs n r c presen t in v e ry good condition. The bird ~ .. s 
not quite mature, c..nd from the lightness of the bones ~a. their 
wl: i t e , nlmost ch.D..lky, nppcc.rnncc , c.s well as from their nssoci-
o. tion c.s n particl. skeleton , it is quite obvious thl".t this is o. 
sub- f ossil spec imen, nnd not, n.s Oliver N"mounce d in the news­
p o..p e rs nt the t ime , a bird the ma ori hc.d "us e d for f ood. " 

J. c omple t e f emur l' .. nd r... drunn.ged pcl vis \7er e brought to the 
Museum in 1953, f rom the Mirruno.r Libmry, They hn .. d b een found 
in the Scc..t oun o.rc:1. mony y ear s b efore , but the e x...."..ct locl".li ty h.~.d 

not b een recor ded.. They sho11 tra ces of a yellow cln.y matrix nnd 
it i s p ossibl e t hv.t t he clny from each is diffe rent. The femur 
is f:l.lmost definitl.l y P n.chyo r nis mappini, while t he pelvis c ould 
be Eury~pteryx cf . ! · ge ranoides or p oss i bly P. 
m..-• .. ppini , The bonc:s c .. rc clearly non- r.rchn.eol ogictl. 

Conclus i ons. 

This survev of cl.l the mon m-" t e ril' l n.ppr...rcntly n m-; 
:>..v r.ilrbl c f r om t he 'S'el l ington dis tric t , demonst r tes thc..t n.t 
le~st t he follo~~ng speci e s v.ore present in geologicnlly recent 
(i. e . p ost- p l uistocene ) t imes: 

Dinornis cf .D. her cul 3n 
Dinornis novnezO."..l?nai~ 
Dinornis gc.zelln 
Euryn.pte ryx griivis 
Eur:yn.pte r:yx ge r ::tnoi des 
Anomc..l optcryx t~diformis 
Anom.."..l opte ryx c f . ~· ;parv i s 
P c .. chyornis m.."..ppini · 
P a chyorris s cptcntrionclis 

? Eur:yc.ptcryx tlme 

(Lis t r...rr.:' .. nged in c.p~roxim~ tc order of size . Tho 
enigm:ltic spe cie s Zclo~.i s cxilis mus t nlso b e rcg~rded ~s ~ pos-

• 
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Of these lis t ed speci es only t he foll o.-1ing h~ .. v e been r e ­
c ognised i n undoubted prim".r~r ns soci c.. tion ·.1i th o.rchneologictl 
s i t e s ; 

.. 
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Dinornis · cf . D. hcrcul~c 
Anomrtloptc ryx .·-er:--;_: pa-rvis 
Po.chyornis mc.pn ini. 

25. 

Even in this list the i denti t~· of the third species i s in 
soubt, ri.ny of the f cur s rr.11 gene r .:-. m".y be p r esent , though it is 
f nirly c ertr.i n th.". t ;p_. D.'.'.ppini, c.t l ee.st, is r eprC;sented.. 
Fine.Uy it mus t be stressed ag-.in t ret e xcept f or the i.r.rrn::-.turc 
moc.. discussed .:-.b ove , the re is still no c onclusive proof t h:-- t t hese 
bones represent moc..s kil l ed by mo"..- huntine mtcori . 

MO.A IDEI TIFIC: TI ONS FROM T,.I RU/, , COROlfi!,NCEL COJ.ST. by J . C. Yddwyn. 

In vic-;1 of t he ".nnouncemcnt i n this issue of thu Ncnsletter 
of the first und.cubt ed Dinornis r emn.ins exc ".vr.tcd from :->. North 
Islr.nd :--.rcho.eologi.c~ site (Dinornis of D. hcr cul e s from 1&-.kr·.rn. 
Bcc.ch, ':':'cllington) I h ::-.v e thought i t of;°ly f "_ir t o Roger Green, 
v1ho i s .:-.t pre s ent C:oing fi el d i.:mr k in French Ocec.nic.. , to include 
here c. pr climin..".cy ::nnounccr.:cnt on the mo.". rr..t critl he exc ::'..v ::'..t ed 
c..t To.i!"Wl H rbour ( s ite N 41+./2 ~ Sec Nv::slc.ttcr, Vol. 2. No. 2. 
pp. 22 & 24. 

At l ee.st one species of Dinornis is definitely ~resent 
in Green 1 s "mor.-huntcr l:).ycr" o.n d this is prob~ bly Q. nov:-.e zon.-
l r .nclir.e (the D. ingcns of Lrchcy ."..Dc.1. Oli v c..;r). J.nothcr , l ::cr ger , 
Dinornis species is r epr esented by irrrrn.:-.tu;.·c b ones , ·.:hil e the 
p ossibility of i:-. smc.ller speci e s of Dinornis c.s '·'ell c:-'.!l!lot be 
entirely r uled out . The genus P··.chyornis ".pp en.r s to be r epre-
t cnted in b oth tho "mo:-..- hunter l" •er" ".Pd in svb-fcssil mo.t cri:'..l 
exc".v::-.t ed "..t t hc site , t";hile mo:'. vert cbr['.e of s everl s izes c.r e 
nlso p r esent in the occup.'.'.tion l r.yer . All the f :-..un"..l rem.".ins 
from t his site :'.r e under sti.1dy :-t t he moment f'.nd "- f'ull discu.ssion 
of the groups represented ':rill ".ppe'tr •TI. t h Roger Green 1 s finc.J. 
r eport. The p r oblem of 11hether the bone s h.."..ve been brought to 
the site in c. sub-fossil s t "..te , o r \ihet he r they r epresent b i r ds 
killed by moo.- hunting rr~"..ori -;-;ill rJ.so be dc'.'.l t ·.:i t h i n this 
fincl report. 




