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NEW ZEALAND PREHISTORY : INFORMING THE PUBLIC 

R. c. Green and 
G. S . Park 

Several years ago Park (1972) reminded NZAA members of their 
responsibility "to commit to paper their ideas about what happened in 
the past" in ways that were intelligible and of interest to the general 
public. There are encouraging signs they are now doing this in a 
variety of publications beyond those mentioned in Park's initial 
survey. We list here items which have come to our attention, since 
members of the Association at the Kaiteriteri Conference in Nelson 
thought such a list would not only be informative, but perhaps also 
serve as stimulus for others to extend and diversify further the range 
of outlets utilised. Reviewing the list suggests that an increasing 
number of prominent archaeologists are now involved in the important 
task of interpreting results for a wide range of audiences in 
New Zealand. Nevertheless, the efforts need to be multiplied many 
times over before we can really claim to be successful. 

In compiling the list we have excluded many recent summary papers 
of interest which in our opinion were scholarly presentations aimed at 
a restricted audience rather than attempts at popular presentation 
designed to interest a largely non-archaeological readership. 
Newspaper articles have also been excluded. What we are certain of 
from the list, and from the more scholarly summaries, is that there is 
no longer any reason for those interested in or teaching about Maori 
prehistory to present the "standard" version of inaccurate and out­
dated views that were so prominent in the past. The New Zealand myth 
of Kupe, Toi and the Fleet dies hard; it will only get decent burial 
when replaced by a popular literature with other themes and views 
which reflect the current state of the art. 
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New Zealand jade: the story of greenstone. 
A.H. and A. W. Reed, Wellington. 

Mimiwhangata: Archaeological Report. 
Turbott & Halstead, Auckland . 

Opito and Otama Archaeological Report . 
The author, Perth. 

Archaeological sites in the Auckland Region. 
Auckland Regional Authority Planning 
Division, Auckland. 

Maungarei (Mount Wellington). Mount 
Wellington Borough Council, Auckland. 

Maori rock art. A.H. & A. w. Reed, 
Wellington. 

Prehistoric Maori fortifications in the 
North Island of New Zealand. Longman 
Paul, Auckland. 

Archaeology in the Wairarapa. Anthropology 
Dept, University of Otago. 

The Maori. Whitcombe & Tombs, 
Christchurch . 

The Polynesians, where did they come from? 
Price Milburn, Wellington. 

Jade Country. Jade Arts, Sydney. 

(Reprint). A picture guide to the 
volcanic cones of Auckland showing 
geological and archaeological features. 
Auckland Institute and Museum, Auckland. 

Buchanan, John Duncan Henry, 1902-1961. 
The Maori history and place names of 
Hawke ' s Bay . A.H. & A. w. Reed, 
Wellington. 
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Comparatively speaking. University of 
Otago, Dunedin. 

People and plants in prehistory. 
Resource Units , Heinemann Educational 
Books, Auckland. 

Is there a future for New Zealand's past? 
N.Z . Archaeological Association, 
Christchurch. 

Marlborough Sounds Archaeological Survey. 
Canterbury Museum, Christchurch. 

Port Underwood Archaeological Survey. 
Canterbury Museum, Christchurch. 

Prehistoric rock art of New Zealand. 
A.H. & A. W. Reed, Wellington. 

(revised edition). The Changing Land: 
a short history of New Zealand. 
Longman Paul, Auckland. 

Maori artefacts: more safeguards needed. 
Consumer, 90: 308-11 . 

"Protecting historic places and trees" 
pp. 47-53 in The New Zealand 
Conservation Handbook. Heinemann 
Educational Books, Auckland. 

"A prehistoric Maori settlement, Lake 
Mangakaware, Te Rore" in D. H. Goodale 
(ed.), The Waikato,man and his 
environment. Pub. 2 , Waikato Branch, 
N.Z. Geographical Society, pp. 27-29. 

"The archaeologist and planned development, 
Town Planning Quarterly, 30: 12-15. 

"Prehistoric man and his environment" in 
D. H. Goodale (ed.), The Waikato, man 
and his environment . Pub. 2, Waikato 
Branch, N.Z. Geograph. Soc., pp. 20-26. 
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"Early man in New Zealand", New Zealand 
Heritage , part 2, pp. 29-32. 

"Days of the Maori" in Sayers, R. and 
Dumbleton, E. (eds), Takapuna. 
Takapuna City Council , Auckland, 
pp. 9-12. 

"Preserving New Zealand's prehistoric 
heritage", New Zealand Parks and 
Reserves, 4 (2): 46-49. 

"An introduction to New Zealand prehistory" 
in Mansergh, G. D. (ed.), The 
New Zealand Quaternary, an introduction. 
IXth INQUA Congress, Christchurch, 
pp. 47-59. 

"Discovery" in Ian Wards (ed.), 
New Zealand Atlas. Government 
Printer, Wellington. 

"Diving for Maori Artefacts", Dive, 11, 
No. 1: 12-13. 

"Pas and redoubts today", New Zealand 
Heritage, Part 40, pp. 1111-1116. 

"Who is a Maori?" in Jim Siers and 
Jim Henderson, The New Zealanders. 
Millwood Press, Wellington, 
pp. 212-214. 

1974 "The Maori and plants", New Zealand's 
Nature Heritage, l: 182-187. 

1971 "The great fleet and Maori traditions", 
New Zealand Heritage , Part 2, 
pp . 37-41. 

1973/ 4 "Fishing tackle in New Zealand a thousand 
years ago", Kilwell Sporting Catalogue. 
Rotorua: pp. 57-9. (Out of print) 

1974 "Man's use of nature: Pre-European (1) 
The first 500 years", New Zealand 
Nature Heritage, 1: 117-122. 
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"Man ' s use of nature: Pre-European (2) 
The last 500 years" , New Zealand 
Nature Heritage, 2: 164-169. 

1974/5 "Fishing lures in prehistoric New Zealand", 
Kilwell Sporting catalogue. 
Rotorua: pp. 27-31. (OUt of print). 

1973 "Maori Rock Drawings - Pictures from 
the past", N.Z. Motor World, 38 (2): 
16. 

1974 "Identifying archaeological sites", in 
Landscape. Lands and Survey Dept, 
Wellingt on. 

1974 "Survey on D'Urville Island emphasises 
need for protection of archaeological 
sites", Forest and Bird, No. 193, 
pp. 2- 6 . 

1976 "New Zealand ' s archaeology ..• a sky 
high look", NAC's New Zealand, No. 76 , 
pp. 8-9 . 

1971 "Polynesian ancestors settle the Pacific", 
New Zealand Heritage", Part 2, 
pp. 33-36. 

1975 "Settlement of the Maori in New Zealand", 
in James Siers and Jim Henderson, 
The New Zealanders. Millwood Press, 
Wellington, pp . 205-211. 

1972 "Government steps in on Artefact Trade", 

1973 

1971 

1971 

Te Maori, 2, No . 6: 27-29. 

"A future for our prehistoric past", 
Te Awatea, 1: 17-21. 

"Paa sites and scoria", Home and Building, 
34, No. 2: 32-7. 

"Diversity in early Maori architecture", 
Home and Building, 33, No. 12 : 11-13. 



WALLS , l<. E. 

WARD, G. K. I G. s. PARK 
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"New Zealand History, Archaology and 
Site Conservation", in First 
New Zealand Whole Earth Catalogue. 
Alister Taylor, Wellington, 
pp . 137-8. 

"Preservation of prehistoric sites: 
conserving our prehistoric 
environment", N.Z. Environment, 3, 
No. 2: 16- 19. 

NOTE: The preceding list is not ·definitive. The authors would be 
pleased to receive notice of errors or omissions for future 
reference. 




