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NOTES AND NEWS 

Historic Places Trust ar chaeo l ogist Bruce NcFadgen has been awarded 
his Ph.D. from the Geology Department, Victoria University of Wellington, 
for a thesis entitled ."Environment and Archaeology in New Zealand". 
Foss Leach and Janet Davidson have been on a whirlwind over seas t rip which 
included attending the Fourteenth Pacific Science Congress at Khabarovsk 
in the Soviet Union, from 20 August to 5 September. 

Neville Ritchie, who is based a t Cromwell as Trust a r chaeol ogist 
attached to Clutha Valley Development, will be carrying out fiel dwor k for 
two periods this summer. In the period 5 November - 21 December he will 
be excavating sites i n the Cromwell Gorge , whi le in the new year, 7 January 
- 29 February, he will be excavating the Cromwell ' Chi natown ' which dates 
from gold-rush days, and completing a field survey of the Lake Roxburgh 
area. Anyone interested in working with Neville should get in touch 
with him. 

Association members are as ked to note th~t the old Christchurch Post 
Office box number and the even older Wellington box number no longer 
operate as addresses for Association mail. The Post Office will not be 
responsible for forwarding mail for more than a few months . The present 
address f or most mail is: 

The Secretr ry, 
N. Z. A. A., 
Anthropology Department, 
Univer sity of Auckl and , 
Private Bag, 
Auckland. 

In addition, addresses of the President , Treasurer, Newsletter Edi tor a nd 
Site Recording Co-ordinator are given in each issue of the Newsletter . 

The Queen 's Birthday weekend mini-conference next year will be in 
Palmerston North and will be or ganised by Davi d Butts . David , incident­
ally, writes to s ~y t hat he would be deli ghted t o see fellow...archaeol­
ogists at t he Manawatu Museum at any time should they be visiting Palmer­
ston North. 

Jim NcKinlay writes , "The Historic Placf's Amendr::ent Act 1975 provides 
the legal basis for the protection o~ ar ch~eologi cal si tes tnr oughout New 
Zeal:m d. But the ultimate str ength of any kw can be discover ed only 
when it i s tes ted i n a court of l aw. The Tr us t has recently faced its 
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f i r s t cruciP. l l e;;.:l t es t of i t s 1975 ::ct . 

In :::i:: 1978 1. case o:' e:o::t en:-ive da::iage to a ~ si te in Te.r a naki 
w~s r eported tot~~ ':'::-ust by a =embe r o:' its Ta ranaki Regional CoC!Illittee. 
I nitill l i nvesti,:-,t::.ons , a si t e visi t , -.nd discu~sio:1s ,:i t h -:he l andowner 
i ndicated :t~t - s u fficiently s trone cnse c culd be mnde t o just i f y a 
pros,.,c ·.1 tion. ':'!"a ,:, cnse ;:as heard i n New Pl ~outh 16- 17 '.i·.c:· 1979 , J, con-
victio"l i·ms enter e'i - r-, i n:it the defen:iant , ._.,ho ·,:as fined $200. 

':'h o:? l "n-1:.wner h:id d,:rn.ged the site , a ring- di t ch pp.a , ~:hen he bull-
do7ed th P. land to nre:,Dre 0 , pl a t fo rt: for a new hous e . The Trust ,ras 
:~l e to show t~·· t the defendant h~d been a war e t hat t~is w~= tn o ld 
l·'.a::,ri ~ ~ite , t::at he ;1;;.s awar e of the Trus t Act 1.nd i t s i··pl i cations 
fe r- la~rJowner s ... nd tl:- t he hr d co,:::li s sioned t he ear thi·•or ks t o be done . 
That t~e :- ite ,ms ~or-e than 100 years ol d ,•a s de:r.ons trated :::~· an 1865 
sur vey ; l an on which the .12!!.!! •rs rna r .ced . And o:' ~cur se no authority to 
modify thF. r-itn hnd been obtained f r om t he Trus t . 

!: •:ill not esc'lne the obs cr·.,-,nt t ha t t r. e /,c t f a::. l ed to -:irotect 
thi " p.1. r tic1J l n r s::. te . In this ::-cn0e , all :rr os ecuti ons , ~·hether s ucce::-s-
ful or not , a r e fai l ures . 3ut 1+ l e·s t i t ha s been de:nor s':r "lted pub-
lic l y +h~t the Tr ust 'ct is e'.'lfor ceable . Eowever Ke do need =ore act ive 
pub l ic education pro r-r a-=es to incr ease public understandi ne of the need 
t o pr ot ec t our dwi ndlin~ r esource of a rch1eo loe ics l s i t es . The case has 
n l so -ler:,onst rated :r.e '.:ey r ole ph ·,ed in ::. ite pr otection by tr.e public a t 
lar ge in r enortinG cases of :::ite dnma&e , bei ng pr eyJ r ed to essis t in t he 
col l ec t ion of evidence c,-:d t o ar:pe11r in court to present the evidence ." 

Cneone ~ (N109/12) wns on the left b'lr.k of t !':e Ur enui River, just 
north of tr.e town. ;.. ni cture of the sit e ::is it wa s in 1975 is a:::ong t he 
pho t ocr ,phs i r. tr. i s iss ue . 

T~-:o m,jor :,ew en l ,".~d c. r cha eol or-i cal public:. t i o:1s have recently 
a npe, r ed . ? r el:istoric ::::.n i n :?allis er 3c.y edited 'cy Fos s Lea.ch and 
Helen Le:ic r. h~,o been published by the Ha tiona l i·.useu.m c.s their- Bulletin 
!lumber 21 . T!:e '::ook conta.ins f ourteen papers : y Ot ago U:-, i versity 
t:t rch '.leolog i s t s b·isod on t he ·.-1- ::. r a r npa fi eld wor k of 1969- 72 . There a re 
272 p£tges in the vol =e which cos ts S12 - Sllr ely eood buying a t t oday ' s 
prices . It is ;,.-.,a: 1~.bl e f r o::i t he '!a t iona l ::::isew:i . 

The s ecor.:: i::-rort~.nt "'d d :. t io:1 to oc1r ?. :-c!':~eol o-icn l li teratur e i s 
Vol w::e 1 of t!:e ::cw zc~.1::nd Jcur r1al of ·'. r ch :: eo lccy . ':'his i s nubli!'ihed 
cy t!:e :; • ·. ,,LI, . in :.::.socic. tion · ·i th the llni ve:-si t y of Ct ego - r.d i s 
:'i!'J, r.ced 'oy ~r-:nts : r o::- the ?:ew i:enl -nd '!l i s toric ? laces Tr u:::t , the Barv 
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of New Zea l and o.nd the Deoar tnent of I nternal Affairs . The first i ssue 
has about 170 pages and i;cludes papers of a wide variety of topics of 
archaeological interest . Credit is due to Jill Ha~el , Journ~l editor, 
and Foss Leach , business manager, for the gre" t amou.'lt of ,,ork put into 
production of the Journal , and a lso to Aileen Fox who in 1977 raised again 
the question of a j ournal and who carr ied the day despite t he pessimists . 

The new edition of New Zeal~nd Archaeology: a site recor ding hand­
book has recently been published by the Association as :·lonocr aph Number 
To:- Publication was made possible by the generous assistcnce of the 
Histor ic Places Trust . The handbook is edited by John Daniel s with 
sections by Aidan Challis on research design in site recording , Nigel 
Prickett on historical a rchaeology and Bruce NcFadgen on surveying for 
site recor ding. The new edition clarifies tt.e present co- operation be­
tween the Associa tion ' s si te recording scheme and the new Trust r egister 
of archaeologi cal s i tes , and it a lso paves the way for metri ca tion of the 
site recording scheme as the new metric maps become avai l able. 

The handbook is availabl e from Anne Geeler. , N. Z. A. A. Treasurer , 
d/- P. O. Box 12255 , ':lellington, and from Aileen Fox , n . z . A.A. Sales Manager, 
Auckland Museum, Private Bag, Auckl and , from whom Aux:kland --embers in 
particula r mi ght find it more convenient to or der . The price is $7 .00 
pl us 25c post~ge ($1 . 00 postage overseas) . · 

Mi chael Tr otter and Bever ley McCulloch have pr oduced another of their 
excellent ser ies of booklets on loca l a r chaeo l ogy in the norther n South 
Island. Prehi stor y at Cl arence Br idge is published by thP. Kaikoura 
Coastal Reser ves Boar d and f ollows the format of previous booklets having 
24 pages well illustr ated •,iith photographs and drawings . The authors gi ve 
br ief outlines of an early 1''.oa- hunter site a t the river mouth , two s:nal l 
~ sites just north of the r iver and an inter esting nrea of garden walls 
and pi ts on the coastal pl atf orm north of the r iver. 

Miehe.el wr i tea that in line with previous Kar l borough ~ounds bookl ets 
Prehi s t ory a t Cl a r ence Br idge was written at the r equest of and specific­
a lly for the l ocal residents who put up the money to pay f or the printi ng. 
He adds that copies are avail able at $1 ezch f r om the author s , the noney 
going into a fund to pay for si~ilar future public tions . 

The lis t of these small booklets is now as follows : 
M. Tr otter , Ear lborou1th Sounds .~r chaeologi ca l Survey 1974, C"nterbury 
Museum , 1974 . 24 pp. 
}: . Tr otter , Per t Ur.der1·1ood Ar chneol ogico.l Survey, "Publisr.cd for the r esi­
dents of Port 1::ide:rwood , t!:e !·larl bor o'.leh Histor ical :;cciP. t ~, 2.:id the 
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Marlbor ough Sounds Hari time Park Board", 1 975. 20 pp. 
N. Trotter, Titirangi Arcr.aeoloc;y: an interim renort , Narlborough Sounds 
Eari :ime Park :Soa rd , 1977 . 20 pp. 
!·i . 'i'rotter and B, NcCulloch , Prehis t ory at Cl arence Bridge , Kaikoura 
Co-sta l ~eserves Board, 1979. 24 pp. 

It is no coofort to l earn thnt the l ooting of archaeological sites 
for art efacts i;oes on in p.:1rts of t he world other than New :::ealand. Nary 
Newman has recently wr itten of a visi t to the famous Br i tish Iron Age 
s ite of Ea iden Castle where she saw first- hand how bad is the situation 
with metal detectors in Engl and . 

"We arrived t here about 9 a . m. (bef ore the hordes) and spent the 
best part of two hours wa lking ar ound . As we were leaving we came 
across sooe people with a r:1etal detector near the entrance! It bleeped 
loudl y and out caoe a garden trowel and they started to dig. I couldn ' t 
believe my eyes e nd asked them (as casually a s I could) if they had per­
mission since there ;;ere notices around saying it was an o:fence to destroy 
the site etc . Their answer was that they had be permission of the 
ouseum and any finds woul d go to the museum! Well, there was nothing I 
coulc. do but I fumed all the way back to the ouseum in Dorchester where I 
r eported it . Five mi nutes l .<!.ter we were on our way back to r:iaiden 
Castl e with the curato= to see if t hey were still there. Unfortunately 
there was no one a t 'the s cene of the crime' and we did another fast 
r ounc. of the site cut they had gone. Actua lly they had been found 
di gging by t wo DOE (Depar t1:1ent of t he Environment) workmen who'd told 
them to leave t he site. Appare~tl y it was not the f i rst tine people 
with met al detectors have been found on the s ite a nd it is quite possi ble 
they f ound coins which can be 1- 2 feet deep. " 

In t he l ast issue , 
Raoul I sla~d artefacts . 
ad ze fragoent 7cm long. 
6cm long. 

s ca les wer e o:nitted from the two photographs of 
The Plate 3 adze is 15cm in length with the 
The imitation wha l e tooth pendant (Plate 4) i s 



PERCY SMITH MEDAL 

NOTES & NEWS. Oneone paa (N109/ 12) May 1975. 




