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det:Ul ed examiretion but we rray note here the presence of Kuri and 
Tua tara both from Layer III si ruations. 

The aren. excavated ,-;as vecy small in rel a tion t o t he t otal area 
of the site (prob abl y at l east 8 acr es) and no firm gener&isations 
can be dn1\m. The evidence, hCITTever , seems sufficient to suggest 
tentatively: 

1) Tm t it i s lJOSsi ble to recognise lccally in the a rea excav­
ated, four distinct phases of occupation and that the evidence sugg­
ests th:-.t they are spread over n pr ol onged period ·:f ~1e.'i'he evi d­
ence obtained f r om the •;rorld..ng floor on the beach front of the site 

iz.'.:ia..J .. ~.,that the eo.rlie st occupati:;;n cannot be muc,h l ater t han 
1300 A.D. , and the sum of the evidence which cannot be argued here 
in full that it may b e substantially earlier . 

2) That Layer III occupation at l east is ' Archa:ilc ' in cultural 
terms, and sho·.-:s str ong par all el s t o t he earlier phl'..se of occupati on 
a t Sarah' s Gully • 

It is clea r t hat the site i s one of gn;at ihterest and of s ome 
i mportance und it i s to be hoped t hat the Soci ety v:ill a t some not 
t oo distant future date be abl e t o r e sume its expl or ation • 

NOTES FROM THE AUCKLJJID MUSEUM by V. F . Fisher 

On March 19, 1960, the extensions t o the Auckla nd War Memorial 
Museum were officially opened by His Excellenc y , the Governor-Gcner­
o.J. , the Viscount Cobham. So the Hall of Memories and the '\7ar Trophy 
Ibllz wer e opened t o the public, and some of the natural history 
hclls rc-opene(~. • On the ground floor c. ner: addition -- t he Hall 
of Oceanic Ne.vigution -- y;us also thrmm open t o visitors. As its 
ne.me i.l:lplics , this ne\7 set::ti cn c.1.i splays a representative series of 
csr.c¢s fro~ the Pacific Islands. The plan f or a specio.l hall to 
house Oceanic cDnoes wo.s of l ong- s t anding , and so sl o.-,ly, over tho 
years, canoe e.ft e r c anoe v.:as added to the collection. 

\!i thin the restrictions and limitati ons of a l a r ge hcl.l , an 
attempt has been made t b gi. ve a hint of t he Pl'..cific atmosphere by 
the use of sand, tropical plants, shells nnd driftwood. But it is 
the canoes themselves tho.t are important, for each i s clifft:rent, and 
all i mpel attenticn. be c ause of beauty of form, pride of craftsman­
ship , nnd c onstnictional details. Seve ral issues of the Nev.sl etttr 
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portrc.yed on the front cover c. s ketch of en adze. This re::\inds 
us that all canoes of the Pacific c.rea were the pro&l.ct cf 
sld.lled o.rtisans wielding either stone or shell o.dzes. 

Pride of pl ace is tiven to ~ Tikopinn outrigger c::i.noe, 
c ompl ete \7ith Pc1vhnus s:-i:!. . This scil ";"-s rigged by f -:iur- ~iko­
piun men , uh:; spent s _re tll!le in i.ucklmd o. fe·,7 years ago. Fer 
r ecompense they chcsc fish- hooks , plane blades, axes, and other 
items co.rcfully selected :\t o. l c.rge h::-.rd\1are stor e . 

Ne~1ly is o. small stiling ~oe from the Gilbert Islc.nds, 
me.de by Tern Mo. tc.ng of To.rn•1c. , '•:hi ch co.me to the }.~uscurn in 19 5 5. 
Like the Tikopio.n cc.n -e it is fully rigged \."i th c.. ne e.Uy plai tcd 
P :-Jl<.l ... "..nus snil. (}:d.ng t o the short=-..gc 1f tinber in the Gilberts , 
ir.portcd \'!Ood h<'..s been used f o r the hull planks, but nc.tive tim­
bers ·.;1er<; CT.1ploycd f er <'.11 other portions 0f tho cc.nee . For the 
f'l on.t the brc:-.clf' uit, te mi, v;ru; selected; for t.h.e crutch S.l.pp­
ort f or the steering pndcllo c. reddish coloured 'l70od te ngio. 
(P0mnhis o.cic~ulc.) was chosen; nnd the \.'l:1ite woc d of the knne:r.m 
(C0r di:l subcorcl::.to.) f er n Si""".ill section :- t the bOIT , \7hil c the 
m"..st nnd steering po.<ldlc o.re of coconut ·:·o::id. Ben.ring the name 
T0 l.ng ni ~oi (the fcir ,·1ind), this cnn··c vro.s eo.ilcd on the 
'IT" itcrmt a furb c.ur by 'b.-1..., Gilbcrtcsc student teachers in 1957 in 
~rrlcr t o dem0)nstro.te its so.:iling cbilitics . 

Two smn.11. outrigger ~noes with :-. htill he;-m fran o. single 
tree c cme frc:m S~c~ nnd R~ntongo.. From J~tiu in the Cock Islands 
i s o. l arbc double cn.noc ( vo.ko. kate~) boo.ring the poetic nrune 
Tc Ki va o t o Rn.ngi or ' the bl uc dome of t he heavens ' • One hull 
tl~t on the port si~C , is shorter then the other , und so serves 
the purpose of tho fl oat en nn outrigi_scr c~noe. The hulls of 
Tl".mnnu (Cl'.10nhyllum inophullum) c.re not hollowed cut of single 
lc0[ s , but consist of sections of four trun!cs securely lo.shed 
t c,gc.ther . 

Si.kn.inn~ or :: ~C"./:'.\rt Islnnc1 contributes n fine outrigger 
c c.nae (wa.k.'.l) of a type paddled on the l a.goon or in the vicinity 
of thu reef. Its l ong, narro:; hull , f ashicned from z.. single trce­
trunk, has a. no.shstr~ke l ('.she<l finn.ly in p osi t:ion. Secured to 
tho b ooms cf the fl oo.t o.re a series c f l ight stringers which p 
provide a lnrgo pl o.tform. 

Solcmon Islnnd co.noes are w0ll roprescntcd by six ple.nk­
built cxar.iples , including t>-10 f'rcm Bukc, o.n<l one eo.ch frcm Ysabel 
a.n2 Ulawn. The exteri or of the Ys~bcl canoe hull is c overed ·with 
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the s o-called ' putty- nut' (Parinarium~. The kernel Jf .. this ngt is 
reddish-brown in colcur when applied, but it quickly chC)ll[;GS to black 
and sets ver-y hard. An attractive decorative effect is produce~ by 
inserting pearl-sheJJ. inlay t c portray the frigate bird. The scintill­
ating pearl- shell foros a marked contrast to the black back- gr ound 
of Parinarium cement . Both llGU and stern a re c r narnented ;-,-j_ th v,rhi te 
Ovulum shells., A smtll , light , plnnk canoe from Bukn.. ms a painted 
design of h\.l!!rul fc..ces executed in r ed and black. 

The whole of the s outh .-:.::Ul is cec orated with a map mural of t he 
Pacific Islands, thus embling visitors t o l c.catc the area where the 
conces were used. Such, then, is a brie f s ketch 0f the Hall of 
Oceanic l'favi gn.ti on, l'. h:.ul which d:i:splays the w'.ltercraft 0f the Pacif­
ic. In some small me;e.sure it doe s justice t o the Oceanic se.ilors 
';!ho , in sint;le .:: r double c.."..11oe , or ml'.ybe in 0...."1 outrigger, v oyaged from 
island tc island, expl ored the coastline of their own islands h_,roe, 
or perhaps merely went a-fishing. 

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNG ,i.RCH:"..EOLOGIST by H. J .R. Br orm. 

~rchaeolo6ists and teachers thrcu;hout Kew Zealand ~re often 
asked by children f er bo0ks en a rchaeol ogy. The follovtini:; i s a list 
of books f ound t o very readable , '1ell illustrated, and , in most in­
stances , re[,s orie.bly priced. (The prices: quoted a re approximn.te for 
New Zen.land . 

The Puzzle of the Past (The •.::'onderffil. \:orld of .hrchaeol ogy); Ronald 
J essup, Rathbone Books , London, 1956. Price 15/-

Seventy large , well illustrated pa[;es c over many e;eneral c.s­
pects of arch:l.eol ogy. written by a pro.ctictl , experienced a rhaeolc­
bist, the beak is divideG into. five chapters. ' The Pa st sets· a Prob­
lem! introduces the sub j ect, and f ollovr.i.nb chapters are headed, 
'Preserving the Clues 1 , 'Utearlhing History 1 , 'Methods and Science 1 , 

and l astly, 1 The Past Ha s a Future '. 

The coverage is e,Teo.t : "Dragon Bones", Tree ring chronology, 
the ~Jrk of C. J.Thomsen (firs t cura t or of the Danish national nrchD..e­
ol o;;;ic al collection) , Dr. Ho·.1ard Carter and Tutruikho.rnen, aerial photo­
gro.phy, area excavation, unclerno.ter archq.eol oi;y, first- a id in the 
fi eld, Cc..rbon ·14 and the Fil tdmm fort,ery are some of the sub j ects 
dealt with in a general, elementary c.nd accurate manner. This work 
is by fo.r the best book f or children. 




