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EDITOR--IN- CHIEF: R. J. Se a rle t t , Canterbury Museum, Ch ristchurch. 
EDITOR for this is sue : Pe t e r Ga thercole, Keeper i n A::tth ropology, 

u t ago Museum. 

DEAR FELLOW- DIGGERS , 

This issl1.c i s pr.-. iucec'l. j y Pe t sr Ga·~hercol e a11c. Ota go . Ma~' 
i t at leo. :: t eq_uo.~ t he L canda1·.:! se ·i; in the l as t b y S'QC Hi r sh 
and Auckland. As EdiJ.:;:.2- i n --chief , I f'el t re a l __ y p2.e a sed 
with t he.t is sue. The iuea of regional issues, whici1. came 
from J a ck Golsonj i s & re r y good one j e.nd the ~Tewsletter is 
at last be c oming so~e~ .ing neare r what I h a d b~ped, for 

• much bette r the.n v1hen :I h ad to do i t o.11 rnysel -2, b~ cause the 
peop::!.e v:ho p!'omj sed. m ... _: ont .. ::l bu ti '."·nG d i d :i:i.o ·;; r:-:-oduce themo 

Last i ssue , I m: 11tj.oncr. the worl.;: _!vhi ch Roge :r:- Creer. had done 
'for and wi th use Thi s time I say ~ pe r sonally, a nd on beha l f 

of a ll of u s who know c..nd love them , He.ere r a a nd Gqd.speed 
:· t o Roge r and Ka ye, who departed for the P a cific on June 1 Oth., 

May they h av e a ver y s ucce ssful time , a nd may they r e turn to 
u s before very long. We need them. 

A NOTE FROM OTAGO: 

R. J. SCARLETT, 
EDITOR- IN- CHIEF. 

This numbe r i s ma inly conc e rned with Confe r ence (fully 
r epo rted by R. J. s.), b11t , fol l owing the pattern set by Sue 
Hirsh in the l a st issue, we have included a s the other major 
item a n a ccount by Micha e l Trotte r of his work in North 
Otago . Mr. Trotte r i s a f a rmer, and h a s been digging in 
the area :fo r a numbe r o f ye a rs, h is work b e ing a mode l of' 
ca r e f'ul exc av a tion. In the South of the P r ovince , Le slie 
Lockerbie h as been excavatin g again a t Pounawea 
(s 184/486975) and P apa towai (S 184/305865), . as well a s 
c a rrying out surve y work a t a number of' other coas t a l s ites 
ne a rby, (Ta~tuku , King ' G Rock, Pill an ' s Beach, Long Point, 
J a ck ' s Bay , Hina Hina , Fal se Island, Canniba l Bay and 
Sandy Bay) . . At Pounawe a , he reports the r e covering of 
interesting stratigraph~ c and cultural da ta simil a r to 
tha t a lready outlined to the Associ a tion. A like 
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c onfirma tion of existing conclusions was made a t 
P apa t owai, where a further s e ction was e xcava t ed. This 
ex t ended t o a depth of about e i ght f eet, a nd moa-bones 
and. a r tifa cts we r e obta i ned from clearly d.e.f'incd st::.~at si .• 
Mr . Lo ckcrbie will be we ll- known to membe r s , a nd the 
importance o f t he se sites in the s·i:.udy of t he Moa- · 
hunte r Culture hardly needs s tressing. 

This is a time fo r cone5.de rable grc\·v:h in Ota go-. ·· ·T'ne· 
Museum extension i s ·under viay 9 Anthr opo l ogy is ue i ng 
t a u gh t again in the Unive r s ity , and peopl e a re coming 
f or wa rd !'or our digging pr og1•amme next summer , 
o r ganised soon (we p r opose) as a prope r gr oupQ While 
it woul d be a mi sta ke, I f eel, t o make each issue of 
the Newsl ette r so l ely a progress r e port frot.l each of 
the f our centres , we hope to be able t o te~: of yet 
mor·e inte r estir..g de\Tel oprncnts next yea r o 

P. G. 

MEMBEgS DO I NGS: 
Twenty-two membe rs of the Cante rbury Museum 
Archaeol ogica l Club had a succe ssful d i g a t Wairau Bar, 
unde r t he l eade rship of Dr. R. S. Duff and Mr . Al an 
Eyl es. This, I hope , wi ll be reported fully in the 
Cante rbury i ssue . 

J ohn Ya l dwyn a nd Ren Sca rle tt spent a f ew happy days 
after Confe r ence , e xcav a ting Moa and smal l bi r d bones 
from c av e s and r ock-shelte rs, with ·our h o s t , Bill 
Ha rtree , 3 0 mil es from Napie r. Th is, although h ot 
directl y archaeol ogical wo rk, does i mp i n ge upon it, 
be cause Moa an d o t he r b ird s occur i _n some of our 
si t e s, and the mo r e we l earn of t hem, the be tter we 
a r e a bl e t o inte rpre t the a rchaeol ogica l mat e rinlo 

R. J. S. 

------- - - -- - --
REl?O RT ON CONFEPENCE: 

This ye a r ' s Confe r ence a t Ro t orua wa s a goo d one . Afte r 
r egi st r a tion and morning t e a·, in St • . J ohn ' s Ha l l, Dr. 
R. S. Duff spoke t o us on Archaeol ogy and tht=:: __ Mao ri 
Peo_pl~u He mentj.oned the expl o s i ve e xpans i on of' t he 
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three p r evi ous succes sful Con fe r e nces a t Auckland~ 
Dunedin and Wh a n gc.nJi. 1'he r e was a danGer of menb e r s r 
~J..1. thusinsm outr·Jn ni!J.g t h e ir t r ain ing , a n d i;he re f o r e t he 
purpo se o f t he Conf<.- rer:.c0 to der1onstra t e fi e l d meihocls 
a t the e xcav nti ons _•. t Pako t o r e , and t o inculca t e en 
a rchae ol ogical eth i 1 was a g ):)Q on e . Vie C.id r!o t \'I i sh 
the As so ciati0n · t o ;.-·9a·.vr:.. o. hordt; o f p!.'i'iat c curic· -h·mt~rb 
i n t he ol d sc 1 ~sc o . ~0 W3lco:n3cl ·:: ~8 a cti:m ._r' the Counc :Ll 
in r e quiring .. 1embe r .;1 t o sii:;n ths c thice.l clc cl o.ra1~i J nc 

Afte r a hundr e d y ea-.:s of' s e t t l ement, t he .I> ~teha. m2. j o rity 
wa s becoming awa r e ,f our hi story , an d a lsv of Mao ri 
histo ry. At the· pr•J sent th e .P.B.}cc.J.~.§: was i n C.e ecl a ctual l y 
r ev e r s 2.ng t he pro c c..;s b y whic:r_ the i' i :r:-s t c:. 1orat 2.cn 
caused the f!1n. ori t :; be ac;hnm3C1. o r -cBi: 1 }n~t,. 8. ~_ ,1 sc~kir~ 
T O u..-ido the effect s of t he ea. r J. i e:.. .... r '3 :i,n-a ssj. :-n 1 b-u:; i n 
the me antime a g r e a G deal o1' lfaori kncw~_eJgz ho.G. bGen 
l o st because of' the earli e r a tti tucle . Typ ica l o:f ·cha t 
ol d a ttitude was the prescription of t he Mao ri l a n guage 
in publ ic prima ry school s until the 1930 ' s . He nce the 
present shortage of t eachers o f MaJ rio 

A truly n a ti onal New Zealan d culture h a s n o t ye t 
deve l oped, but it will be d istinctive , unique , a n d 
important t o the ex t ent tha t we al l ow the Maori genius 
t o c ._mtribute t o it, Archa e ol ogy is a particul a r a spe ct 
of our n a ti .Jn a l life where t he Mao ri genius will c ome 
into its own. 

If a rcha e ol ogica l site s a r e t o be r egar ded a s pe r h a ps 
the mo st impo rta nt part o f' the n a tion a l h e rit uge which 
will s hape the New Z~aland culture of' t omorrow, it is 
obvi Jus t h a t the y b t l on g in a s peci a l an u pe culia r sense 
t o the Maori people~ arrl the Maori a r e entitl ed t o 
p r o t est if the y a r e desecra t ed o r want only inte rf'e r ed 
with by persons n o t acting in the public o r n a tio n a l 
inte r e st. At the Sft.n e time ~ without t he light thrown 
by a rcha e ol ogica l ir• vesti gatL.m ~ Mao ri hi st.J ry r emains 
shor t , d i s t o r ted an? c onfused. 

-



4. 
As an e xampl e of t he vagueness of tradition, Dr. 
Duff dealt with the Moa . Un t i l Owen i n 1839 
r e ve aled its f orme r exi s t ence, no Mao ri tradition 
volunte rred i nf0r mat i on a.b out i t. Aft e r t ha t, 
v ague allusion s t o t he Moa , Manuwhaka t au or 
Kuranui we r e remembe r ed , e . g . Ka nga r o i t e ng a r o 
a t e moa ( l o s t a s t he moa i s l o s t); Te Kor omi ko 
ko r a kau i t unua a i t e moa ( Kor omi ko i s t he 
-f irewooJ. t he moa was cooked wi t h ) an,1 Je m.Q.Q_ lrn) 
hau ( the wi nd- e a ting moa). 

From t r adition a l one it wa s i mpo ssi b l e t o t e ll 
whe t he r the Moa was killed i n p r e -Flee t t i me s 
in t he North I s l and , which supplied mo s t u' t he 
r e f e rence s, a nd Tregear pl au s i bl y a r gued t ha t 
these r e f erence s were t o t he dome st i ca t ed f owl of 
Pol ynesia , s t i ll ca l led Moa in the islands . 

Without a rchaeol ogy , we could have a r gued f o re ve r 
whe t her t re Moa wa s o r was not killed by man. 
Archaeol ogy had , h owever, demon s tra t ed that the 
Moa was hunted by man. Mos t of t he site s known 
which prove d. t his we r e in the South I sl and , but 
wo rk a t p re sent in the North Islan~ wa s attempt
ing t o demon stra t e moa - hunting the r e. 

It was mor e cliff icult t o de cide whet he r the Moa
hunte r culture d iffe r ed from the 18th century 
Maori , chiefl y be ca u se of a f a l s e inte r pre t a tio n 
g ive n t o a doub tful tradition ( ve r y d~ubtful 
indeed! Editor ) introduced ab )u t 1913, which 
sa i d t ha t t re f irst se ttle r s in New Zeal and wer e 
Mel ane s i ans, variou sl y known a s Marui wi, 
MJ u riuri or M,)o r iori, who we r e subsequently 
killed by the Polyne s i ans. Cre dit f or s co tching 
the Mel ane sia n myth goe s t o Dr. H.D. Skinne r of 
Otago Muse um, wh o showe d tha t t he Cha t ham Is. 
(Moriori) peopl e were peculia rly Polyne s i an , with 
a culture allied t o easte rn, r athe r than we ste rn 
Polynesi a . Dr. Skinne r an:i Mes s rso D. Teviot dal e 
an d L. Locke rbie had demonstra t ed tha t the rich 
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Otago pre- fl eet · sites contained no Mel anesi an e lements, 
without sta ting whethe r the Oto.go Moa- Hunte r sites contain
ed a culture differi~g from the Otago culture of the l a t e 
s eventeen hlllldr eds. 

Jim Eyle s.' -..l iscove ry in 1939 of the Wairau Ba r site r esolved 
this difficulty by r evealing a culture sufficien t l y l ike 18th 
century Ma~ ri culture t J be r egar de d a s that of a peopl e 
essentia lly simil a r 1D the post-fl eet Maori, but rlifferent 
en·;ugh t o be conside r ed a s ancestra l and o rginating in pre
flee t times . This had been confirmed by r adio- ca rbon 
da ting , from wairau Ba r a nd oiago , which gave dat es fro~ 
the 11th t o the 16th century A.D. Thus arc~aeology had 
ope ned up a new , l on g . chapter in Mao ri p r ehistory. Nume r ous 
cl i scoverie s in the South I sland .ha ve since QOnf irmed . the 
exi s t ence of the se early Pol ynes i a n settl e r s, superb 
craftsmen, peaceful .fi sh e rs a n d f owl ers, with a highly 
mobil e sea- born culture . 

The Mao ri peopl e need no l onge r be se lf- conscious about . the 
pr e - f l ee t Tanga t a whenua, · now r evealed as a .pure Maori · 
stock fr om the Hawaiki which sent all Polynesian 
migrations t o New Ze aland- Tahiti. · 

. . -
Dr. Duff then sa i d tha t a l though ht? thought· thqt ·- post
fl ee t tradi tion~r shoill. U. 'b'E~· --t·re·a:te-a:-··wi tng reo. t respect, we 
could no t expe ct pre- Fleet traditions t o be s till a ccurate. 
He the n cleal t with the extinct swan .and eagl e traditions, 
but empha sised that a rchaeol ogy wa s no t ho stile _t o Maori 
tradition, its purpose be ing t o fill .::rnt and amplify ;it.; 

He quot ed Te Rang i Hiroa ' s r ema rks on the reconstructed 
Moa-hllllte r buri al fr )m Wairo.u Ba r , exhiQited at the 
Ca n t e rbury Mu seum, anc then deal t with t h e Muse um 
r e l a tions wi th the Rar1gi t a ne peopl e o.t lilo.i r au pa,- and 
the ir appr ehens ion s wt.<;n the y heard of' tho gr eat quantity 
of bones f ound a t Wo. l:i: i u Bo.1·. 'l'?-lese were l a t e r allayed 
when they f o lllld , on o. '.r i s i t in 1950 9 tha t "the bones were 
of rr.oo., dogr seal , o~ .:: , a.:nc1 i :10 -G t . .h3 purr1ose of t he 
excavations \'lD.F t .::> r·::·, 00.l c. J ost. c-:,..,p·0:er "'. "'.l t he ir 
ane;::s "Gors ' i1i s t ·J ry. :- ·nee ·~ . .hen, ·~1· .. ; •1 J.1.<.A v'v been E':l t5~J..ed 
0f Gll ;.°!.igs 5 ar1:::1. hove 1eetl J'ji:-·1!1 :lr·i..3n2.s t _-) c:xcavc.tiono 
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When Ma ori peopl e become o.ware of _ the ·s.cient ific ··i:md 
histo r ic pu r pose of excava tion, they can be counted 
on ·t q appr ove nnd participo. t e . They d r e making . 
i n crea s ing use of Muse ums a s r eposito r i es of tre 
Taonga ( Trea sures), be ing abl e t o ge t t h em. f or . 
f runily use· o.s r equi r ed , and the n r e turne d f or sa f e -

. keeping... Museums also safegu ard ca no"e s, meeting 
hou ses, e tc. , whi ch _mi gh t ot he rwi se have perished. 
The s i ght of t he Taonga , a nd the inspira ti on i t g i ves 
the descendant s of the maker s, r evive s the triba l mana. 

The recent Waita r a swamp di s coYe rie s of s t one - age ca rv
ing was t hen discussed. Such things were an inspir ation 
an d challenge t o the Maor i peopl e . Such h ildi. ng pl a ces 
shoul d be ope ned up on their i n itia t i ve and aut ho rity. 

The r e a r e t oo f ew a r eas in our life whe r e Maori peopl e 
can ex pr e s s t he ir na tive t a l ent and l eadersh ip, being 
mainly confined t o the Church, Tea ching , Sport and 
Popula r Music, but· in j oint a rchaeol ogical p r o jects a 
great fie l d i s opened up, with limitle s·s pos s ibilitie s 
f o r Maori leadersh~p. 

Mr. P. W. Ga the rcol e , of the Otago Mu seum, f ollowed Dr. 
DUff , speaking of Archaeol ogy a s a Qqientific 
Discipline. · 

He sai d tha t the same a rchaeol ogical principl e s we r e 
applied in Engl and a s the y would be during the 
~xcavations a t this Confe r ence . New Zeal and 
a rchaeol ogist s coul d l earn from mi~takes made in Engl and. 
Our r ecent Ha ndbook was i n advanc e or anything av a ilabl e 
in Engl and. New Zeal and a rchaeo l ogist s shoul d not be 
apol oge t i c about t he ir work. They had a l s o benefi t ed i n 
re c ent yea r s from visit s f r om Ame r ican coll eague s , and 
in s ome ways wer e more' awar e of t he wor k being done i n 
t h e New World, than wer e English a rchaeol og i s t s . 



7. 
A discussion on e thic s should be p r ofitabl e o Our appr oach 
t 0 a si t e shoul d be ethica l not only t o the Maori pe0pl e, 
but t o our a rchaeo l ogical c ulleagueso We should r ezrembe r 
tha t a sit e can only be dug once . All excav ation shoul J. be 
c arried out in an e thica l f ashion, anu systematic excava ti on 
and r e co r ding is fundamental. We must see the over a11 · 
si gnificance of our work, f o r we do no t h ave discipline f o r 
itself a l one . Archaeol ogica l method is a t e chnique f o r the 
re c~very of' vestig i a l r emains, not just a rtifacts, but 
l aye rs, stra tigr aphy, position, e tc., in which they are 
f ound. We do not re construct, but c 1nstruct an approach 
as nearly as possible t o the origina l . To s ome ex t ent, 
abstracti.)n anJ. the r e by a pro j ecti ::m of Our' own personality 
may creep in. 

He J.eal t with circumstances conditioning surviva l of our 
eviuence . We are limited historians, and cannot view pr e 
lite r a t e societies· with the completeness tha t we can 
hi s t oric socie ties. 

Mr. Ga thercol e illustrated his t a lk with sliJe s, beginning 
with one o f ~ stone build ing in I da Valley, Central Otago, 
the history of which i s known. Pointing out the v a ri:...1us 
ma t a ria l s of which it is rm. ue , he said tha t the approach 
t o it wa s essentially the same a s t o a rchaeol ogical evidence . 

The succeeding slide s, from New Zea l and an d ove rseas site s, 
illustra t ed the theme of Mr. Ga the rrole 's t a lk, anu dr ove 
home h~s points. 

The aft e rnoon sessi on begm with a talk on a r e cent 
" excava tion" by Mr. Frank Davis, a l so illustrated with 
slides. This alleged excavation, beginning with r e f e r ences 
t o t esting of' the si t e with pos thol e bor e r s, then $howing 
a sliJ.e of' a muadl ed trench, t~ough a shell heap , the n 
slides o f stra t a tilted d i agonally, while the inte rpre t ation 
wa s in t e rms of an a rtificia l horizontal horizon , soon 
caused some of us who know the work of Frank, anJ. Wal 
I~mbro se, who wa s alle ged t o h ave t aken pa rt in it, t o 
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sus~ect a ve r y dark-complexioned gentleman in the wood
pil e . It wa s, of course, a hoax, designed t o. t e st 
archaeol ogica l knowl edge , and t o show s ome of the things 
we shoul d not d0. I think, frum comment s maue , tha t 
s ome pe ')pl e we r e t a ke n in. I ' m not su r e that the 
experiment wa s a success, but, anyway, congratula ti·ons 
t o Frank f o r keeping a stro. i ght f a ce .luring the whol e 
performance . · 

Aft e r tha t little amusement, we had the fina l t a lk by 
Mr. Jack Gol son. J a ck began by saying tha t a s we h ad 
only t wo days on tho site, we must be cl ear a s t o what 
w~ were do ing. A who l e gamut of effort wa s possible 
t o us as a rchae ol ogists, from full- sca l e t o week- e nd 
e xcav ations. We must r emember ba sic princi pl es : 
1) We must remembe r tha t our sites were part of New 
Zeal and, pa rticula rly Pol yne sian history. 2) We must 
be a s dctaile d and ca r eful a s possible· in .. our wo rko 
3) Choice of d i g. Why choo se a particula r site? 
Excav ation was the only way of investigat ing the past, 
whe re the r e was no historical r e cor d, anu all we had 
wa~ ma t eria l l eft by people in the l ast. 4) Why di g? 
From curiosity? To find if the r e were Moa- hunte rs. 
in the North I sl and? To find the r e l a tionship 
.be twee~ Moa-hun t e r an d l a t e r Maori? The tracU tions 
e tco, ofrrany l a t e r pa sit es wer e known. Excav a t i on 
c0uld r eveal how they were built, how l on g · they we r e 
occupied, and s o on. The choice of s ite depended on 
what we wanted t o find out, and its pl a ce in the t o t a l 
scheme~ We must also cut our coat s t o suit our cl~ th . 

J a ck then illustra t ed his theme by a numbe r of' slides, 
saying. tha t -not a ll question s woul d necessarily be 
a nswered by one site , and tha t unless a n artifact was 
properly excav a t ed in its culJ;'l;lra l context, from an 
a rchaeol ogica l viewpoint it had little value . For 
ex ample, Wai r au Bar placed Moa-hun t e·r mat e ri a l in i ts 
prope r context, and our -excava tions mean much rr.0 1"'8 

because of it. Diffe r ent things , in the same cont Gxt; 
supported each othe r as evi denceo Cyril Fox he.d 
demonstra t ed early Bronze Age re l j Gi on s l a rgely l' ~')r:l 
r obbe d barrows. Soil anal ysis, e tc. , was a g~,:3u.t he:.p .. 
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A r e cent excava ti on by Roge r Gr een had no a rtifact s , but 
ne ve rthe l ess t ol <l u s a l o t c·'.)nce r ni ng, the climatic se quence 
of the s ite .. 

J a ck then ueal~ with the r eason s f o r choo sing P akot ore f o r 
the Confe r ence dig. The r e we r e many thi ngs on it, mi ddens , 
embankments, pos s i bl e house- sites , ·po s thol es, showing in the 
r oad- cutting , a dat ed a sh- showe r , e tco 

Me thods of excava tion we r e the n illustra t ed by furthe r slide s. 
He made the point tha t in many s ite s full excava tion wa s 
impra ctic·able , and roode rn p r actice wa s t o 1-eave some por t i ons 
f or future worke rs with new and refined t e chniques. I~ the 
uiscus sion f ollowing , Mr. Golson and Dr. Duff deba t ed the 
me rits of h orizontal a µd ve rtica l excav a tion, and Ron 
Sca rlett demonstra t ed the advantage s of v.ertica l excav a tion 
in the non- a rchae ol ogicai site of the Pyramid· Valley Moa 
swamp. ( I h a sten t o add t ha t I p refe r the horizont al 
appr oach t o an a rchaeol ogica l site ) . 

In the evening , membe rs of the Confe r ence we r e give n a 
we l ro me in the Ohinemutu Wh a re - runanga by the Ngati- \Vhakaue 
Maori peopl e . Mr . P. T. Rika a nd ··Mr. Dan King i welcomed us, 
the Rev. Manu Bennett acted as Interpre t er. Mr. Bruce 
P al mer, our then Pre sj dent, Dr. DU:ff ancl Roge r Green, the 
fir s t t wo speaking in fluent Maori, s poke on be half of tl'E 
Associa tion. Mr. Kingi s a i d th a t the younge r people - "the 
new ne t 0 

- of the Maori, were tho se who 1A0 Ul d benefit most 
fr om the work of a rchae ol ogy. 

In th e course of Mr. P almer's spe~ch, he r ead l e tte r s 
writte n seve r a l years be f ore the f ormat i.)n of our As soc·i a tion, 
i n wh ich Sir Apirana Ngat a d iscus sed the fut ure of 
~rchaeology in New Ze a l an d. Dr. Duff incluued a traditiona l 
chant i n hi s t alk. Roge r Green spoke 1of hi s work in the 
Unite d Sta t e s , and the a ttitude of pe ople the r e t o 
a rchaeol ogy, and dr e w an a na l ogy with N. z. C ')nd i ti on s . 

A f eature of t he r e ce ption wa s the singi ng by St. Fa i th ' s 
You t h Gr oup , unde r the l eade rship of Mr. H. Winia t a , and 
Sol oi s t Mi ss Martha Wha r e r ahi. The~e smi l i ng , happy young 
peopl e who had j u st r e t urned from _a b i g weeken ._l gat h ering , 
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i n t e rspe r sed t he pr ograrrrne with many wa i a t a, ve ry gr a ce 
f ully perf or med, despite the co l dness of the n i ght 9 which? 
a s t he y wo re traditi~nal co s t ume , must h ave af f ected the m 
consi de r ably. They added gr eatly t o t he success of the 
e vening, and were much appr ecia t ed. 

In the conclud i ng speeehe~, Mr. Kingi and Mr. Ri ka spoke 
of the ir pleasure in welcoming u s , ·and their appr eciation 
of our attitude t owar d s our s tud i es, and the ca r e we 
wished t o e xe rci se i n our work. 

The next t wo day s , f ortunat:iy fine ones , were spent 
excava ting a t Pa kQt or o. SJme of t he Auckland membe r s, 
J a c k Gol son, Sue Hirsh and o t he r s, and some of t he l ocal 
pe opl e h ad spent the weeke nd bef ore Confe r ence pegging 
out the si~e , turfing ~ few squ a r es, and so on . I 
won't say much a bout the a etual d i gging - some nice 
hou se s ite s wer e uncovered - as work i s s till t o be 
carried on by tre l oca l group~ a n d no doubt a re port 
will be give~ l a t e r. We we r e f o rtllllate t o hav e two 
s oil scientists with u s t o assist with the inte rp r e t a 
tion of the volcanic a sh s howe r s . I do wi sh , however, 
t o sta t e two things: 1) The pr epar a t ory work was 
excellent. · When I .fir st s aw Pakot or e , a.nd .the p~gged 
sites , early · on . We dne sday morning, I was ve ry gr eatly 
impressed indeed. 2 ) It was amply demon s tra t ed t hat 
with a -sufficiently l a r ge ·s ite , ove r s ixty S!3lf-
di sciplined people could do a good d i g without ge ttirtg 
in e a ch o t re r ' s way , wande ring a r ound, e tc. It wa s a 
ve r y happy time , and I think most of u s l earned a l ot. 
On We dne sday evening Roge r Gree n gave an e xcellent 

·. l e cture t o a j oint meeting with the Ro t orua Br anch of' 
the Roya l Socie ty, entitled "From Prehi s t or y ·t o 
Hi &t ory in the America n South-west." Friday morni ng 
wa s g ive n t o the Annua l Ge ne r a l Mee t i ng, which t h i s 
time I shall no t r eport, as de t a il s will be 
circula t ed anyway. 

In con clus i on, we owe much t Q t he Auckl an d f olk who 
came down early , and t o Don Staff or d and the l ocal gr oup 
who p r epar ed s o e f f i c i en tly f or t he Confe r en ce. 

R. J . S. 
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A_NE'il M_l}dMBER ' S IMPRE§ SION OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE.: 

As a new member of the Associa t ion with littl e beyorrl the 
brand of initiation, a bli s ter on my trowelling and 
shovelling hand, I felt hardl y elig ible to a ttend the 
Annual Confe r ence a t Rotorua. It wa s, therefore ? wi t h some 
trepidation t h a t I l ooked forwa rd to mi n gling with experts 
on the subje c t a nd t he t hought of discussing Dinorni2 
ma.ximu s ove r morning t ea . However I was a lready a con
firmed victim of this Diggi.ng Disease and delighted to 
l e a rn t hat one of the main itEms on the prog r amme wou l d be 
n demonstration excavati on a t t he ol d Ar awa pa site of .. . 
Pakotore . Members wi th ha zy i deas on r ecording such as t 
had woul d be introduced to the method, t echnique and e thics 
of exca v a tion. 

A day of l ectures were a n enl :ightening. 11 war m up" t o the 
dig. · What little knowl edge I possessed of a r chaeol ogy 
enabled me to doub t the ire thods empl oyed by : Wal Ambr ose 
and Frank Davis when. the l a tte r gav e a poker~faced 
description of a n independent d i g they had c a rried out. 
Tm casual mention of 'testing with pos t m l e borers ' 
c onfirmed my suspicions. L ike many other newc omers 
pre sent I dar e no t question the word of the se vet.erans, 
a t the same t ime f eeling puzzl ed abou t the .strange . code 
of a rchaeol ogical e t hics t hey we r e p ractising. Squirming 
with embarrassment wren t re awkward quest:io ns began t o 
fly, I was i mmeasur abl y r e lieved t o · discover it was a 
gr and hoax . 

The welcome a t t he Ohinemutu Meeting House was mos t 
impressive . - the ·Maori · Elders seemed delighted to be 
addr essed i n the ir ra tive to n gue by t wo o f our Pakeha 
membe r s. · I was amu sed a t tre subtleness with which one 
of the Maori Elders good humouredly refe rred t o the wo rd 
11 digging11 suggesting tha t perhaps "unravelling " might be 
a word l ess like l y t o a r ouse the suspicion of the Maori 
peopl e . 

The highlight of t he pro ceedings wa s t he dig a t Pakotore 
and t hose p resent mu st have b~en impressed with the 
organi sati on preceding the two day s e xcavation. To the 



12. 
passing mo t orist the site must have r esembled a Giles 
Cartoon - dozens of people engrossed in t heir neatly 
cut squares and busily turfing 9 scraping 9 di gging 9 

filling and emptying ba rrows 9 climbing cabbage trees 
t o photograph proceedings. Eve ryone clothed i n an 
amazing va riet y of garments f o r pr ot ecti on against 
the wind and threatening r a in. Fortuna t e ly the 
weather was fair and we relaxed in sunshine when the 
gong r ang f o r lunch break s with our host 9 Don Stafford, 
l adelling out hot t ea from his s t eaming He a th Robinson 
stoy e. Groups t hat h ad been scattered ove r various 
parts of the pa site enthusiastically compared .thei r 
excava tion s - the unusua l changes in soil co lour and 
the much envied post hole. 

The intrigued visitors who ventured on t o the site were 
escorted on a t our a nd enlight ened wi t h the interpre t a
tions of the volcanic evidence revea l ed. No one l ost 
patience with the hundredth curious person t o peer in 
from an ever increasing height t o ask "Found anything 
yet?11

, and back came the polite but f a r from r eassur
ing r epl y • .• 11Well, we really di dn't expect t o find 
anyt hing •• This is only an exe rcise in excavatio n 
method ••• " e tc. e tc. I have the une a sy f ee ling tha t 
more than a few visitors climbed the stile t o their 
v ehicles with a puzzled gl ance in the dire ction of the· 
a rchaeol ogists who d i dn't expect t o find anything. 

There must have been many people who consider ed our 
a ctivit:ie s strange , including the hote l guests who 
r aised startled e yebrows over the ir " after dinne r" 
coffer cups a s we made a windswept entrnnce, trailing 
Kaha r oa Ash behind us and hurrying to cha nge be f ore 
d inne r was decla r ed " off" o 

The first day of' tbe Conf'e r e nce had seemed bewilde ring 
with e nd.less introductions t o Manbers, no l onge r 
strange rs on the day of departure . My l ast impression 
was tha t those who had wo rked so hard t o make the 
Confe r e nce a success could be well assured tha t every
one had gained a gr eat deal of knowl e dge and enjoyment. 




