


























Law: Pits Long, Large and prestigious 41 

Maioro has a series of dates which Green (1983) summarised as indicating a thirteenth 
century initial open settlement followed by a fifteenth cenlury palisaded pa. He argues that 
the Large pit at this site is from the early period. The long pit is from the later occupation. 
The two Fisher Road sites have a series of four dates clustered on a little under 400 BP 
(Foster and Sewell 1989). The excavators opt for a date of mid to late sixteenth century. 

The variety of detail that kiimara storage pits contain must mean that some features have 
a limited time span and may be discrete time markers. Do either large or long pits have this 
polential? Large pits may date from as early as the thirteenth century, were certainly in use 
in t11e sixteenth and may well have continued Later. Tuey appear then to be a long-used 
fonn. On the ot11er hand, long pits could be characterised as a sixteenth century form on t11e 
basis of existing dates. A more conservative view, given ilie uncertainties of radiocarbon 
dating, would allow a century on eiilier side. This is not to deny ilie possibility they may 
have been used over quite a limited time. The absence of Later dated long pits, ilieir use 
earlier but not later in the sequence at Ongari Point, and their absence as surface features 
in field surveys suggest iliat they were not used much Later than t11e sixteent11 century. 

FOOD DISPLAY IN LATER MAORI SOCIETY 

Feeding of guests is a long standing aspect of Maori culture. The prestige of a corrununi ty 
is influenced by the character and quantity of food it supplies to its guests. Making displays 
with food was a feature of nineteenth century Maori society in northern New Zealand. ll1e 
Maori word hllkari refers to a feast, but also to a high wooden framework on which food 
was displayed as part of t11e event. Yate (1835: 39) illustrates such a stage and sets the 
display of food in t11e context of reciprocal hospitality. Some of the food displayed was for 
removal by the guests on their departure rather than for immediate consumption. The stage 
illustrated by Yate is axially synunetrical and depends in part on its height for its effect. 

Thomson (1859: Vol. II, frontispiece, see Fig. 8 in this paper) illustrates a stage built in 
the Bay of Islands. This illustration may well be derived from a sketch by C.C. Clarke now 
in t11e Turnbull Library (see Brown 1988: 83 for illustration). This stage is linear in form 
and depends for its effect on its height and length as well as on flags flown from its top. 
Stages like these, associated with feasts, are reported for northern New Zealand by Cruise 
in 1820 (Cruise 1957: 83) and Servant in the l 830s (1973: 23, 68). 

Other prominent structures associated with food in nineteenth century Maori society are 
well known. Pataka, raised carved storehouses, are clearly displays of wealt11 in t11e 
extravagance of decoration beyond utilitarian need. Ot11er valuable goods as well as 
prestigious foodstuffs were stored in pataka. More common food storage stages, whata, 
were often illustrated in t11e early and mid nineteenth century. ll1ey are often shown as 
having a height which must exceed any functional need in t11eir separation from the ground. 
Their presence in such a prominent fom1 would have been effective in displaying wealt11 in 
stored food. Interestingly, U1e word wlzata, used as a verb, has an additional meaning of to 
bring to prominence, protrude and stand out. 

Linear displays of foodstuffs without supporting structures also occurred at early 
nineteenth century feasts. Polack (1838 (I): 229) describes a feast with food laid out in two 
rows forming a lane. Markham (1 963: 49) observed a feast wi U1 4,000 bags of potatoes, 
stacked t11ree bags high in a long line. Taylor (1855: 169) describes long walls of kilmara 
topped by roasted pigs as a display at a feast. 



STAGE .NH BAK.~Rl OR FEASl' GIVEN TO GOVER~OR GREY rn JSIU AT THE .B.AT OJ? ISLANDS TO CELEEMTE 

TBE PEACE .BE'rWEEN TBE 'rWO RACES. 

Figure 8: A lu1kari food display stage, from Thomson (1859, Vol. II, frontispiece). 
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Other wealth was put in linear arrays. A feast given in Remuera by Potatau Te 
Wherowbero in 1844 had an array of food reported to be a mile long, but also blankets 
intended as presents for guests displayed as a linear fence (Angas 1847 (I): 319). The scene 
was illustrated by J.J. Merrett (reproduced in Platts 1971: 94). 

Such displays seem to fade from the record in the later nineteenth century, perhaps 
reflecting the impoverishment of Maori society, or possibly new concepts about the healthy 
handling of food . A late nineteenth century building may have an echo of such displays. It 
is a whare kai built al Te Pahou in the Bay of Plenty to seal 400 people for a visit by the 
Governor. It is in U1e form of a very elongated shed of one table widU1. It was photographed 
by Winkleman in 1899 and illustrated in Edwards (1987: 43). 

Salmond notes that while holding of hakari feasts for purely prestigious reasons has not 
persisted into modem practice, feasts are still held as a part of all galherings (hui). 
Reviewing historical accounts of hui, she concluded: "Despite these changes in emphasis 
and detail, however, U1e hui described by early observers is recognisably lhe forerunner of 
the hui today" (Salmond 1990: 18). 

While open air displays of food no longer occur, providing sustenance to guests on a 
marae remains a vital part of contemporary Maori culture. Not attending to Ulis would be 
a matter of embarrassment and shame (Salmond 1990: 105; Dansey 197 1: 40). 
Reciprocation is an expectation. The foodstuffs served would be a subject of conversation 
between returning guests and U1ose who were not present (Buck 1950: 378) . 

Unlike modem Pakeha b~mquets, the dining tables in modem dining halls on marae are 
laden with some of U1e food, decoratively arranged, before U1e guests are seated. The tables 
are set end to end in rows, often aligned down lhe long axis of Ule dining room, giving an 
emphasis Lo lengili . 

It may not be not stretching credibility Loo far Lo see a linkage lhrough time from long 
kiimara storage pits, through hakari food displays, to tile way food is presented in 
contemporary whare kai. 
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