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STAGE FOR HAKARI OR FEAST GIVEN TO GOVERNOR GREY IN 1610 AT THE BAY OF ISLANDS TO CELEBRATE
THE PEACE BETWEEN THE 'TWO RACES.

Figure 8: A hakari food display stage, from Thomson (1859, Vol. Il, frontispiece).
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Other wealth was put in linear arrays. A feast given in Remuera by Potatau Te
Wherowhero in 1844 had an array of food reported to be a mile long, but also blankets
intended as presents for guests displayed as a linear fence (Angas 1847 (I): 319). The scene
was illustrated by J.J. Merrett (reproduced in Platts 1971: 94).

Such displays seem to fade from the record in the later nineteenth century, perhaps
reflecting the impoverishment of Maon society, or possibly new concepts about the healthy
handling of food. A late nineteenth century building may have an echo of such displays. It
is a whare kai built at Te Pahou in the Bay of Plenty to seat 400 people for a visit by the
Govemor. It is in the form of a very elongated shed of one table width. It was photographed
by Winkleman in 1899 and illustrated in Edwards (1987: 43).

Salmond notes that while holding of hakari feasts for purely prestigious reasons has not
persisted into modem practice, feasts are still held as a part of all gatherings (hui).
Reviewing historical accounts of hui, she concluded: “Despite these changes in emphasis
and detail, however, the hui described by early observers is recognisably the forerunner of
the hui today” (Salmond 1990: 18).

While open air displays of food no longer occur, providing sustenance to guests on a
marae remains a vital part of contemporary Maori culture. Not attending to this would be
a matter of embarrassment and shame (Salmond 1990: 105; Dansey 1971: 40).
Reciprocation is an expectation. The foodstuffs served would be a subject of conversation
between returning guests and those who were not present (Buck 1950: 378).

Unlike modern Pakeha banquets, the dining tables in modern dining halls on marae are
laden with some of the food, decoratively arranged, before the guests are seated. The tables
are set end to end in rows, often aligned down the long axis of the dining room, giving an
emphasis to length.

It may not be not stretching credibility too far to see a linkage through time from long
kiimara storage pits, through hakari food displays, to the way food is presented in
contemporary whare kai.
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