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Stoneware 

Drink bottles and ink containers were the predominant 
vessel types in stoneware (Table 5) . Gingerbeer bottles were 
most common , but the former category also included part of a 
vessel typical of the Bols type used by at least two Dutch gin 
manufacturers (Roycroft 1976:55; 1979:46). Ink containers came 
in three sizes. Bulk containers (8 - 10 cm basal diameter, ca . 
20 cm maximum height) were most common. One of the two rims 
assigned to this vessel type was shaped for pouring. Small 
(ca. 4.5 cm diameter) bottles included both the squat (ca . 5 cm 

maximum height) 'penny ink' variety and somewhat taller (? 8 -
10 cm) 'medium' sized bottles. Remaining items included a jug, 
four bowls, a stove- blacking or grease jar, and two 
unidentified vessels. 

All the stoneware was glazed, with a more or less even 
division between slip and salt glazed wares (Table 5). All of 
the latter had also been coloured with an underglaze s lip. The 
ink and gingerbeer bottles were all in various shades of brown, 
or clear glazed. Other colours occurred only on the table and 
kitchenwares, and the gin bottle. One of the table bowls was 
also embossed. 

Three of the bulk ink containers were stamped with their 
maker's name. One was by Doulton and Co. , who worked out of 
the Lambeth Pottery, London , from 1858 (Fig. 3c) . The present 
example must have been made before 1891 as it lacks the word 
ENGLAND, which was added to their mark in that year (Godden 
1964:214). The second maker was Thomas Smith and Co., London 
(Fig. 3d). Established in 1836, this company traded from 
various addresses until ca. 1893 (Oswald 1982:84). 
Unfortunately the mark in this assemblage was incomplete, 
lacking the address which would have narrowed its possible date 
range. The third item is by Bourne, of Denby (Fig. 3e). This 
title was used from ca . 1833 to 1857 when Bourne's son joined 
him in business, with a corresponding change in mark (Godden 
1964:89-90 ) . This item has a distinctive light-greenish 
banding within its predominantly grey fabric . This 
characteristic has been observed on items from other Auckland 
sites , and whenever these have been marked they were made by 
Bourne or Bourne and Son. On this basis another four unmarked 
vessels can probably be attributed to this maker. These 
include the blacking jar, one bulk and one medium ink 
container , and a gingerbeer bo ttle. 

Yet another of the bulk inks was transfer printed with the 
letters MEEK . These refer to the Dunedin company W J Meek Ltd, 
manufacturers of ink. Founded in 1886, they traded under this 
name until becoming Stephens Ink Ltd in 1932 (NZ Herald 
15/ 11 / 1969) . 
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STONEWARE VESSELS : FREQUENCY AND DECORATION 
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Probabl e dat es of manufacture could be estimated from 
decorative style f or the three items of tabl eware . The jug was 
probably made in the 1870s , one of the bowls i n t he 1 860s and 
t he other in the 1890s. No precise estimates of age could be 
made for the remaining 36 (77%) stoneware vessels. 

Porcelain 

Ornaments and fine tableware were the only items in 
porcelain (Table 3). The forme~ were small broken figurines; a 
madonna, and part of a head. The latter comprised plates and 
saucers (including a miniature of each), cups and a small (? 
sugar) bowl (Table 4). Examination of the body, glaze and 
decoration of these items indicate that three were of Asiatic 
origin, two made in Japan and one probably Chinese. The 
remainder were almost certainly British . Nearly all were 
decorated with a combination of techniques. 

The Japanese miniatures both had multi-coloured, 
hand~painted overglaze decoration , in one case combined with 
hair-lining, and in the other with an underglaze transfer 
print . The Chinese saucer fragment has a blue-green glaze with 
hair-lining . All of the British tablewares were embossed. Two 
were without added colour, but the other two had multi-coloured 
underglaze and overglaze transfer prints, one with additional 
gilding on the rim . 

One of the miniatures had MADE IN JAPAN (Fig. 3f) , along 
with some indecipherable Japanese characters , printed on the 
base . The American McKinley Tariff Act of 1891 required 
manufacturers to indicate country of origin. However , 
compliance with this Act in England was not complete before 
1900 (Godden 1964:11), and the same may be the case for 
Japanese wares. 

The four other items for which dates could be estimated 
appeared to be earlier , two being assigned to the 1860s and two 
to the 1870s. 

Clay Pipes 

A total of 12 clay pipe fragments were recovered during 
e:{cavation. Six of these were unmarked fragments of stem, and 
another two unmarked bowl and stem portions (Figs. Sa, b). One 
of the latter included a spur . Marked items included part of a 
bowl with vertical ribbing (Fig. Sc), and three stems with 
complete or partial makers marks. These were all made by 
Glasgow- based factories with long operational periods: 
McDougall (1845-1968), William White (1857-1955), and Davidson 
(1863-1910) (Oswald 1975 : 205-6) (Figs. 5d, e, f). 
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Figure 5. Clay Pipe Fragments. (a) GA 18-66. (b) GA 34-11. 
( c ) GA 2 7 -1 7 . ( d) GA 3 2 - 1 0 . ( e) GA 18-6 7 • ( f) GA 2 7 - 18 . 
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DISCUSSION 

Both the stratigraphy encountered during excavation, and 
subsequent matc hing and joining of sherds, indicate that 
portable ceramics from throughout the occupation of the General 
Assembly building had been thoroughly mixed by demolition and 
levelling of the site. In thes e circumstances the functions 
and dates of manufac ture of the objects provide the only clues 
as to the period from which they derived. 

One of the major components , was c learly in use throughout. 
The stone wa re ink and drink bottles fall into this category on 
f unctional grounds , and the small number of dated examples is 
consistent with that view. At least one of the Bourne vessels 
dates from the Parl·iamentary period. The Doulton and Smith 
examples are probably also pre-Univers ity, while the Meeks ink 
is from the lat ter phase. 

A mo re restricted time-span is indicated for the earthen 
tableware. Probable dates o f manufacture were estimated f or 
80% of these items. These all fell between the 1830s and 
1 860s, with the vast majority assigned to the last t wo decades 
o f this period (Fig. 4). Thi s corresponds closely with the 
period (1854-65) during which Parliament met at the General 
Assembly building. Adams and Gaws (1977) have proposed a n 
early biasing factor of up to 20 years when dating from ceramic 
material , and there is little reason t o doubt that some of 
these items were discarded during the Provincial Council period 
(1865-1876 ). 

Restaurant fac ilities were prov ided soon after the opening 
of Parliament. They were not available at the outset , as three 
days later (27 May 1854 ) a member called on the House 
Improvements Committee "to a ttend also to the needs of the 
inner man and provide a refreshment r oom" (Fitzgerald 
1885 :15). Less than a month later the Licensing Amendment Act 
became the first statute rushed through all its stages i n a 
day, to permit the sale of liquor t o members on the premises 
(Fitzgerald 1885 :181) . By September there is mention o f 
members " dining a t Bellamy's" (Fitzgerald 1 885:418) . While 
Parliament sat in Auckland these services a ppea r to have been 
provided by private caterers unde r contract for each session 
(McGee 1985 : 46) . It also appears that they were maintained 
during the Provincial Counc il period, as " councillors enjoyed 
the usual amenities of Parliament . Bellamy's flourished in 
1870" (Schofield 1929:17). 

After 187 6 tablewar e is unlikely to have been common in the 
buildings as they were Government offices. Some may have been 
used by the University after 1890 , but only the heavier 
stoneware jugs and bowls can be dated t o that period. 
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No decipherable makers marks were found on the remnants of 
Parliamentary tableware. However, there can be little doubt 
that they were imported from Britain, almost certainly from 
Staffordshire potteries. In this respect they are similar to 
other 19th - early 20th century New Zealand assemblages (e.g. 
Bedford 1986:58; Ritchie 1986:287). Likewise, decorated items 
predominated, but there is little evidence that Bellamy's was 
furnished with 'sets' of tableware. This contrasts with the 
assemblage from the Halfway House Hotel in the Cromwell Gorge 
(Bedford 1986:58), but parallels the situation with European 
tableware from Chinese goldminers sites in Central Otago. 
Ritchie (1986:320) has explained the latter case in terms of 
the probable expense of dinner sets and their lack of 
suitability for serving Chinese meals, but these arguments 
would not seem to be relevant in the present context. The 
contrast between the General As sembly and Halfway House 
assemblages may be due, in part, to the greater size of the 
latter (ca. 360 tab leware vessels, compared with 77). However, 
almost all the dated tableware from the hotel derives from the 
period after 1880 (Bedford 1986:F~gures 16-19) and thus could 
indicate a greater availability of complete 'sets' towards the 
end o f the 19th century. Bellamy's may have been stocked with 
mismatched tableware simply because that was all that was 
available in the 1850s and 60s. 

Other datable earthenware includes only the bathroom 
vessels. Three quarters of these postdate 1860. The three 
chamberpots are strongly suggestive of a residential presence 
on the site. Perusal of available street directories (1865, 
1866, 1882 , 1912-18) indicates presence of a resident caretaker 
only during the University occupation. 

Several other items can be assigned to this final period. 
On functional grounds this is the case f o r the beakers, burner 
mantle and other laboratory ware. Dating of the porcelain 
miniatures suggests that they may have graced some professor's 
mantlepiece . 

CONCLUSION 

Portable ce ramics from the General Assembly site include 
fragments of the tableware used in Bellamy's from 1854 until 
the Provincial Council Chambers closed in 1876 . Thi s was 
nearly all transfer-printed Staffordshire earthenware. There 
were few shared patterns represented, suggesting that Bellamy's 
was not furnished with 'sets ' of tableware. This could reflect 
limitations in the supply of expensive china during the 
period. Other major components include laboratory ware , 
decorative items and chamberpot s from Auckland's first 
University campus, and stone ink and drink bottles from 
throughout the site's occupation. 
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