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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In 1975 a suggestion that friends and colleagues of Ron Scarlett might con
tribute to a volume in his honourwas received with an enthusiasm quite unre
flected in the time it has taken to bring this work to fruition. Initially only 
archaeologists were party to the preparations, but soon Ron's colleagues in 
other fields found out and were delighted to participate. We might have expected 
that this publication would mark Ron's retirement; that it does not is regarded 
with pleasure by all of us. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ann Harrison and Michael 
Trotter for assistance in var ious aspects of the preparations and the Council 
of the New Zealand Archaeological Association for its continued interest in the 
project as well as the inclus ion of this volume in the Association' s monograph 
series. To the authors I can only express my admiration of their patience and 
courtesy in waiting so long to see their contributions published. 
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RONALDJACKSCARLETT 

Ron was born in 1911 at Stoke, a village near Nelson and, following an 
almost itinerant primary education, spent the uncertain years of the 1920s and 
1930s at farming, labouring, gardening and mining. At the age of 26 he enrolled 
for a B. A. degree at Canterbury University College and then, upon graduation, 
studied Anthropology under H. D. Skinner at Otago. His interest in this field, 
coupled with a boyhood enthusiasm for natural history and an invitation to join 
the Pyramid Valley excavations in 1949, formed the foundation of his subsequent 
career. In 1950 he was appointed to the Canterbury Museum as the Recorder of 
Collections and later became Osteologist . Apart from short periods abroad, 
most recently at the Royal Ontario Museum as a Research Associate, he has 
made Canterbury Museum his professional home. 

The study of avifaunal osteology has always been Ron Scarlett's main field, 
and this has proved a very fortunate circumstance indeed for archaeologists in 
the South Pacific; most particularly in New Zealand where birds were an unusu
ally important component of prehistoric economies. For thirty years Ron has 
provided a prompt , painstaking bone identification service and, what is more, 
assisted at numerous excavations throughout New Zealand and Oceania. Nor does 
his contribution to archaeology stop there, for he was a foundation member of 
the New Zealand Archaeological Association and the first editor of the Associa
tion's Newsletter. Amongst his contributions in this latter capacity, his admoni
tions to archaeologists on the subject of retaining faunal remains are still worth 
recalling. More widely, his active interest in ornithological and anthropological 
fieldwork has demonstrated a concern not just for bones, but for the birds them
selves and their relationships to people of this and other ages. 

The contributors to this volume wish to express their respect for Ron's 
talents and devotion to his profession, their gratitude for his ever-willing 
assistance and their appreciation of his company in the field. 
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