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I.he proximal or distal end retained. At Wairau Bar, awls of tllis lype have been found in 
associaLion with bone needles (Duff 1950: 221), and an awl-like case containing needles was 
recovered from Palli er Bay (Leach 1979: 114). Examples of a more robust type of awl in 
moa bone were also found al Wairau Bar (Duff 1950: 222). ll1e two awls from Layer 3 at 
tJ1e NortJ1ern site resemble the la1.1.er lype. One is manufactured from manunal bone, possibly 
human, sharpened lo a point and polished, the otJ1er is a fragment. of bird bone shaft worked 
to a point at one end and polished. No needles were recovered from tJ1e earliest layers at 
tJ1is site a IU1ough nwnerous examples were recovered from Layer 2. No bone awls were 
encountered in tJ1e lat.er deposits. 

After the deposit.ion of Layer 3 tJ1ere appears to have been an interval before the overlying 
Black Layer was deposited. During tJ1is lime tJ1e 'st.one pavement' was fonned. The general 
similarity in fauna from tJ1e two deposi ls (Nichol pers. comm.), however, indica1.es tJiat tJ1e 
interval was brief. 

It is difficult lo estimale tJ1e age of tJ1e Gravel Layer, which seems to have been na1.urally 
deposited as a result of wind and stonn wave action . The fauna! and artefactual remains 
witJ1in it are of litlle assistance as iliey appear to be deri ved from bolh I.he lower layers and 
Layer 2 above, and include several pig bones. 

The presence of glass, metal and ceramics in the upper part of Layer 2 indicates that this 
deposi t is post-European and associated witll U1e Ngali Toa settlement on Mana Island in 
tJ1e nincteentli century. It is likely tJ1at I.he virtual lack of European material in U1e lower ha lf 
of Layer 2 is due 1.0 tJ1e fonnalion of tJ1is part of tJ1e deposit. before European settlers arrived 
on U1e is land. 

TI1e most numerous finished bone artefacts from the NortJiem site a.re composite bait houk 
poims. These number 23 and encompass six differem types. All were recovered from tJ1e 
area nortJ1 of the 1973 drain except for one from t11e drain itself and two from disturbed 
surface material. Ar1.efac1.s at this site were concentrated to the nort11 of tJ1e drain . However, 
tJ1is area was also tJ1e most disturbed by Maori activities. II. is likely tllat tJ1e majority of 
artefacts recovered from Layer 2 in tJ1is area did in fact originate in tllat layer. However, 
upward movement. of some items originally from Layer 3 cannot be discounted. 

Few similarities exist between tJ1e composite book points from tJ1is site and U1ose from 
otJ1er si tes in Cook Strait. O ne exception is a point (Fig. 5.19) wilb a step al tJ1e base for 
auachment to ilie shank, a feature evident on poinls from tlle Washpool Midden (Leach 
1979: 103, Fig. 17/N) and Black Rocks middens (Anderson 1979: 57, Fig. 3/H) at Palliser 
Bay, a ltJ1ough tJ1e straight outer edge of tJ1ese points is not. repeated in tJ1e Mruia Islruid 
exrunple. ll1is point. was recovered from tlle base of Layer 2 in Square C4, a square in 
which remnants of Layer 3 were evident, and is probably of moa bone (Ian SmitJ1 pers. 
conun.). Layer 3 cannot be completely discounted as ilie original source of tJ1is point. 
Composi te hook poinls from Paremata have some similarities witJ1 points from Mana Island, 
altJ10ugh in general U1ere is more decorative notching on the Paremata exrunples. In tJ1e 
Mana I lru1d assemblage, tJ1e only decorative no tching is on tJ1e two large baroque hook 
points and one internally barbed example . AltJ1ough many of the composite hook points are 
fragmentary, it is clear tl1a1. tJ1e preferred fonn was a plain po int. witJ1 an internal barb. 

Some similarities exist bet.ween tJ1e ornaments from Site R26/141 and tJ1ose from 
Paremata, which was also occupied during tJ1e first half of U1e nineteenlh century by Ngali 
Toa. O ne large bone toggle was recovered from a likely nine1.eentJ1 century context at 
Pa.remata. In addition, a perfora1.ed human incisor, an imitation incisor in shell , a possible 
cloak pin fragment. and several segments of Dentali11111 nan111n a.re present in the Paremata 
assemblage (Davidson 1978: 221). 
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The imitation incisor pendant from R26/l4l is a more realistic version of a tooth than that 
recovered from Paremata. Moreover, the ' tooth' itself is white, whereas the 'root' is stained 
by a naturally deposited red/brown material tliat was evident on a large number of shells in 
the midden deposit. 

The one saw or cutter from the NorU1em excavation is of a slaly argillile (probably local) 
and is tlie only tool made from this type of stone from tliis part of U1e site. What appears 
lo be a similar material was used in Palliser Bay for cutters or saws, particularly during tlie 
Level II occupation at the Washpool Midden Site dated to A.D. 1350 (K. Prickett 1979: 
173). 

Some change from prehistoric to post-European tecbnology is evident within Layer 2, 
although mru1y aspects of the fomier were retained tliroughout tl1e layer despite tlie 
availability of European materials. Glass was used as a cutting tool but obsidian remained 
conunon tluoughout tl1is occupation layer. ll1e modified bronze spike indicates the adoption 
or metal tools for carving on the islruid. Only 4 of tl1e 19 composite bait hooks from Layer 
2 crune from tl1e upper lO cm of tlie deposit. One of tl1ese is the moa bone exrunple 
mentioned above, which may have moved upward in tlie deposit as a result of later 
activities. Alternatively, moa bone and other materials, much as metasomatised argillite, may 
have been obtained from the earlier deposits for industrial use by the nineteentl1 century 
occupants of tl1e site. Altl1ough no metal fish hooks were recovered from this site, the Less 
conunon occurrence of bone hooks during the latter part of the Ngati Toa occupation of tl1e 
site may reflect access to European goods and consequent use of tl1ese new materials. 
However, it may also reflect the gradual abandonment of tl1e site by Ngati Toa during the 
mid-nineteenth century. 

ll1e main activities represented by Layer 2. witliin tl1e area excavated, were cooking, as 
indicated by fire scoops, hangi and large quantities of firecracked stone, the dumping of 
food debris and other waste, and tool maintenance or manufacture. Hangi had been dug 
from U1e middle of tl1e Layer 2 deposit and penetrated earlier layers and in some cases U1e 
natural substratum. Bone from a range of species including dog, mammal, whale, human, 
albatross and small unidentified bird was being worked at tl1e site, as well as stone from a 
number of sources. 

The distribution of artefactual and fauna! material witl1in Layer 2 at U1e NorU1em site ruid 
to some extent U1e distribution of postlioles indicate U1at activities varied witl1in this area. 
Artefactual material, including worked bone and stone flakes, and tl1e postl1oles are 
concentrated lo tl1e north of the drain. Inunediately to the north of tl1e drainage trench tl1e 
two largest hangi encountered at the site had been dug. To tl1e south of the drain Layer 2 
is a much shallower deposit containing less concentrated faunal and artefactual material. One 
posthole and tl1ree hi'lngi were encountereEI here. ll1e hangi had not penetrated earlier 
deposits to the same extent as thosl! to the nortl1 of the drain. 

llie excavated area would have been wiU1in U1e ninctcent11 century Ngati Toa setUement, 
adjacent to the houses of Te Rangibaeata depicted on Swainson' s 1862 map. An 
approximate date for Layer 2 can be derived from historical records relating lo the 
movement of tlie Ngati Toa to the Porirua region and settlement on Mana Island by t11e 
early 1820s, :md tlle arrival of John Bell in 1832. llie exact duration of tl1e Ngati Toa 
settlement on Mana is not clear. Te Rru1gibaeata is reported as stating on May 4tll 1843, tliat 
tlie number of Ngati Toa residing on MCUla at tl1at time was "a hundred, backwards and 
forwards" (MS Case 257: 10). By 1844 tl1e seulement appears to have been virtually 
abruidoned; George French Angas found it nearly deserted when he visited tl1e island to 
paint Kai Tangata (Reed 1979:40) . This is reflected in t11e contemporaneous Ngati Toa 
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settlement at Paremata. Paremata Pa was till occupied by Ngati Toa in 1843 when tlle 
original survey of tllis area was undertaken. It was abandoned shortly after tllis, following 
the deterioration of relations between Maori and European settlers, and tlle commencement 
of tlle military occupation in 1846 (Davidson 1978: 207). 

As Layer I is considered to be disturbed material largely derived from Layer 2, most of 
its contents probably also date from tlle early nineteenth century, while its fonnation is elated 
to the digging of tl1e drainage trench in 1973. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The artefactual assemblage from Site R26/141 has some similarities with assemblages from 
other sites in the Cook Strait region. During U1e earlier period of settlement on t11e islru1d 
U1ere appears to be a mixture of styles previously known from sites on the nort11ern side of 
t11c Strait and from Wairau Bar to U1e sou1J1. Trolling lures in stone and bone were in use. 
The associated bone points included boU1 U1e uni-perforate type wit11 no extension of the 
base and an unperforated type wiU1 a grooved distaJ extension of the base. Plain, U-shaped, 
one-piece bait hooks were also a relatively common piece of fishing equipment. Barracouta 
points and composite bait hook points were rare in the earlier period. However, when U1e 
island was reoccupied in U1e early nineteenU1 century, composite hooks had completely 
replaced U1e trolling lure and barracouta lures were more conunonly in use. One-piece bait 
hooks were still common. Fish hooks were manufactured using stone drill points, schist files 
and pumice abraders during aJI occupation periods on U1e island. 

LitJ1ic material was imported from D' Urville island, Ule souU1east Wairarapa or Kaikoura 
coast and possibly 0U1er sources, probably in U1e fonn of finished stone tools which may 
have been reworked on U1e island. Local stone appears never to have been especially 
important, although it is represented in all stone artefact types from U1e earlier occupation 
period. 

Birds were hunted with bone pointed spears during U1e earlier occupation period. ·mis tool 
was not represented in the nineteenU1 century assemblage, although this may reflect a 
decline in U1e availability of birds on the island. Bone awls were used by t11e early 
inhabita nts but apparently not during U1e nineteenU1 century, whereas bone needles were 
found exclusively in the la ter deposit. 

Evidence of early ornaments is restric ted to segn1ents of Dentalium nanum. By the 
nineteenU1 century, however, pendants were common as indicated by tl1e numerous toggles 
and worked bone tubes, as well as tooU1 pendants, including an imitation fonn. Bone cloak 
pins were possibly present. 

The midden at the Sout11em Site, reflecting previous exploitation of the local environment, 
was probably deposited around A.O. 1400, not long after first settlement of the islru1d. At 
U1is time a range of activities took place, including tool manufacture, with fishing and bird 
spearing important. The first occupation at U1e NorU1em Site may have begun about U1is 
time, but ilie preci e function of the site then is not known. ll1e Layer 3 midden appears 
to be slightly la ter U1an U1e souU1em midden. The overlying deposits at t11e Northern site 
suggest a fairl y rapid succession of chru1ging functions wiU1 a ·stone pavement" overlying 
Layer 3 and t11e 131ack Layer inunediately on top of t11e 'stone pavement'. The site then 
appears to have been abandoned from perhaps U1e late fifteentl1 century until U1e early 
nineteent11 century. Jn tJ1e interim a natural gravel deposit blanketed t11e site. After 
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reoccupation by Uie Ngati Toa, the Nort11ern site was a cooking and dumping area adjacent 
to Te Rangihaeat.a's residential complex. 
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