
















































































































































Ordnance Survey 
Map of Southern Britian in the Iron Age, 
Chessington, 1962. 
Parker, R.H. 
Aspect and phase on Skipper 's Ridge, Opito and 
Kumara-kaiamo, Urenui. N.Z.A.A. Newsletter. 
5, (1962), p. 222. 
Peters, K.M. 
Excavations at Lake Mangakaware Site 1 

N65/28. .Z.A.A. ewsletter. 14, (r971), p. 127. 
Piggott, Stuart 
Ancient Europe. Edinburgh, 1965. 
Richmond, Sir Ian 
Excavations at Hod Hill 195 1-8. vol. 2. The 
British Museum, 1968. 
Ross, Anne 
Pagan Celtic Britain. London, 1967. 
Savage, Dr J. 
Some account of New Zealand. London 1 807. 
Turnbull Library reprint. Ed. A.O. McKin lay, 
1939. 
Sharp, Andrew ed. 
Duperrey' s visit to ew Zealand in 1 824. 
Wellington , 1971. 
Shawcross, F.W. 
The Kauri Point swamp. .Z.A.A. Newsletter. 
5, (1962), p. 51. 
An archaeological assemblage of Maori combs. 
j.P.S. 73, (1964), p. 382 
Excavations at Ongari Point. .Z.A.A. 
Newsletter. 7, (1964), p. 79. 
O ngari Point, second season idem 9, (1966), 
p. 53. 
The Ngaroto site. 1 .Z.A.A. 1 ewsletter. 11, 

(1968), p. 2. 
Simmons, D.R. 
Economic change in New Zealand prehistory. 
j.P.S. 78, (1969), p. 3. 
A New Zealand myth, Kupe, Toi and the Fleet . 

. Z.Journal of History. 3, (1969), p. 14. 
Smart, C .D . 
Fieldwo rk in the Nukumaru- Waitotara area: 
preliminary report, Tarata pa. 1 .Z.A.A. 

ewsletter. 5 (1962), p. 170. 
Stanford, S.C. 
Invention, adoption and imposition in The Iron 
Age and its hiliforts, p. 41, ed. M. Jesson and 
D. Hill, Southampton 1971. 
Excavations at Croft Ambrey, Herefordshire. 
Privately printed. Hereford 1974. 
Vayda, A.P. 
Maori Wa,jare. Polynesian Society Maori 
monographs 2, W ellington, 1960. 

Wheeler, R.E.M. 
Maiden Castle, Dorset. Society of Antiq uaries 
research report 1 2, 1943. 
Williams, Henry 
The early journals of Henry Williams 1826-40. 
Ed. L. M. Rogers, Christchurch 1961. See also 
Carleton, H.F. 
Wright, H.M. 

ew Zealand 1769- 1840. The early years of 
western contact. Harvard, I 9 59. 
Yate, William 
An Account of New Zealand. London , 183 5. 
Facsimile Wellington, 1971 . 

68 



Acknowledgements 

I am grateful to my friends Janet Davidson and 
Roger Green who read the text and made useful 
suggestions : also to Mrs Pamela King who typed 
it more than once. 

For the illustrations I am greatly indebted to 

the technica l staff of the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of Auckland, 
to Karel Peters for his work on the plans and 
diagrams, and to Cyril Schollum for most of 
the photographs. Caroline Phillips has also 
translated some of m y ideas into a form suitable 
for publication. 

For permission to reproduce individual 
figures I am indebted to the following: 
The Auckland Institute and Museum (Figs. 1 1 , 

15, 3 1, 38); Department of Anthropology, 
University of Auckland (Figs. 20, 21, 23, 25, 
39); Peter Bellwood (A.N.U.) (Figs. 9, 22, 23, 
28); Dr Alistair Buist (Fig. 17) ; Angela Calder 
(Fig . r 3); Aerial Photography Library, 
University of Cambridge (Figs. 43, 44, 46, 47, 
48); Richard Cassels (Fig. 37); K. Gorbey (Fig. 
12); L. Groube (Fig. 5); Anne Leahy (Fig. 3 8); 
Kenneth Moore (Fig. 6); A. Murray-Oliver 
(Figs. 3, 26); National Museum of Wales (Fig. 
49); K . Peters (Fig. 14); Polynesian Society (Figs. 
34, 36); Society of Antiquaries (Fig. 51); 
Alexander Turnbull Library (Figs. 2, 32, 33); 
White's Aviation Ltd. (Fig. 19). 



List of illustrations 

Chapter one 

I Map of sites, in the North Island of New 
Zealand, mentioned in the text 

2 Kahouwera pa, Bay of Islands D' Urville 1833 
3 R angihoua pa, Bay of Islands Murray-Oliver 

1968 
4 Kai tote pa, W aikato Angas 1 847 
5 Distribution maps of Class 1- 2, and C lass 3 

pa, L. Groube 1970 
6 Bay of Plenty: site distribution K. Moore, 

drawn by K. Peters 
7 Tc Awanga, Hawke's Bay, rampart section 

Aileen Fox, drawn by C. Phillips 
8 Tc Awanga, post hole Aileen Fox 
9 Otakanini pa, S. Kaipara, fighting stage 

P. Bellwood 19 71 
IO Te Awanga, early palisade post holes under 
house bank W. Bourke 

Chapter two 

II Pawhctau Point pa, S. Auck land Aileen Fox 
1974 
12 Nukuhau pa, Tamahere, Waikato, Plan 
K. Gorbey, drawn by K. Peters 
13 Opito, Coromandcl. Plan of pa N40/40 
A. Calder 1972 
14 Pouto Point pa, N. Kai para , Plan K. Peters 
15 Pawhetau Point pa N43 /59, S. Auckland 
Plan Aileen Fox 1974 
16 Te Awanga , Hawke's Bay, Tiromoana pa 
N1 35/1 Aileen Fox 
17 Ruataki pa N99/37, N. T aranaki A. Buist 
1964 
18 Meth ods of attack drawn by K. Peters 
19 One Tree Hill , Auckland , terraced pa Whites 
Aviation Ltd 
20 Mount Wellington, Auckland. Plan. Drawn 
by K. Peters, based on a survey by the Mt 
Wellington Borough Council, the Department of 
Antliropology, U11iversity of Auckland, and eu, 
Zeala11d Aerial Mappi11g Ltd 

21 Mount W ellington, Auckland, terraced pa 
Department of Anthropology, University of 
Auckland 
22 Mangakaware swamp pa, Waikato. Plan. 
P. Bellwood 1971 
23 Mangakaware swamp pa, palisades 
Department of Antliropology, U11iversity of 
Auckland 
24 Methods of defence drawn by C. Phillips 
25 Kauri Point pa, Katikati Department of 
Anthropology, University of Auckland 

Chapter three 

26 Chief's house on the H okianga in 1827 
Murray-Oliver 1 968 
27 House at Cook's watering place, Talaga Bay 
D ' Urville 1833 
28 House at Mangakaware pa, Waikato, 
reconstruction P. Bellwood 19 7 1 

29 House at T iromoana pa, Te Awanga , 
Hawke's Bay, reconstruction drawn by Michael 
Condon 
30 Plans of large houses excavated by Bellwood, 
Smart, Prickett, Leach F. and H., Fox A., Gorbey 
31 The Kaitaia lintel Auckland Institute and 
1\!luseun1 
32 Cooking place at Taiamai, Bay of Islands 
From R ichard Taylor's 'Sketchbook'. Reproduced 
by permission of the Alexander T11mbull Library 
33 Storehouse at Mangakahia, Bay ofislands, 
exterior and interior views From Richard Taylor's 
'Sketchbook'. Reproduced by permission of the 
A lexander Turnbull Library 
34 Kumara pit, type 1 , Taniwha pa, Waikato, 
plan and reconstruction Aileen Fox 1974 
35 Raised-rim pit, Tc Awanga, Hawke's Bay 
W. Bourke 
36 Kumara pit, type 2, Taniwha pa, Waikato, 
plan and reconstruction Ailee11 Fox 19 7 4 
37 Aotea pa, plan Richard Cassels, K. Peters 

70 



38 Motutapu Island, terraced dwelling site 
N38/30, reconstruction A. Leahy 1972 
39 Taniwha pa, Waikato, air photograph 
Department of Anthropology, University of 
Auckland 
40 Paeroa pa, Bay of Islands, plan 1772 By J. M. 
Crozet 1772, redrawn by C. Phillips 
41 Tiromoana pa, Te Awanga N135/ T, plan 
Aileen Fox, K. Peters 

Chapter four 

42 Map of sites in England and Wales 
mentioned in the text 
43 Maiden Castle, Dorset, hillfort Air 
photograph, Un iversity of Cambridge collection. 
Copyright 
44 Bolt T ail, Devon, promontory fort Air 
photograph, University of Cambrid,ge collectio11. 
Copyright 
45 Types of rampart in Iron Age hillforts, 
C ricklcy Hill Dixo11 1972, Richmond 1968 
46 Hod Hill , Dorset, hillfort Air photograph , 
University of Cambridge collection. Copyright 
47 Hambledon, Dorset, hillfort Air photograph, 
University of Cambridge collection. Copyright 
48 Yarnbury, Wiltshire, hillfort Air photograph, 
University of Cambridge collectio11 . Copyright 
49 Celtic chario t, reconstructed Cyril Fox 1946 
50 Types of houses in Iron Age hillforts, 
based on Stanford 1974, Frere 1968, Alcock 1972, 
Dixon 1973, Wheeler 1943, R ichmond 1968 
51 Grain storage pit, M aiden Castle, D orset 
R . Wheeler 1943 

Dates refer to published items, 
see Bibliography. 

71 



Glossary of Maori terms 

Ariki paramount chief. 
Atua spirit or god. 
Haka fierce dance with chant. 
Hapu sub-tribe, a kin-group. 
Hangi earth oven, using hot stones. 
Kumara sweet potato (lpomoea batatas). 
Mana spiritual power, honour, prestige. 
Marae open air place of assembly. 
Noa common, the reverse of tapu. 
Pa fortified settlement, a hillfort. 
Pataka storehouse. 
Patu short war club of stone, bone, or wood. 
Rangatira chief, head of a kin-group. 
Raupo bullrush (Typha orientalis) . 
Rou contrivance for toppling a palisade. 
R11a circular underground storage pit. 
Taiaha two-handed long wooden club. 
Tangi funeral lament. 
T apu sacred, forbidden. 
Taro a root vegetable (Colocasia antiquorum). 
Taua war band. 
Tekoteko carved figure on a roof top. 
Tewhatewha two-handed long wooden club. 
Tihi summit platform in a pa 
Tiki carved anthropomorphic image, often 
worn as a pendant (hei tiki ). 
Tohunga priest. 
Utu revenge. 
Waihitapu sacred place. 
Whanau extended family. 

72 



Index 

Page references in bold type arc for 
illustrauons. 

adze, 1 5. 

An gas, G. A., 7, 8, 8, 39, 45, 47, 48. 
animals, do mcmc, 1 1, 53 , 58. 
Aotea .. p , 44 , 45, 46, 5!1. 
Ariki, 63, 64. 
"Ark·. 45. 
art, 64. 
arti sts, 5, 7. 
a ttack. m ode of, 1 II . 21, 21. 58. 59. 
Auck land, 7, I 1, 22. 42, 46; p,1, 22, 

23, 24. 

banks, see ramparts. 

lhnks, Si r J oseph, 5, 7, 12, 35, 44 , 47. 
13ay of Islands, 5, 7, 22, 35, 39, 46; 

see also i11di11id11al places. 
ilay of Plenty, 10, 10, 11 , 2 1, 29, 46. 
13o lt T ail, Devon, 53, 54. 
Urttam. 53. 55. 6 1. 
burial, 7. 11 . 

Caesar, Julius, 58, 63. 
cannibalism , 8, 64. 
canoes, 24. 

carvings, 32, 33, 35, 37, 37, 6 1, 64. 
C c:lts, Celtic people. 53, 58, 61 , 62, 

63, 64. 
ch ario t, 58, 59. 
chief, 46, 47, 49, 6 1. 64, 65; 

see also i11di11id11al 11a111es. 
C hurch M issio nar y Socie ty (C.M .. ), 

5, 7, 38, 39. 
combs, 45. 
Cook, Captain James, 5, 7, 10, 12, 

32, 4 8. 
cookmg, cooking places, 27, 32, 38, 

38, 4 5, 6 1. 
Corom andel. the, 27, 29, 39; 

st~<' also i11di11 idual s ires . 

c rannog, 23. 
C rickley Hill. G loucestersh ire, 5 5, 

55, 58, 60, 6 I , 62. 
C rozet, J . M. , 5, 35. 
Croft Ambrey, Herefordshire, 60. 

6 1, 62. 
C ruise, R., 35, 39. 

culnvatH>ll, 11. 27. 46, 63. 
dcti:ncc, m ethods of~ 27, 28, 29, 53. 
defences; construction of, 12: 

double, 21 ;,successive, 58; 
ser als,, ditches, pali,ade, rampart,. 

de amson . L., 5. ·6. 7, 32, 33-
dmrrbunon, s1•1• pa. 
Drodorus S1culu,, 63, 64. 
drtchc,. 9 , 16, 18. 22. 28. 29. 58: 

quarry ditch, 56: r111g-<.l1tch, 9. 16, 
18, 21, 46. 

Druids, 63, 64. 
· Dua terr J ·, Chu.:f. 5, 45. 
Du Fresne, Marron. 5. 7, 12, 32. 
d'Urvrllc. Dumont, 5, 6, 7, 33. 

Earle. Augustus, 5, 6, 7, 32, 33, 35, 
39, 47. 

entrances. 58. 
cxcavau o n. 9, 11. 12, 22, 27, 45. 48; 

su als,, 111d111id11c1I sites. 

fern root. 7, 11 , 29, 44 . 
fi eld survey, \I, 10, 11. 
fin:place, 22. 34; St't' c1ls,, hearth. 

food, food supply, 11, .?J, J.?. 38, 39; 
see also gram , k11111ara. 

forest clearance, 27, 63. 

gates, 58, 64. 
gong, 48. 
grain, 61. 
guard ho u~s. 58. 
guest houses, 3 5-

hang i, 38, 45. 
Ham bledon Hill, Dorset, 53, 57, 

58, 59. 
Hamlm's H ill, Auckland, 38. 
Hawkc's Uay, 11 , 29, 39; see also 

Tc Awanga. 
head,, head-hunting, 64. 
hea rth, 32, 34, 38, 6 1. 
Hcmbury. Devon, 53, 55, 5lL 
h1llfort. Iron Age, 53, 54, 55, 56, 56, 

57, 58, 5~ 6~ 62, 63, 64, 65; 
s,·e also i11di11id11al site 1ta111es. 

Hod Hill, Dorsc1. 55, 56, 56, 58, 59, 
60, 63. 

home,: Iron Agl'. 59. 60, (,1. (12: 
M,1orr, 7, 14. 15. 22, 24. 32, 33, J.1, 
35. 36. 45, 61. 

Hok1ang,1, the, 5, 7. 18, 32, 35. 
Hong,, Chief, s: 59, 63, 64. 
huts, 59, 61. 63. 

mdu,try. 6 1. 
Iron Age. 53, 55. 6 1, 62. 
lv111ghoc, 13uck111glu1mlml'. 60. (,1. 

Kahouwna p11. 13ay of Islands. 5. 6 . 
7, 32, 39, 4.?. 

Ka1para, 5. 7, 29: St't' als1> Otakan111 1. 
Kai totc pa, Waikato. 7, 8, 8. 
Ka1t,11a, hmcl fro111. 37, 37. 
Kaupokonu1, 27. 
Kaurr Pomt pa, 21. 27, 29. JO, 42, 45 
K.1wakawa 13ay. Clevcdon, sn · 

Pa" hct,m Prnm pa. 
Kl·,l.1h. Cl11cf. 5 . . Jll. 
Kcnd.,11, Thomas, J.?. 
Ko11d.ohc pa, S. M.111ukau, 46. 
KorcJ..orc pa, Munwa,, 45. 
1-.utPJra. I I , 27, 28, 39, 42; St'(' ,,/.<,, 

p11.,, ,torchou,c. 
Ku111ar,1 K.11an10 pc1, Urcm11, !.7. 

Lakes, 10, 23, 24. 
Lands and urvey Depamnent, 9. 
le Roux, 5, 32, 3 5-
Ll yn Ccmg, Angk~ey, 59 , 62. 

Mac1111lla11 13row11, J. 37. 53. 
Maiden Castle, Dorset, 53, 54, 56, 

58, 59, 60, (,I, 62, 62. 
Mamro pa, 42. 
1t1,111a, 35, 64. 
M angakah,a , . Auckland. 39, 40. 
Mangakawarc pa. Waikato, 24, 25 

26, 34, 36. 3 . 45, 58. 
Man111g, F. E .. 7, tli. 

M aori people. the, 63, 64; see also 
houses. pct. 

111ara1•, 47, 49. 64. 
Ma rsden, S., 5, 7, 32, 35, 45, 47, 

59, 64. 
meeting house. 35. 
M ercu r y 13ay, 5, 12, 48. 

73 



middens, 10, 27. 
m issiles, 38. 
missio na ries, 5, 7, 38. 
m o a. 27. 
M o 1kau, W airarapa, 35, 36. 
M otuit i Island. H okianga, 7, 47 . 
M o tuo puhi p,1. Lah · R o roa1ra, 7, 

42, 48. 
M o tutapu, 27, 34, 42, 45, 46. 
M o um Welling ton , Auc kland, 22, 

23, 24, 46. 
multivallate, 29, 54. 
muskets, 1 8, 29. 

New Zealand, 4, 53, 65. 
New Zealand Archaeo logical 

Associatio n, 10. 
N gahuha pa, 13ay o f Islands, 2 1, 45. 
N ga puhi, the, 11 , 21. 
Ngaro to pa, W aikato, 24. 
N gati Apa kura, 24. 
Nga n K ahun gunu, 1 1. 

gati Wha rua, 1 1. 

Nicho las, J. L., 5, 7, 32, 35, 38, 45, 
63, 64. 

N orthland, 2 1, 29. 
Nukuha u pa, Waikato , 16, 17. 

o ffe rings, 44, 4 5, 62. 
Okoki pa, T aranaki, 18. 
One T ree H ill, Auckland, 22, 22. 
Ongari Po im pa, 29. 
O pito pa, Coro m andc l, 17, I 8, 27. 
Otakanini pa, Kaipa'ra, 12, 14, 1 5, 

27, 29, 39. 
O tatara pa, Hawke's Bay, 22. 

pa; classificatio n , 16, 2 1; comparison 
with hi ll forts, 53, 63- 5; 
distributio n, 9, 9, 1 o, 10, 11, 2 1 ; 
d iv isions in , 18, 2 1, 47, 48 : 
o m works, 48; p lans, 17, 18, 19, 
23, 25, 44, 48, 49 ; planning , 45, 
46, 47, 49, 63; regional types, 10, 
49; ring di tc h, 9, 16, 18, 21, 46; 
swamp, 16, 23, 24, 25, 26, 34, 37, 
45; terraced , 9, 16, 12, 22, 23 , 24 ; 
see also defen ces, ditches, houses, 
palisade. 

Pacroa, pa, 13ay of b land,, 5, 12, 47 
48. 

Pakanae pa, H okianga, 5, 32, 39. 
pa lisade, 7, 14, 15, 16, 18. 22, 24, 

26, 27, 28, 28, 29, 38, 48, 53, 
55, 58. 

Palliser 13a y, 3 5, 36. 
Pa rkinson , S., 5. 
pat aka, 39 ; see als,> sto reh ouse. 
paths, 7. 
Patio ne, C hief, 7 . 
Paw he tau Po in t pa, C levedon , 1 1, 

16. l 8, 19, 45, 48. 58. 

pits, sto rage, 20 , 22, 27, 39 , 41 , 42, 
42, 43 , 45, 46, 49, 6 1; aisled, 42, 
43 ; b in, 27, 39 ; grain, 6 1, 62, 63; 
raised rim, 10, 39, 42 ; rua, 39, 46. 

platform, summit, 18, 21, 4 5, 46, 

47, 48. 
Po lynesia , 11, 27, 29, 58, 63 . 
Poor H ill, Wai mate o rth, 35, 36. 
po pulation, 7, 10, 11, 63 . 
post-ho les, 12, 13, 14, 1 5. 
Po ucrua pa. Uay o f Islands, 22. 
Po uro Po im pa, Kaipara, 18, 18. 

racks, 39 . 
radioca rbon analysis, 12; da tes, 15, 

27, 28, 29. 34, 35, 39. 
R a insbo rough, N orthampto nshire, 

58, 6 1. 
ramp:m s, Iron Age; box, 55, 56, 6 1; 

g lacis, 55, 55, 56; timber-laced , 
55, 55, 6 1. 

ramparts, Mao ri , 7, 12, 12, 28, 29. 
Rm,gatira, 64. 
Rangiho ua pa, 13ay o f bland~. 5, 6, 

7, 38, 45, 48, 64. 
relig ious pract ice, C eltic, 62; 

Mao ri , 44. 
R o toa ira, Lake, 7, 35. 
rua, srr pits. 
Rua puke pa, Rag lan , 45. 
Ruataki pa, T a ranaki . 20, 48. 
R uatok1 ·omh pa, Uay o f Pkmy, 11. 

sacred p laces, 44, 45, 62. 
Sarah's G ull y pa, Coro m andel , 39 . 
Savage, Dr J o hn, 39. 
settle ments, o pen , 7, 21 , 27. 
sing le com bat, 1 , 64. 
Skipper's Ridge , Coromandcl, 27, 

39. 
slaves, 64. 
sleeping ho use, 32, 34, 35 , 45. 
sling, 56. 
society , Celtic, 63; Maor i, 63, 64. 
soils, 111, 53, 63. 
So uth Cadbury, 5:, 59, 60. 6 1, 

62, 63 . 
spear, 29, 38, 64 . 
tage, chief's, 45; fig hting, 12. 14, 

15, 29, 29. 
storage. 39, 46, 6 1 ; see also pits. 
sto re ho uses. 29, 34, 39, 40, 47. 
S trabo, 63. 
Sugar Loaf pa, N orth Auckland , 22. 
Su rv1lle, J., 5, 7 . 

T acitus, 62 . 
Taiamai, llay o f Islands, 38, 38. 
T a irua, 17. 
Taniwha pa, Waikato, 41 , 43, 46, 47. 
Tarana ki , 7, 11, 2 1. 29, 46, 48. 
Tarata pa, W angaJ1Ui, 34, 36, 31l . 

Tapu, 11, 4 5, 64. 
T aylo r, R ., 38, 39, 40, 42. 
T c Awanga pa, Ha wke's lla y, 12. 

12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 27, 29, 34, 
35, 35, 36, 38, 42, 45, 47, 49. 

T c H aupa, C hief, 7, 63 . 
terraces, 2 1, 2 2 . 

'Tippehec', C hief, 39. 
Tiro moana pa, see T c A wanga pa. 
Timi, C hief, 38, 38. 
Tol11t11.~a. 45, 49, 64. 
T a laga 13a y, 5, 32, 33, 3 5. 
T o ta ra pa, Thames, 11. 
T u ru turu M o kai pa, T ara na ki , 29. 

11111, 64 . 

verandah, 32, 34. 
volcanic cones, 22, 22, 23, 24. 

Waikato , the . 7, 8, 9, 11 , 16 . 2 1. 23 . 
24, 34, 42; river, 16. 

W aimatc o rth, 5, 7, 35, 45, 59. 
Wairarapa, 35. 
W ales, 53, 55, 58. 
war dance, 18 . 
war party, Celtic, 58; Maori. 7. 1 X. 

59, 65 . 
warfa re, 18, 64. 
w arrio rs, 63, 64. 
w atch m an, 46. 
wa te r, 6 1. 
weapons, 64 ; see also spear. 
weaving, 6 1. 
W harc taew a pa, Coromandd, 5, 47. 
W ill iams, Henry, 5. 
William s, Marianne, 5, 39. 
'Wivccah', C hief, 32. 
w o m en , position o f, 64 . 

Yam bury, Wi ltshire , 56. 57, 5~
Ya te, W ., 5. 

74 


