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Glossary of Maori terms

Ariki paramount chief.

Atua spirit or god.

Haka fierce dance with chant.

Hapu sub-tribe, a kin-group.

Hangi ecarth oven, using hot stones.

Kumara sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas).
Mana spiritual power, honour, prestige.
Marae open air place of assembly.

Noa common, the reverse of tapu.

Pa fortified settlement, a hillfort.

Pataka storehouse.

Patu short war club of stone, bone, or wood.
Rangatira chief, head of a kin-group.

Raupo bullrush (Typha orientalis).

Rou contrivance for toppling a palisade.
Rua circular underground storage pit.
Taiaha two-handed long wooden club.
Tangi funeral lament.

Tapu sacred, forbidden.

Taro a root vegetable (Colocasia antiquorum).
Taua war band.

Tekoteko carved figure on a roof top.
Tewhatewha two-handed long wooden club.
Tihi summit platform in a pa

Tiki carved anthropomorphic image, often
worn as a pendant (hei tiki).

Tohunga pricst.

Utu revenge.

Waihitapu sacred place.

Whanau extended family.
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