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.. A Further Report on the OHA'lE SITE • 

by A.G.Buiat 
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Two weekends have recently been spent in excavatin" a further three 
squares inland fro;n the origi ne l oven(see J . P.S . June 1960}. The 4-Sins. 
ash-c harcoal occupetion layer which surrounded t hi s oven has been found to 
extend at lee.at 24ft. inland and to contain many whole, and fragmented, b ird 
bones( including moa) , egg she ll, heat-fractured stone and obsidian. 

The excavations wer e roe.de on an 8ft. grid , it being found practical to 
excavate only one square a day. Inevitably , near the end of the day, some 
find was made in the corner of the square or quadrant that had been the 
object of the dig, necessitating an extension of the grid the next dny • 
After the first day a portion of a small stone-lined oven containing an 
Aptornis otidiformis tibio-metatar sa l and fibula wns found in the corner. 
fhc other interesting feature of this oven was that it was sea led by the 
'"n in occupation l aye r. 'fhe second dny's dig, which was directed l\ t reve1di0'! 
~he oven in its entirety, entai led fir st shifting n vast quantil.y of over­
burden snnd dune . On this rlay two 4-Sft. quadrants were excavated but, as 
light vas failing and sections irere being drani, a large Dinornis femur wa11 

• fo und in the corne r . This necessitated a further shifting of much sand early 
the ne:t mor ning. A further 4-8ft . was lnid out , later extended to 4-12 ft. 

This qundrant contained the ri chest deposit of bone so f ar found on the 
sit9. The re Ter e some thirty l a r ge moa bones, complete femurs nnd broken 

~ ti bia as we ll as n gr eet quantity of smaller bi r d bone , obsidian, char conl , 
chert and heat-frnctured stone. Tbis bone-rich mi dden must be similnr to 
the midden from wh ich Wa l ter Mantell obtained his bones, catalogued by 
Lyddekker, in 1847. 

Fro~ the concentrntion of bone it is obvious that we are appronchin~ e 
further nrea of oven compl exes in the same occupation layer as the originnl 
one, but at l east 24ft . away from it. Further excavation in the area, 
ho i.·ever, is precluded by the presence of a drift-Yood gar den fence of 
i 111mense proportions nod nn elucidation of the rema inder of the midden Yil l 
h ave to aYait the inevitab le erosion of the fence . 

To date the only cu l tura l materia l found in association has been 
obsidian - e gr ent quantity of both purple and dar k green - cher t, and 
one broken ooa-bone need l e, No other Torked bone has been found apart 
from a small ring cut from n round bird bono . 

----------00000~---~--

Pre lirai nary report on excavations at the TE IUNGATAPU SITE( Wai n~ororo .·Hi ver} . 

by &lrs . T. Canavan 

Ohawe beach, five miles from Hawera, i s situated in the Soutlt ·.Taroonfci 
Bi ght and is that nrea in which the Jtgv . ll.Taylor{1843}, lf.B.D . Mantell(ltM7} 
and S ir. George Grey(l 866 ) collec~ed moa bones , There are two big pa sites 
here, Ohnwetokotoko and Te Rangatapu . The former is on top oi tblt cliffs a 
quarter of a mi l e east of Te Rangatapu end is separated from ~t'.by an ancient 
river basin. The Te Rangatapu ~ is on the east side of the failiigo roro River 

- -
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SKETCH OF 
WAINGONGORO RIVER. MOUTH 

SOUTH TARANAKI 
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and is being quarried away. 

Excavations have been s t a r ted directly belo7 a quarry 
road leading to the beach. As the discovery has been made(January 1960) of 
an oven containing moa bones below Ohawetokotoko ~ it has be e n decided to 
refer to that area as the OHA.WE SITE and to the present excavations as the 
TE R..\.~GATAPU SITE. Both sites are in the process of long term investigation. 

Along the east bank of the Waingororo River boxthorn and lupin g row on 
so.nd dune of varying depth. The river often runs high and the .subsequent 
erosion led to the discovery, in Janua ry 1960 , of moa and other bones on 
exposed clay and stones. Further ups tream, part of a n oven is expo~ed high 
in the bank. T be two squares excavated so far give promise of extensive 
a rchaic occupation. 

The overburden of dune sand is referred to as l ayer 1. To date this is 
up to 4ft, deep and, upon removal, gives way to a murked greasy black mixture 

• 

• 

• 
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of sand and charcoal. This layer, number 2, has varied in depth from lin. 
at the eroded edge to 12ins inland. The heavy clay, dirt and sand mixture 

• Yith a charcoa l scatter is referred to aa layer 3 and has varied in depth 
from l e ss t han li n. a t the river edge to 6ins , inland. Natural has been 
es t ablished as a sand and pebbl e mixture . The proximity of the road haa 
limited f urther investigations inland but it is obvious that the midden layer 
extends beneath it. Further squares will be opened upstream where a wider 
section may be obtained. 

• 

Inves tigati ons of the whole area have been carried out by i.G.Buist 
dur ing 1959. It was decided to begin excavations in January 1960 when ~r . 

R. J .Sca rlett and Mr. Buist had observed and r ecovered exposed moa bones. It 
-.as realised that the nature of the soil would make the recovery of whole 
bone s difficult and uncertain. By working in an 8ft. square from the 
eroded area towards the road an undisturbed layer 2 was established and it 
became evident that the area contained a complex of ovens. 

Layer 2, of square 1, yeilded a scatter of burnt and fractured stone 
together with river stones. Faunal material was mainly bird and fish bone, 
e specially fr agments of moa bone, shell fragments, plentiful kuri dropping s 
and a co ncentrati on of rat bones(legs and half jaws}. Amongs--;;:-fi'eap of fi sh 
bone the eye portion of a bone fi s h hook was found. The shank of another 
hook wa s found in charcoal above an oven. A small , worked, soft stone, 
possibly a hoo. nga, on~ small flake of obs idian and pieces of worked pumice 

OUl'<C ~'"' 
Uftk (I ) 

lJ'rtR ( 3 ) 

N129/7! 
Te RANGATAPU ~- A2 . 

SECTION 111ROUGH OVEN 

SCALE 
a,,_ 

LAY£R (Z) - .. ,.,., $ANO CMAACOM_ 

o.c.. SJO«S. SHt<U.. . 

LAYER (3) 0...CL, o,..T, C><•AC""'­
""'°" 80f\IQ A$ M LOtn9 

--CJiARCCAt.. - -=:.-=--.1r¥i :-~ 

SAND - .: ~'·f.J'?~":~\:· •·:: 

$TONF:S & GAAYE\. - •• 0 . Q 

The ov en cons ists of a hol e scooped in t o the natural 'dirt-gravel 1 nnd 
• f i ll ed lfith charcoa l i n a l umpy and undi s t urbed s tate. Succesive l aye rs or 

l ens es of ash separat e succesive strata withi n l ayer 3. The whole oven 
(lfhi cb may wel l be a fir e-pl a ce) is s ea l ed by a t h icker l ens of a s h 
containing she ll s , compr i s i ng t he bottom of layer 2 • .. 
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of vo.rying s izes, r epresented the cultur al material at this level. 

In layer 3 fi sh and b ird boue, h~lves of t vo sea l i on javs, lo.rg e pieces 
of sp lintered bone, a larg e conce ntra tion o f moa bone\inclutling a pelvis) and 
two obs idian flakes, were exposed at the edge or the oven . Another obsidian 
fl ake and a thick shank of a bone fish hook gt1.ve furt i.e r presumptiv e evidence 
of occujlation a·t l ayer 3 . rhe oven was approxi rn1Ltely ::rt . by 2 .ft . 6 i n . and 
had been hollowed out from the na t ur a l below. Apart fro~ a little burnt fish 
nnd r.ioa bone, the oven was notab l e for its 11unntity of thick clean charcoal. 

Excavation of square 2, while proliucini the s:ime d i !:t tinction beh·ee n 
ove r burden and layer 2, gav e less str a ti g raphica l ~viclence of e. separ a tion of 
l nyers 2 a nd 3 . A gr eat scatter of burnt and river stones indicated another 
oven. Fo.11no.l materia l in uppe r laye r 2 was ~gn i n ?resent , as in square 1, 
but l nq~e r qua ntities of shell were associa t ed \J'ith fi sh a.nd con booe. Large 
~ieces o f moa bone were tn ke n f rom the uppe r level of the oven, above an ash 
~e'i l wh i ch erlenrled beyond the oven and over pr.r t of the srpt '.r e t o•a rd the 
r iver. Knri droppings we r e in and 11.round t'.1e oven are e , Fo 1r ob s i dian flakes 
u· i t.h 1.he · point and sl1ank of a bone fi s h !took, "ere fo11 ?1cl in t i1e upper level of 
layer 2, 

Layer 3 a ppeared in places to have been thro1l'n up llgl! iost low c l ay 

.. 

hummocks, possib ly p rovi ding uneasy protection for t he ovens against the .. 
T'\rftna~i ~entbe r , Larger, and possib ly ideul ifie~le, bones aod a flake of 
o:Jsi t!: '\n appear e d near t!ie natural. 

An interesti ng feature of the square s hns bee n th~ pr esence of pu~ice 
in pieces varying from the s i ze of a m:rro le to a t.'?nnis bal l. Some of these ~ 

pieces have been worked. rhey have l'-J>iienre d in bot.II l aye r 2 and 3, 

Ne it.her ov en was stone-Ii ned. Each had been cut be lo;r the nature. l. The 
oven in square 2 had been widened s o tha t i ts edges were not clearly de fine d 
but it appeared to measure 3ft, by 3t't. 

l'he g rea t est d epth of layers 2 anJ 3 , in s11uare 1, 1ras 18 ins , and, in 
n11nnre 2, 12 ins. U oth have produced an a~~z ing quantity of ~i dden mat e rial, 
l·\ 1r ther excavations nre required to e s tabli s h 11 corre c t relationship between 
layers 2 nod 3 . 

Io ~lay 1960 i1r. llar:i . l'ar ker, of the Aucklo.nd University Archaeolog ica l 
Society, vi si t ed the site, Hi !! assistnnce and a•lvice will aid further 
i nves ti gations of TE RANGATAPU. 

• 




